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DPW to get new digs... 

Council gives 
unanimous vote to 
purchase Spartan 
Saw bldg, for DPW 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

The residents of Agawam have been able to enjoy 
a responsive and competent Department of Public 
Works, even though the workers in that department 
have had to work out of a far-from-convenient head¬ 
quarters. 

Their degree of response may remain the same, 
but their working conditions stand to improve hand¬ 
somely. when the Dept, of Public Works crew and 
office staff relocate to 1000 Suffield Street, the build¬ 
ing which has been (until now) housing Spartan Saw. 

There was some concern at Monday’s Town 
Council meeting (before the council unanimously 
voted in favor of the proposal) pertaining to the need 
to borrow $880,000 for the building, when monies 
were available in reserve accounts. Funding for the 
project would be provided as follows: 

Self-sustaining funds: Water Available Surplus - 
$1,157,000; Wastewater Holdover Use - $163,000. 

Genera! Fund: Genera! Obligation Bond - 
$880,000. 

Total Project Cost; $2,200,000. 

Preliminary estimates of about $600,000 for pro¬ 
jected renovations were done by Caolo and Bieniek 
Associates, the firm that designed the U.S. Post 
Office in Springfield, as well as other well-designed 
buildings, Superintendent of Public Works John P. 
Stone said. 

According to Agawam Tax Collector/Treasurer 
Laurel A. Placzek, Agawam would spend $81,400 
next year to borrow the &$880,000, but because inter¬ 
est rates and the building’s price are so low, she 
expressed confidence in Agawam's ability to afford 
the investment. 

For many years, officials have talked about replac¬ 
ing the 13,000 square-foot building on Main Street, a 
project estimated to cost in the vicinity of $4 million. 
For a little over one-quarter of that cost, according to 
Stone, a beautiful building about five times the square 
footage (66,443 square feet), sitting on a 39.7 acre 
parcel, will soon belong to Agawam, with money bud¬ 
geted for anticipated renovations. 

According to a proposal for the "Acquisition of 
Spartan Saw Works Property for a Public Works 
Facility,” prepared for the council by Stone. “The need 
for a new public works facility has been recognized for 
at least 12 years. The project is the longest listed 
- inhabitant of the town’s annual Capital Improvement 
Program." 

According to the proposal, “A Department Of Public 
Works Study Committee consisting of City 
Councilors, the administration, and citizens reported 
on potential sites in the fall of 2000.” 

Ironically, one of the sites that met many of the cri¬ 
teria was the vacant rear land of the Spartan Saw 
property at 1000 Suffield Street. The building was not 
available at that time. The proposal continued, “The 

SEE DPW - Page 2 


Giovanni’s Italian Pastries and 
Phelps School have big hearts 



TO HELP COMPLETE A VALENTINE’S DAY PROJECT at Phelps School, Giovanni’s Italian 
Pastries on Main Street, Agawam Center, delivered a large and beautiful heart-shaped cake to 
several of the school's fourth-grade classes. The theme - "Phelps Has A Big Heart." From left: 
Teresa Russo from Giovanni’s Italian Pastries; Joann Sullivan and Charlene Hermans, fourth- 
grade teachers; and Robert Farrell, school principal. (RELATED PHOTOS IN "EDUCA¬ 
TION.") Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

Kids love their four-legged friends... 
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MADELINE NAGY OF THE MSPCA introduces her four-legged friend, "Baxter," to Phelps 
School first-graders Erica Gallerani, Billy Wysocki, Jessica Schmidt, and William Howe. The 
students conducted a recent bottle and can drive which raised $472.50 for the MSPCA. In addi¬ 
tion to collecting the generous donation, Madeline talked about pet care and the ongoing prob¬ 
lem of unwanted kittens and puppies. (ADDITIONAL PHOTO IN “EDUCATION.") Advertiser 

News photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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DPW - from Page 1 

acquisition of the Spartan Saw property Is the best 
choice for a new DPW facility for many reasons. It Is 
the most favorable property in terms of the site crite¬ 
ria. It also provides an existing building, eliminating 
the need for new construction. TPv& large size of the 
building will provide additional space for other town 
departments. The building will require minimum reno¬ 
vation and the addition of special facilities. This will 
reduce the need for land acquisition and construction 
funding by approximately $2,800,000.” 

Highlights of the site criteria include; 

* A central location within one mile of the center of 
town (it’s just beyond one mite and close to significant 
east-west roadways. Silver Street, Shoemaker Lane, 
and Mill Street). 

* Minimum exposure to residential area. 

* Convenient and safe access for citizens and 
employees. 

* Sufficient area to meet current and future needs. 

‘Availability of water, sewer, and storm drainage. 

* Well-drained, stable soils capable of supporting 
our activities. 

* Minimum relocation impacts. 

Stone pointed out to the council that the building, 
even after allowing interior parking for the DPW vehi¬ 
cles, provides more space than required by DPW 
operations. 

“This extra space could allow for the relocation of 
other municipal departments, thereby eliminating or 
postponing the need for additional public building that 
is presently included in the Capital Improvement 
Program. The departments of Inspection Services, 
Planning and Community Development, and perhaps 
even the Health Department, could be relocated from 
the Town Hall. This will provide much-needed office 
space in the Town Hall. This acquisition will allow the 
Town to defer the new Town Hall presently included in 
the Capital Improvement Program at a cost of 
$2,705,000 in fiscal years 2004 through 2006." 

Also of benefit to Agawam are 20 to 25 acres at the 
rear of the property that could be sold for industrial 
development. 

Deborah Dachos, director of Planning and 
Community Development, told The Agawam 
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JOHN STONE (far left), superintendent of Agawam’s Department of Public Works, is shown 
describing some of the possible renovations for the foyer area in the DPW’s new "home." 
Located at 1000 Suffield Street, this building will eventually house the town’s DPW personnel. 
Looking on are Missy Asselin (center), principal clerk of the tow n's DPW', and Deborah Dachos 
(far right), director of Planning and Development. Ad^erti«r ph n.-kaih> shcp*rd. 



THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL has unanimously voted to approve the purchase of the 
Armstrong-Blum Mfg. Co./Spartan Saw Division building (left photo) to house the town’s 
Department of Public Works. The 11-0 vote was taken at the council’s February 24th meeting. 
The building in the right photo has been the headquarters for Agawam's DPW for over two 
decades ... and this facility was originally supposed to be a temporary location. Advertiser News photos 

by Kathy Shepard. 
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Vour business has a mdtltude of msurance needs. 

Fraw frablRty, to iwolth insurance, to 
workers' compensation and more. 
At Cooary • Womstrom Insurance Agency, 
we toke the time to get to know you 
and your busmess. Well make sure all the 
(fifferent focets of your insurance 
\ fit yow business, aec^ng o strong foundation. 

■ ' V 

Canary 

- ? Blomstrom 

'''iurance agency, inc. 

"A Neighbor You Can Turn To" 


% 


• Business InsuroiKe • Auto Insurance • life Insprnnce • Health Insurance 
Call for a iomplimBnfafY eKoluatioh for your iosuraate nemfs. 

868 Springfield Street • Feeding Hills, MA • 01030 • FAX: 786-7004 


789-3995 


www.canaryblomstf 0m com 
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Park Square Realty 

ParV Announcing The Opening Of Our New Office 

larp 345 North Westfield Street ri —m 


Feeding Hills, MA 


Park 

)quare 

tt_JRealty 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

— $500 Off — 


Established Business 

Our name has not changed in 16 years. 

Local Ownership 

Our agents and owner live here and are 
accountable to the community. 

Well Trained Sales and Support Staff 

Top Shelf Customer Service 

High Tech/Cutting Edge Offices 

Locations in Westfield and Agawam/Feeding Hills 
Professional Call Coordinators 
Our Call Coordinators capture over 80% of the 
potential buyers’ names and phone numbers. 

We make the most of our Marketing. 

Website Marketing 

WWW.parksquarerealtv. com will lead even 
more homebuyers to your door. 

Versatile Team 

Professionally handling Residential, Commercial, 
Investment, New Home Construction and Land Sales. 


Betsy St. Pierre 
Res\denl\a\ SpeciaWsl 
263-3522 


Angela Cross-Gilligan 
Residential Specialist 
747-6098 


Paul Montefusco 

Residential Specialist 
750-0949 


Kim Landry 
Residential Specialist 
748-7580 


Gayle Paul 
Residential Specialist 
263-0370 


Susan Bersclli 

Residential Sales 
Mass./ Conn. License 
748-6149 


Judy Murphy 
Residential Specialist 
263-0305 


* All iteiTis OH OUT iHCHU coifie with a large order of Personal Set vice 

--Make Your Reservations Todays , 


Park Square Realty 

Agawam/ Feeding Hills 
(413) 789-9830 


Park Square Realty 

After Hours 
(413)263-3622 


Park Square Realty 

Westfield 
(413) 568-9226 


Kevin Lohnes 

Commercial/ Investment 
Residential Sales 
755-2420 


Barry Boccasile 
Broker/ Manager/ Recruiter 
747-4980 


List your home with Park Square Realty 
between March 1, 2003 and April 30, 2003 A 
and subtract $500 from your Brokerage fee. | 


(certain considerations apply) 

Park Square Realty Menu 

Serving Satisfied Customers Since 1987 


Peggy Lis-Baroiie 
Residential Broker 
Mass./ Conn. License 
747-4919 
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City Council Rule 13 and the Council School Budget Comm 


Regarding City Council committee appointments 
and comments lately about the chair of the School 
Budget Sub-committee, the discussion properly 
begins with City Council Rule 13, which states, "Each 
year, all committees shall be appointed and 
announced by the president unless otherwise provid¬ 
ed for or specifically directed by the City Council.” 

In other words, the president appoints the commit¬ 
tees, and by implication, the chair, unless the council 
has specifically voted otherwise. This makes sense 
that a majority of the council can overrule the chair in 
this matter as it can in most matters according to 
Roberts Rules of Order. As the majority of the council 
can remove the chair, it follows it can overrule a par¬ 
ticular decision. 

As the council president is elected each January, 
no discussion about committee appointments is 
appropriate until a particular councilor is, in fact, elect¬ 
ed president. This means that no discussion regarding 
any committee appointments was appropriate before 
we knew who the president was. How the other mem¬ 
bers of the committee expressed their opinions to the 
president, I do not know, but I am sure they did. 

I expressed my strong dissatisfaction to the presi¬ 
dent shortly after her election on how the chair of the 
School Budget Sub-commitee was handled last year. 
With concern for the extra duties the council president 
carries and with respect for the way in which she han¬ 
dles her responsibilities, I told her I would feel obligat¬ 
ed to call for a full council vote under Rule 13 if last 
year’s chair of the School Budget Sub-committee was 
reappointed. 


by Richard C. Morassi 

Agawam City Council 

Last year, the Mayor demanded an $800,000 cut 
from the school budget. I do not know where this fig¬ 
ure came from or who advised him this was the 
amount that should be cut, but he said in meeting after 
contentious meeting, the town had no funds and this 
amount had to be cut. Furthermore, It was abundant¬ 
ly clear that the Middle School was being asked to 
absorb an egregiously unfair share of the burden. 

There was a foul odor from the beginning with the 
$800,000 request related to the unfair treatment of the 
Middle School. Hundreds of parents concerned about 
the schools had to come to meeting after meeting to 
fight for the integrity of the school system. Ultimately, 
four School Committee people stood tall and refused 
to let the school budget be massacred. 

School Committee member Mrs. Pettazzoni, who 
supported the Mayor’s position and was not one of the 
four above mentioned, had no reluctance recently to 
lecture the City Council about the responsibilities of 
democracy. Yet not one word from the School 
Committee member, now or then, about the unfair 
treatment of the Middle School. So much for the value 
of the civics lesson. 

Further, after all the contention caused over the 
school budget last year, we find apparently that while 
the Mayor was saying the town had no funds, there 
was $1.1 million in an Appellate Tax Board resen/e 
account available for use. 

it was Mrs. Simpson’s overall role in last year’s 
school budget debacle that led me to Inform the coun¬ 
cil president of my position above expressed. Mrs. 


Simpson is, of course, entitled to her opinion on what 
is best for Agawam’s children. However, when she 
was so far removed from the rest of the committee, 
and I believe from the majority of the council, she was 
not, in my opinion, the most suitable or sensible chair 
for this committee. 

Mrs. Simpson and her supporters say they were 
surprised by her lack of support on the committee. 
What else is there to say? I doubt anyone else 
involved in last year's budget process did not know 
where the rest of us on the committee stood on the 
Mayor’s demand to cut $800,000. If one does not 
understand how far afield one is from the rest of a 
committee, should that person be the chair? 

This position is no more personal than Mrs. 
Simpson not being ready to support any of the rest of 
us for the chair. It Is a difference of perspective and 
opinion. I respect Mrs. Simpson for the time she puts 
in on behalf of the community about which she cares, 
as I respect all the other councilors for the same rea¬ 
son. She had the same right under Council Rule 13 as 
any other councilor. When the president made the 
decision about this year’s chair, she could have called 
for a vote of the full council. 

Regarding Councilor Mineo, the new chair of the 
School Budget Sub-committee, this much I know. Last 
year he played a quiet, but very significant, role in 
turning what could have been a disaster for the school 
system into a positive statement about how Agawam 
feels about its children and values education. 

Thank you for your consideration. 



Some things just never 
change in Agavram politics 

To the Editor: 

It is with amusement that I read Anthony Bonavita’s 
letter to your newspaper praising the School 
■ Department. I was amused because after praising the 
School Department, the next letter was from David 
Simpson detailing how Bonavita and his old-time 
political gang dumped Councilor Jill Simpson from her 
School Budget Sub-committee chairmanship after 
nine years. 

I guess I agree with Dave Simpson. The old-time 
politics continues and some things never change. 

Sincerely, 
Andrew H. Linkenhoker 
Agawam 

A banner year for 
Great Chefs fundraiser 

To the Editor: 

This year’s Great Chefs & Alt That Jazz was a 
rousing success! We are happy to announce that over 
1,300 guests were treated to a wonderful evening, 
raising an astounding $60,000 for the Jimmy Fund! 

This achievement is entirely due to our sponsors, 
participating restaurants, in-kind contributors, under¬ 
writers, and our dedicated volunteers. 

Proceeds raised through events like Great Chefs 
assist the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute by bolster¬ 
ing the research necessary to find the causes and 
cures for cancer. This research is then applied to the 
lifesaving work at the Institute, changing the lives of 
patients and their families every day. There is a spe¬ 
cial kind of hope found at Dana-Farber, a hope that 
would not be possible without the commitment of 
friends like you! 

Thank you so much for the great pre- and post¬ 


event coverage In The Agawam Advertiser. We were 
thrilled with Kathy Shepard’s article! Because of your 
support, it was a banner year in both attendance and 
fundraising. 

On behalf of the Jimmy Fund, the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, and the many patients and families 
looking to all of us for hope, we thank you for your 
patience, kindness, generosity, and leadership! 

With warmest regards, 
Katie Haley, Development Officer 

Agawam resident has nothing 
but praise for Equine Blvd. 

To the Editor: 

Two thumbs up for the "Own Your Own Horse" 
Camp at the Equine Blvd. Stables in Agawam. I have 
to thank Holly Thompson for the wonderful, full-day 
program that she has put together for kids to come to 
horse camp for a week and get a "hands-on” 
approach for the ownership of horses. 

This daily program has the kids doing all of the 
work involved with owning a horse, including cleaning 
out the stalls, feeding and watering, tacking, and 
grooming the horses, as well as an introduction to 
horseback riding {depending on their skill level). Each 



day, they would also write in their journals what they 
have learned about horses. 

The kids developed camaraderie and a close 
friendship with one another as they worked as a team 
to get all the chores done. They knew they had 
responsibilities each day. and they looked forward to 
it. They also develop their own self-confidence as 
they see their riding ability progress during the week. 

What a school vacation it has been! I can almost 
say it was better than DisneyWorid - almost! My nine 
year-old daughter thoroughly enjoyed this program 
from beginning to end. She was so excited to attend 
horse day camp that she’d wake up early, make her 
bed, and get dressed for her hard day of work. It 
makes me feel wonderful knowing how much she has 
learned, and the respect that she now has gained for 
the horses and for her own abilities. 

Holly, my family and I are indebted to you, and you 
have truly made a wonderful program for the kids in 
our area. We look forward to seeing you again during 
the school vacation week in April, and probably week¬ 
ly horseback riding lessons after that. 

Thank you, 
Michele Sullivan 
Agawam 
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Hats off to a very special class at Robinson 
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LETTERS - from Page 4 

Congratulations to John 
Stone & DPW employees 

To the Editor: 

Congratulations to John Stone, Superintendent at 
the Department of Public Works, and all DPW 
employees. The new DPW facility will be an asset to 
them and for the entire community. 

The purchase of the Suffield Street building and 
parcel is in no way small part due to the persever¬ 
ance. dedication.and ability of John Stone. When this 
proposal was put before the council, many councilors 
asked Mr. Stone numerous questions. I asked Mr. 
Stone every conceivable question I could think of. His 
answers were honest, straightforward, and knowl¬ 
edgeable. He conveyed a solid plan for the building 
as to use and finance. The need was obvious, the 
new building was a big step forward, and the financial 
plan was sensible. 

This proposal is an opportunity to act now to 
address the DPW issue. Therefore, after careful delib¬ 
eration. I supported this project. I wish John Stone 
and all the DPW employees the best of luck. It was a 
long time coming, but I believe this new facility will be 
well worth the wait. 

Very truly yours, 
Anthony C. Bonavita 
Agawam City Councilor 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

AGAWAM BOARD OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the Agawam Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing at the Library 
Conference Room, Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA on Monday, March 
24, 2003, at 6:30 P.M. for alt parties interested in 
the appeal of Tower Ventures II, LLC and AT&T 
Wireless PCS, LLC, which are seeking a Special 
Permit in accordance with Sections 180-90 
through 103 of the Zoning Ordinances, which 
would allow for the construction of a 150 foot tall 
monopole with fenced compound, located at the 
premises identified as Oak Ridge Golf Course, 
850 South Westfield Street. 

Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 

Published: February 27, 2003 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


Valentine’s Day has come and gone, but not unno¬ 
ticed. I would like to say “THANK YOU” for the 
Valentine’s Day cards that were made by the fourth- 
grade class of Mrs. Barbara Michonski Regish at 
Robinson Park School for the veterans at the Soldiers’ 
Home in Holyoke. 

It was a pleasure to bring the many Valentines to 
the many men and women of the Soldiers’ Home. It is 
great that fourth-graders would be interested in send¬ 
ing Valentines to our veterans. This is the same class 
that was responsible for putting together a GREAT 
Veterans’ Day display at the school last November. 

I must add that it takes a special teacher like 
Barbara Regish to have her class do such projects. 
She can relate to veterans’ issues because her father 
was a veteran and her class has been very interested 
in veterans’ issues because of the leadership of their 
teacher. I take my hat off to her and her class. 

itickiili 

I would like you to pencil in March 18th on your cal¬ 
endar. The U.S. Continental Army Band will give a 
free concert at 7;00 p.m. at Commerce High School 
on State Street in Springfield in the newly-renovated 
auditorium. 

"‘Garbage Is My Bag !"... 


System, the Agawam Department of Public Works 
(DPW) Recycling Program will be sponsoring valu¬ 
able recycling events at the local elementary schools. 

The town had been awarded funding from the 
Springfield Materials Recycling Facility mini-grant 
fund. The goal of the mini grants is to fund local proj¬ 
ects that increase recycling awareness. 

The DPW chose to hire Jack Golden from 
Greenfield to present his hit assembly presentation, 
"Garbage Is My Bag!" On March 5th and 6th. Golden 
will be providing 45-minute assembly presentations at 


The evening features Irish songs in honor of St. 
Patrick’s Day, a special jazz band unit, move, arid 
Broadway hits. 

To receive tickets, a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope must be sent to ARMY BAND, c/o IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT, P.O. BOX 30454, SPRINGFIELD. MA 
01103. They put on a great show. Get your FREE tick¬ 
ets NOW! 

itirirfrle 

The drums of war are beating louder as we speak. 
peace MARCHES are on the move all over the 
world. The U.S. Constitution has given us FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH. This was due to the sacrifices of many 
generations of VETERANS. 

If and when we go to war. we need to pull in the 
same direction. I ask you all to support our VETS. 
These men and women are someone’s son, daughter, 
father, mother. Let’s not have another replay of the 
60’s and early 70's. 

Our vets are doing the job that they were called 
upon to do for their country. SUPPORT OUR VETS!!! 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 


each of the four elementary schools. Approximately 
700 third- and fourth-grade students will be enter¬ 
tained with his presentation while learning valuable 
lessons about solid waste reduction and recycling. 

Using a fast-paced, age-appropriate manner, with a 
blend of mime, comedy, song, circus skills, and dra¬ 
matic story, Golden will explore a serious issue of our 
wasteful habits with the students. 

The presentation is provided in a hilarious yet pro¬ 
fessional manner, supporting the Massachusetts 
Curriculum Frameworks as well as Agawam’s local 
solid waste program. 


Agawam DPW to host recycling program 
at town’s elementary schools 

In an effort to increase recycling awareness and 
participation within the Agawam Public School 


***** 

Our classified 

ads cost just 

$15 per week 

for 30 words or 

less. However, 

we DO NOT 

take them over 

the telephone. 

Please bring 

them to our 

office at 23 

Southwick 

Street, Feeding 

Hills Center 

(above 

Remillard 

Insurance 

Agency), or mail 

them (along 

with payment) 

to RO. Box 263, 

Feeding Hills, 

MA 01030. 

***** 



Set yourself free. 


[g' Free Checking 
S' Free Savings 
S' Free Online Banking 
Free Web Bill Pay 


Free Debit Card 
[g' Free ATM Transactions* 

S' Free 1 st Order of Checks** 
Free Telephone Banking 


At Westbank, we believe banking should be simple, convenient and most of all, free. After all, it's your money. For 
more information, stop by any of our offices today, call 1-800-493-7822 or visit our Web site. 


WESTBANK 


0 www.westbankonline.com 


® 747-1400 


Massachusetts Chicopee E. Longmeadow Feeding Hills Holyoke ludlow Southwidt West Springfield Westfield Connecticut Danielson Putnam Woodstock 


MemberFDIC Equal Housing Lender This offer available to new customers only. ‘ASl.OOfeewillbechargedforATMttansactionsatATMsthattWstbankdoesrwtownor 
operate. In addrtloa ctherbanks'service charges may apply. **Complifnentafy checks are Graystone style. 
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- Obituaries - 


GEORGE A. ANTON, JR. 

George A. Anton, Jr, 75, of Feeding Hills, died 
recently at Baystate Medical Center in Springfield. He 
was born in Springfield on August-30,1928, the son of 
the late Ida & George A. Anton, Sr. He was the co¬ 
owner with his wife, Jeanette, chef and manager of 
Silvano’s Restaurant on Worthington Street, 
Springfield. A graduate of Cathedral High School, he 
went on to serve in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War (attaining the rank of sergeant). He was a past 
member of the Adriatic Club and the American Legion 
of Agawam. 

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by 
two sons, Michael and Peter Anton. He is survived by 
his wife of 49 years, Jeanette (Matteucci) Anton of 
Feeding Hills; a son. Joseph, and his wife, Elizabeth 
Anton, of Ludlow; a brother, Robert, and his wife, 
□elite, of Sun City, Arizona; two grandchildren, 
Joseph and Anthony Anton; and many nieces and 
nephews. The funeral was held at the Colonial 
Forastiere Funeral Home of Agawam and St. 
Michael’s Church in East Longmeadow, with burial in 
St. Michael’s Cemetery. Donations may be made to 
the Make-a-Wish Foundation of Mass., 
Western/Central Mass. Regional Office, 181 Park 
Ave., Suite 12, West Springfield, MA 01089. 

JOSEPH E. CHAPUT 

Joseph E. Chaput, 69, of Chelmsford, MA, died 
recently at home. Born In West Springfield on January 
20, 1934, he was a son of Rose (Beggetta) Chaput, 
who survives him and resides in Agawam, and the late 
Arthur Chaput. He was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, 
serving during the Korean Conflict. Prior to retirement 
in 1996, he was employed at Tennessee Gas Pipeline 
in Hopkinton, MA for 32 years. Following retirement, 
he traveled full-time in his motor home, touring the 
entire U.S.A. 

In addition to his father, he was predeceased by a 
brother, Charles Chaput, In November of 2000. 
Besides his mother, he Is survived by his wife, Janet 
Chaput: two daughters, Donna Newcomb and her 
husband, Thomas, of Chelmsford, MA, and Karen 
Chaput of Lowell. MA; a son, Michael Chaput and his 
wife, Valerie, of Merrimack, NH; a sister, Beverly 
Castonguay of Agawam,; two stepchildren, Leigh Ann 
Sciacca and her husband, Eric, and Eric Poehler, all 
of Chelmsford: eight grandchildren, Gina and 
Christian Chaput. Jack and Emma Newcomb, Ashley 
Sciacca, and Katie. Stephen Jr., and Amy Poehler; 
two nephews, Craig Castonguay of Agawam and Jeff 
Castonguay of Feeding Hills; an uncle, Dominic 
Beggetta of West Springfield; and several cousins. 

A memorial service was held at the Blake Funeral 
Home in Chelmsford. Contributions may be made to 
the American Cancer Society, 30 Speen St., 
Framingham, MA 01701, or to the Ronald McDonald 
House. 229 Kent St.. Brookline. MA 02146. 

JEAN R. GUERTIN 

Jean R. Guertin, 78, of 187 Colemore St., Feeding 
Hills, died recently at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield. Born in Springfield, he moved to Agawam 
in 1972. He was a retired truck driver for the former St. 

Dem. Comm, slates 
public discussions 

The Agawam Democratic Committee is pleased to 
announce that it will be offering a series of discus¬ 
sions on topics of interest to the general community. 

The first topic in this new series will be “Discussion 
of the Community Preservation Act and How Our 
Preservation Taxes Will Be Used." Guest speakers at 
this meeting will be David Cecchi and Louis Russo. 

The public is invited to attend this meeting, which 
will be held on Wednesday, March 5th, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Community Room of the Agawam Public Library. 

A question-and-answer period will follow the speak¬ 
ers’ talks. Light refreshments will be provided. 

Those interested in learning more about the 
Agawam Democratic Committee are also invited to 
attend the Committee’s regularly scheduled business 
meeting, which will be held at the same location at 
7:00 p.m. (a half-hour prior to the Community 
Preservation Act discussion). 


Johnsbury Trucking, retiring in 1987. Previously, he 
worked for over 30 years for the former Hermann 
Fording Trucking in Windsor Locks. He was a member 
of the Teamsters Union Local 404, and a communi¬ 
cant of Sacred Heart Church. 

He was a World War II Army Air Corps veteran, and 
served in France, Germany, and England in the 
European Theatre. While in France, he was a transla¬ 
tor with the 9th Air Force and received the Victory 
Medal. He was a member of the American Legion 
Post 185, and was a foster father to over 250 children. 

He was pre-deceased by his wife, Irene (Bacon) 
Guertin, in 1970, and a son, Donald Guertin, in 1968, 
He leaves his wife, A. Audrey (Letendre) Guertin; two 
sons. Jack E. Guertin of Feeding Hills and Michael J. 
Guertin of Springfield; a stepson, Gerard E. Dubuc of 
Feeding Hills; two stepdaughters. Penny Scheible of 
West Springfield and Laurie J. Kelley of Feeding Hills; 
eight grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. The 
funeral was held at the Agawam Funeral Home and 
Sacred Heart Church, with burial in the 
Massachusetts Veterans' Memorial Cemetery in 
Agawam. Donations may be made to the Children’s 
Miracle Network, c/o Baystate Medical Center, 759 
Chestnut St., Springfield, MA 01199. 

ALBERT H. LEMARIER 

Albert H. Lemarier, 81, of 8 Ahrend Cir., Southwick, 
died recently in Renaissance Manor, Westfield. Born 
in Lawrence, Massachusetts, he had been a resident 
of Southwick for the past 23 years. He worked for the 
Boston & Albany Railroad for 20 years, and had been 
a machinist for Jet Tool and Kenmar Tool, both of 
Agawam, and Nycor Corp. of West Springfield. He 
was a communicant of Our Lady of the Lake Church 
of Southwick, a member of the West Springfield- 
Southwick Knights of Columbus #2212, and was an 
avid wood carver. He enjoyed driving race cars and 
flying, and was a civilian pilot for the Air Force during 
World War II. He was a member of the Pioneer Valley 
Life Steamers, and an avid model railroader who built 
and operated his own models. 

He was. predeceased by his wife, the former Helen 
A. Fenn, in 1976. He is survived by his sons. James 
Lemarier of Agawam ,and Donald Lemarier of 
Gastonia, California; a stepson, John Sas of 
California: his daughters, Jeanette Bitner of Feeding 
Hills and Elaine Krynicki of Palm Coast, Florida; a sis¬ 
ter, Jeannette Manning of North Andover; seven 
grandchildren; and a great-grandchild. The funeral 
was held at the Southwick Forastiere Funeral Home 
and Our Lady of the Lake Church, with burial in St. 
Thomas Cemetery in West Springfield. Contributions 
may be made to the Pioneer Valley Life Steamers, 110 
Hillside Rd., Southwick, MA 01077. 

WILLIAM L. PIRANI 

William L. Pirani, 55, of Albert St., Agawam, died 
recently at Baystate Medical Center in Springfield. 
Born in Springfield, he was the son of Frank & 
Blanche R. (Martin) Pirani. He grew up in West 
Springfield, was a 1965 graduate of West Springfield 
High School, and earned his bachelor of science in 
education (with a minor in special education) from 
Westfield State College in 1971. For the past 32 


years, he has been teaching in the town of East 
Windsor, Connecticut; during that time, he initially 
taught fifth grade at Broad Brook School, and for most 
of his service in education, he taught eighth-grade sci¬ 
ence and computer studies (most recently at the East 
Windsor Middle School). In 1995, he became the 
eighth-grade Team Leader. 

Over the years, he was responsible for developing 
an after-school social club for the students, and he ini¬ 
tiated the middle school student council and yearbook 
programs. He received the 1984 Golden Apple Award 
by the Board of Education for his outstanding contri¬ 
bution and dedication to the students of East Windsor, 
and in 1985, he competed at the state level as East 
Windsor’s Teacher of the Year. He was a member of 
the National, Connecticut, and East Windsor 
Education Associations. He was highly respected by 
students, parents, and fellow teachers, and his pres¬ 
ence will be missed. 

He leaves his wife of 29 years, Veronica G. (Beer) 
Pirani. He was the brother of Frances Lunny and her 
husband, James, of West Springfield, and the late 
Martin Pirani; brother-in-law to Mary Lee Pirani and 
Charles Griffin of Old Saybrook, CT, Trudy & Thomas 
Fleck of Suffield, CT, Edward Merrill of Westfield, and 
Hans Beer of Southampton; uncle of Lisa Lunny 
Wiedersheim and her husband, Leo Wiedersheim, 
Lauren Lunny Whitney, Deborah Fleck and Hilary 
Merrill, Andrew Fleck. Geoffrey Merrill, and 
Christopher Merrill; great-uncle to Katie and Heather 
Whitney, Collin, Martin and Alfred Wiedersheim; 
nephew to Irene Lemoine, and William and Adele 
Pirani; cousin of Jane Raimondi and Judy Charneski; 
dear friend of JoAnn and Jack DalMolin/Morln; and 
son-in-law of Stephanie J. Beer of Southampton. He 
also leaves his special standard poodles. Drummer & 
Rigby, who gave him unconditional love but not 
always obedience. 

The funeral was held at the West Springfield 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home and St. Ann’s Church 
(also In West Springfield), and burial was scheduled to 
be held at the convenience of the family. Donations 
may be made to the William L. Pirani Scholarship 
Fund, c/o Westfield Bank, 655 Main St.. Agawam, MA 
01001 . 

HELEN P. POGGI 

Helen P. (Zaremba) Poggi, 87, of Pall Mall Dr., 
Jacksonville, FL, died recently at home. She was born 
in Chicopee, graduated from Chicopee High School, 
and lived In Agawam and Southwick before settling in 
Florida 12 years ago. She was a former communicant 
of St. Anthony’s Church in Agawam. 

She was the beloved widow of Charles C. Poggi, 
who died in 1972; loving mother of Janice M. Farina, 
with whom she lived, and the late Eugene C. Poggi, 
who died in 1992; caring sister of Max Zaremba of 
West Springfield: devoted grandmother of four; and 
great-grandmother of seven. A Liturgy of Christian 
Burial was held at All Saints Parish (St. Anthony’s 
Church) in Agawam, with burial in St. Stanislaus 
Cemetery in Chicopee. The Toomey-O’Brten Funeral 
Home of West Springfield was in charge of the 
arrangements. 


u 


Rejean J. Remillard 

Insurance Agency 


Auto * Home * Life * Workers Comp. * Liability * IRA’S 
Conveniently Located In Feeding Hills Center 

Where Good Drivers Receive Valuable Discounts Without Group Hassles” 

Your Loc al Family Owned And Operated Agency Sinpp 1Q7fi 

23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills 
(413) 789-3070 


Open Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am to Noon 
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FireWise... 

“Babyproofing” your 
home to prevent 
accidental fires 

by Fire Chief David Pisano 

The first 12 months of a baby’s life are an exciting 
time for parents who will witness their baby's first 
smile, first laugh, and even its first steps. The next 12 
months can be equally exciting, but also dangerous if 
safety isn t foremost in the parents' minds. 

The Agawam Fire Department offers the following 
checklist to help “babyproof your home; 

1. Are matches and cigarette lighters kept out of 
children s reach or in a childproof container? 

2. Do family members have a rule never to hold a 
small child while handling hot liquids, such as a cup of 
coffee or a pot of hot water? 

3. Are hot liquids placed out of a child’s reach? 
Remember, young children will pull a tablecloth off a 
table. 

4. Are small children not allowed to play in the 
kitchen? Not only could they burn themselves on a 
hot stove, but an adult could fall over them while 
removing a pan and carrying a heated substance 
from the stove. 

5. Are electric outlet covers on all unused outlets? 

6. Are electric cords in good condition and out of 
reach of children, especially in the teething stage? 

7. Do family members know never to leave a small 
child unattended in the bathtub? Not only could this 
create a drowning problem, but a potential scald burn 
also. 

8. Have you installed door stops and safety knobs 
to prevent children from opening forbidden doors? 
Remember to also use adaptable latches and locks 
for medicine cabinets and cabinets containing clean¬ 
ers or other poisonous substances. 

9. Additionally, consider the following: 

* Every baby should be strapped in an approved 
infant seat when being transported in a vehicle. 

* Children should also be strapped in when riding 
in a stroller. 

* Dangerous tools should be kept out of children’s 
reach. 

* Wells, pools, and cisterns should be well-protect¬ 
ed. 

Plastic bags should be discarded or Inaccessible 
to small children. 

Firearms should be locked up, and ammunition 
should be locked away in a different location. 

* More than 700 varieties of household plants and 
flowers are poisonous when eaten. Therefore, keep 
plants out of children's reach. 

For further information, contact the Agawam 
Fire Department at 786-2662. 

Agawam Republicans 
schedule Mar. 8th 
breakfast meeting 

The Agawam Republican Town Committee wilt 
hold a breakfast meeting on Saturday, March 8th, at 
8:30 a.m. at E.B’s Restaurant, Walnut Street 
Extension, Agawam. 

The guest speaker will be Linda Prystupa, principal 
of Agawam High School. Her topic will be “Looking To 
The Fall Curriculum And Budget.” 

Reports from State Committee and Town Counsel 
members will also be presented. 

Guests are welcome, but they are requested to 
make breakfast reservations by calling Rita Moore, 
786-9094. Members will be contacted by the phone 
committee. 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 
noon; however, we appreciate any articles, 
press releases, letters, etc., that can be 
brought in on Mondays. Thank you. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 
DPW - from Page 2 

Advertiser News, “I’ve been conducting a search for 
industrial land in Agawam. We have very limited land 
for future industrial growth. The industrial and com¬ 
mercial sectors of our economy support much of the 
residential services the town provides. Development 
of this land would provide additional tax revenue as 
well as jobs in these dire economic times.” 

The need for prompt action to acquire the building 
and the nearly 40 acres of land was described, by 
Stone, as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Past pro¬ 
jections to renovate or construct a new DPW building 
ranged from $3.6 million to $5 million. 

Under the terms of the purchase and sale agree¬ 
ment, the town has until Friday, February 28th, to 
complete its review of the properly, and until Tuesday, 
March 4th, by 5:00 p.m. to obtain purchase approvals 
from the council and needed funding. 

Town Council President Gina Letellier told us, 'Tm 
very pleased that this happened so smoothly' and 
quickly, and- that we were able to get everything in 
place without sacrificing our ability to ask questions." 

Mayor Richard A. Cohen was present and spoke at 
Monday night’s Council meeting; "I am here this 
evening as the Mayor to urge the City Council to vote 
in favor of the resolutions for the purchase and appro¬ 
priation for a new DPW facility. This has been a high 
priority for my administration and the City Council for 
numerous years." 

Councilor Richard Morassi had questions about the 
wisdom of the town borrowing $880,000 when there 
were monies available in emergency funds which 
could theoretically cover the full cost of the building at 
1000 Suffield Street. Spreadsheets detailing the 
financing of the project - including an analysis demon¬ 
strating a 60/40 split share calculation analyzing the 
distribution of costs of the major DPW operations 
(between self-sustaining funds and the general fund) 

- offered some insight. Morassi ended up "agreeing to 
disagree.” but voted In favor of purchasing the build¬ 
ing for (he DPW. 

With respect to Morassi's questions, Stone pre¬ 
sented a memo dated February 19th to the council, 
with copies to Cohen, Tax Collector/Treasurer Laurel 
Placzek, and Dr. Mary Czajkowski, Superintendent of 
Schools. The memo included information to clarify 
certain aspects of his original proposal. 
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In addition to figures and percentages. Stone point¬ 
ed out, ‘The Department of Public Works provides 
many services not related to water and sewer opera¬ 
tions. These include the construction and mainte¬ 
nance of our streets, highways, and sidewalks: main¬ 
tenance of all municipal grounds, including school 
property, athletic fields, parks, and playgrounds; solid 
waste/recycling collection and disposal; engineering 
services: and maintenance and fueling of all municipal 
vehicles, except maintenance of the fire vehicles. 

In working with the town treasurer to determine the 
best method to finance the acquisition, we had 
lengthy discussions relative to the merits of borrowing 
(versus paying) from available funds such as water 
surplus or the stabilization fund." 

Councilor Jill Simpson did add that it was unfortu¬ 
nate that Agawam would benefit due to the misfortune 
of Spartan Saw, a company which has been a part of 
Agawam for many years and has been losing profits 
due to the most recent recession and even prior to the 
tragedy of September 11th, 2001. 

Cohen spoke with us on Tuesday, the day after the 
council’s unanimous vote.He said, “I am very pleased 
that the City Council unanimously approved the acqui¬ 
sition of the facility on Suffield Street for our new DPW 
site. While fiscal times are tough, this was an oppor¬ 
tunity that presented itself to the City of Agawam, 
which allowed us to resolve a situation that has exist¬ 
ed for almost 12 years. 

The Main Street site," Cohen continued, “was orig¬ 
inally intended as a temporary DPW site. This new 
facility will benefit the community now and welt into 
the future. Jack Stone, Laurel Placzek, Debbie 
Dachos, Nick Urbanati, the entire administration, and 
the City Council are to be commended for their wis¬ 
dom in securing this facility.” 

The old DPW building on Main Street is located on 
2.7 acres. Stone said despite the loss of one to 1.5 
man years in travel time each year because of the 
DPW's out-of-the-way location, poor security at the 
old facility, and safety issues such as the lack of fire 
alarm systems, non-code materials and wiring, and 
improper access/egress to the second floor, the 
employees of the DPW have provided Agawam resi¬ 
dents with superior service. 


want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding Hills? 
Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! A one-yeai 
ubscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to “The Advertiser 
News,”RO. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


If Your Bank Has Forgotten Your Name. 



' 1 > P 



Maybe It's Time To 
Come In And Meet Us! 

If your bank has gotten too big to care 
about your business, stop in and let us 
show you what friendly service feels 
like! And, we'll give you a $50 bonus 
when you open a new checking account! 

Q FREE Checking Accounts 

□ FREE HCU ATM Card or 
MasterMoney Debit Card 

□ FREE on-line banking with 
FREE on-line bill paying 


Holyoke 


CREDIT UNION 

Service and Value to our Members! 

490 Westfield Road • Holyoke ♦ 413 532-7007 

Drive -TItru Open 730 am Monday - Saturday 


Plus!- 




$50 Bonus! 

When you open a new HCU Checking Account! 

Limited time offer. See details below. 


HCU Info 24:1^888-267-9379 
www.holyokecu.com 


Membership in the Holyoke Credit Union is open to anyone who lives or works in Hampden or'Hampshire counties. 


HCU’s J50 Chscicno Bonus Pwmani is a limiied (ime oiler and maybe changed or withdrawn at any time wrthoui nonce To recAiw itn Dhur 
HCU only, and oiler is lirriited o one nsr denn^itfir/momhar r'.nmini wni rharinnn 


deposit o( your tiei paycnecir, bociai oecuriiy pap eni, or other reltremenl { 

WU only, and oiler is limited to one per deposiiof/memEer Current HCU checking account owners are meiigibie Checlona account h 
01 opemng All new accounts are veriiied through NCPS and Equtlax The $50 Checking Bonus Payment is cZfderKned (nffi 


) Checking Bonus Payment you must open 
, . , ur new checking account at HCU upon 

layment This oiler applies to new checking accounts opened at 
Checlong account will be debited lor $50 il closed wilhin one year 








Page 8 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


February 27, 2003 



Agawam’s version of ’’American Idol”... 



KARAOKE IS A POPULAR Friday night activity at the Springfield Turnverein (176 Garden Street). These song-filled evenings are a great way 
to begin a weekend. Thanks to “DJ” Richard Thayer (left photo), everybody is a karaoke star. Each Friday evening, he sets up the equipment 
and provides the brave vocalists with lists of songs to choose from. Pictured above with Thayer is Shirley LaBaff, who is giving her rendition of 
a ’’Big Band" favorite. However, there’s more to the fun than just singing, as Patricia Booth and Norm Ringuette (center photo) demonstrate 
their dancing skills to those in attendance. In right photo: Richard Holland takes his turn at the mike with "It Had To Be You" during a recent 

karaoke festivity. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


Donations still being accepted for 
Leonard House fundraiser 


Once again, it is time for the Trustees of the 
Leonard House to invite all residents, social groups, 
and businesses to become a “Friend of the Captain 
Charles Leonard House" by giving a gift in any 
amount to help with the maintenance and improve- 
ment needs of the house. 

To keep the house in good condition, the Trustees 
undertake at least one major project a year. With a 
building of this size and historic character, many main¬ 
tenance and improvement projects are always on the 
agenda. This past fall, all of the antique shutters on 
the house were repaired and painted. This summer, 
the Trustees hope to begin painting the house, one 


section at a time. 

The Trustees are looking for financial support, in 
any amount, to help with the costs of maintaining this 
historic landmark and keeping the Leonard House the 
beautiful treasure that it Is. Please consider becoming 
a Friend in 2003 by contributing this year. 

Donors’ names will be recorded in the "Friends 
record book” kept on display in the front hallway of the 
house. 

Tax-deductible donations may be sent to the 
Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA 01001. 


PV Girl Scouts 
honor “Women 
of Distinction” 

Rosemarie Brandoli of West Suffiefd, Connecticut 
is among five women to have been named the 
“Pioneer Valley Year 2003 Women of Distinction” cel¬ 
ebrating spirited women. This prestigious award is 
sponsored by the Girls Scouts of Pioneer Valley. 
Leading sponsor of the event is Health New England. 
Corporate sponsors are United Cooperative Bank and 
Eastern Advertising. 

These spirited women were chosen based upon 
their abilities to lift our spirits, brighten a day, impact a 
life, and change a world through their work and life. 

They will be honored at the prestigious Girl Scout 
of Pioneer Valley “Women of Distinction” event sched¬ 
uled for Thursday, March 20th. The dinner will be held 
at the Sheraton Springfield at 5:30 p.m. and promises 
to be a very uplifting evening of fun and friendship. 

SEE GIRL SCOUTS - Page 9 


“Casino Night” for parents at The Hippodrome 

A “Casino Night” for parents will be held at The Tickets are $7, and the proceeds will benefit the 
Hippodrome (1700 Main Street, Springfield) on March Agawam Little League. 

22nd from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. For further details, contact Scott Karam, 786-5684. 


Make Your Home Beautiful This Season With Hoskin Rug & Tile 


Berber 

Only 

$2.45 sq.ft. 

Reg. 3.05 
installed w/6lb. 
rebond padding 


We've Got You Covered 



Apply today 
and enjoy the 
convenience of an 

ABBEY CARPET 
CREDIT CARD* 


Saxony 

Only 

$2.75 sq.ft. 

Reg. 3.00 
installed \v/6lb. 
rebond padding 


15% OFF 

All Stock 
Vinyl 

Great Choices 


Select 

Ceramic Tile 

starting at 

$2.00 sq. ft. 


|O«/v$3*60 Sq. Ft. 

Reg. $4.45 

Solid Oak 
Prefinished Flooring 
2-1/4 Width 
4 Colors 


\Onlv 

$2.75 sq... 

Reg. $3.80 

Interlocking 
laminate 
5 color 


HOSKIN RUG & TILE 

16 Southwick St * Feeding Hills * 786-8085 
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Ahtuy Carpet... the Place to Ite! 





CARPET VINYL 


Store Hours: 

Mon., Tues., Wed. 9-5 pm^ 
Thurs. & Frl. 9-8 pm s' 
__ Sat. 9-4 pm * 





TTarv-l eERAivtic 

wood tile Laminate 
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Friends of Agawam 
Public Library to 
meet on Mar. 13th 

The Friends of the Agawam Public Library will hold 
a meeting on Thursday, March 13th, at 7:00 p.m. In 
the Community Room of the library. All those who are 
interested in becoming members or finding out more 
about the group are invited to attend. 

The agenda for this meeting will include the elec¬ 
tion of the Board of Directors and the adoption of by¬ 
laws. 

The Friends of the Agawam Public Library is a non¬ 
profit organization whose function is to promote and 
assist the public library by providing volunteer servic¬ 
es, fundraising events, and educational activities. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this 
group but are unable to attend this meeting, please 
send a note to “Friends of the Agawam Public 
Library," P.O. Box 478, Feeding Hills, MA 01030- 
0478, or e-mail Dameladi@attbi.com . You name will 
be placed on the Friends’ mailing list, and you will be 
notified of the next meeting. 

Please DO NOT CONTACT THE AGAWAM PUB¬ 
LIC LIBRARY. Friends groups are separate entities, 
and they are ng| connected to any town/city govern¬ 
ment. 

“Agawam Day 2003” 
set for March 5th 
in Tarpon Springs 

For those lucky townspeople who are spending the 
winter in Florida, don’t forget that the 22nd annual pic¬ 
nic - “Agawam Day 2003” - will be held on 
Wednesday, March 5th. Attendees will be getting 
together with friends at Fred Howard Park in Tarpon 
Springs, Shelter #5. 

Please bring your lunch, beverages, and chairs. 

We welcome new friends and love to see old 
friends. Of course, donations for our door prize table 
are more than welcome. 

See you there! 

For further information, call Joan & Bill Martel at 
(727) 938-3272, or Barbara Tessicini at (727) 938- 
1752. 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 

12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 
any articles that can be brought in 
on Mondays. Thank you. 

Look Who 40 
Happy Birthday 

Marv! 

" 



Love, 

Mom & Dad 


The Agawam Advertiser News 



NOAH RIVERA 


Benefit dinner 
for Noah Rivera to 
be held Mar. 22nd 

A benefit dinner will be held Saturday, March 22nd 
at the St. Joe’s Club in Westfield for Noah Rivera. 
Noah has been diagnosed with leukemia and he 
fights for his life every day. 

According to his Godmother, “Noah Is a strong 
child with a huge will to live. He is not going to give in 
to this disease! After a!l. you cannot change yester¬ 
day: you can only make the best of today and hope 
for the most of tomorrow." 

There will be food served from 2:00-7:00 p.m. 
There will also be a raffle, music, and beverages. 
Come anytime after 2:00. Tickets are $10 and may be 
purchased by calling 568-3891 or 786-5493. 

Noah is the son of Shannon and Remo Rivera and 
has two brothers, Kyle and Ethan. He is the grandson 
of Mary and Kip Regnier, Donna Regnier and Bob 
Milan and Laura and Radames Rivera. His great- 
grandparents are Edgar and Virginia Regnier. 
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Golden Age Club, 
Chap. 2 to host 
Charlie Prose show 

Charlie Prose is back ... with his new two-hour, 
side-splitting comedy show. He’s the master of funny 
stories, on-stage antics, singing and performing at the 
grand piano, holding his audience spellbound. 

If you’ve only heard his tapes, wait ‘til you see him 
live! 

The Agawam Golden Age Club, Chapter 2 will host 
the Charle Prose Show on Thursday, April 3rd at 
Chez Josef. Cost is $60 per person and includes the 
show, a welcome reception, lunch {salad, prime rib or 
salmon, famous mud pie, and beverage), tax, and 
gratuity. 

There will also be a special cameo performance by 
Charlie’s longtime friend and special guest, talented 
singing star David Grayson. 

A live band and the Charlie’s Angels Singers make 
this a dynamic afternoon with Charlie Prose. 

For reservations, call Art Usher at 786-3567. 


GIRL SCOUTS - from Page 8 

Rosemarie is the owner of Rosemarie’s Beauty 
Salon in Agawam and provides service to patients 
through the “Look Good Feel Better" Program affiliat¬ 
ed with many local medical facilities. She "uses her 
personality and gifts to light one candle and not curse 
the darkness. ” 

Highlights of the program will include guest emcee 
Kelsey Flynn of The Villa Jidiots, a New England 
improvisational comedy group and Improv Woosta. 
She is co-founder of NetMirth, a company dedicated 
to bringing the wonders of improv into the workplace 
through training and performance. 

A graduate of Smith College, Kelsey also travels 
up and down the east coast as a stand-up comic. The 
“Women of Distinction’’ will share their stories and 
sources of inspiration and enthusiasm. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


Drs. Joseph M. & Katherine S. Schlaffer 



Schlaffer Chiropractic 


* Complete Family Chiropractic Care. 

* X-Ray Facility With Low Exposure Rare Earth System. 

* Emergencies Accepted. 

* Evenings And Saturday Appointments Available. 

* We Accept The Following: Medicare, BlueCare 65, BC/BS of 
Mass,, BC/BS Federal Plans, The Pioneer Health Group, Unicare, 
Harvard Pilgrim, Consolidated PPO, Cigna, Connecticare, GIC 
Indemnity Plan, Secure Horizons, Tri-State Teamsters, Tufts 
Health Plan, Unisys, Worker^s Compensation,Automobile 
Insurance, BC/BS of CT-Anthem, 

192 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam 
789-1369 or 789-1073 
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Ziti dinner benefits Rosie Robotics... 



AT THE AMERICAN LEGION POST in Agawam, a ziti and meatball dinner was held recent¬ 
ly to benefit the Rosie Robitics program at Agawam High School. Front row: Heather Burgen, 
Paul Goehlert, Marty Gorman (holding a portion of the robot), Rosie Robotics faculty advisor 
John Burns, Kristopher Kelly, and Max Bertrand. Second row: Kyle Henry, Lynn Henry, 
Meghan Henry, Caitlin Geaughan, Kayla Goehlert, Ashley Gorman, and Jay Cameron. Third 
row: Neal Cameron, Jaclyn Geaughan, Mary Gottardi, and Dana Henry. Back row: Steven 
Goehlert, Charlene Cameron, Shawn Burgen, Michael Martin, Bryant Cesan, and Steven 

laCOlO. Advertiser News photo by Kjithy Shepurd. 


Calendar of March 
events for Golden 
Age Club, Chapter 2 

Monday, Mar. 3rd; Bus trip to Mohegan Sun 
Casino 

Wed., Mar. 5th: Regular meeting, 1:30 p.m. at the 
Senior Center. Joyce Doyle, storyteller, will entertain. 

Mon., Mar. 17th: Trip to the Delaney House for a 
St. Patrick’s Day dinner and entertainment by the fab¬ 
ulous Josie O'Donnell. 

Wed., Mar. 19th; Regular meeting, 1:30 p.m. at the 
Senior Center. Shorty Gagne will present a musical 
program. 

Fri., Mar. 28th: Board of Directors' meeting, 1:00 
p.m. at the Senior Center. 

For information on trips, please call Arthur Usher at 
786-3567. 

All Agawam seniors are cordially invited to join 
Chapter 2. Please see Rosemarie Usher, vice-presi¬ 
dent. 

Native American 
Intertribal Veterans 
Pow-Wow in May 

The Northeast Woodlands Native American 
Intertribal Veterans Pow-Wow will be held May 17th 
and 18th at the Polish American Club, 139 Southwick 
St., Route 57 (just past the center of Feeding Hills). 

The Pow-Wow will feature dancing, drumming, 
food crafts by Native Americans, and storytelling by 
Rainbow Walker. 

Host drum is Nipmuck Turtle Drum with Black 
Feather as MC. from 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Grand 
entry will be at noon. 

Admission is $2 for adults, $1 for Elders, and free 
for children six and under. 

NO DRUGS ... NO ALCOHOL ... AND NO BAD 
ATTITUDES. 

***** 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 

Southwick Street, Feeding Hills (above 
Remiiiard insurance), please note that our 
main entrance is in the back. Thank you... 


Calendar of March 
events for Golden 
Age Club, Chapter 1 

Fri., Mar. 7th: Board of Directors’ meeting, 1:00 
p.m., Agawam Senior Center 

Wed., Mar. 12th: Meeting Day, 1:30 p.m.. Senior 
Center. Nomination of officers. We will collect for the 
Easter raffle. Our speaker'will be Linda Stone from 
the Massachusetts Senior Action Council. 

Wed., Mar. 19th: Feast of St. Joseph at the 
Stamford Italian Center in Stamford. CT. Call 
Jeannette Dore at 786-4235 for information. 

Wed., Mar. 26th; Meeting Day, 1:30 p.m., Senior 
Center. Election of officers. Easter raffle. 

All Agawam seniors are invited to join our club. 
Please see Mary DelNegro for membership. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 
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Corned beef dinner 

The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center will be 
holding a Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner at the 
Senior Center on Thursday, March 6th at 5:30 p.m. 

This Is a fundraiser for the Friends organization to 
purchase furnishings for the enlarged Senior Center. 
Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 for children and may 
be purchased at the Senior Center. 

To order tickets, call the Senior Center at 821- 
0604. 

Mohegan Sun trip 

The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center will 
sponsor a trip to Mohegan Sun Casino on Monday. 
April 28th. 

The cost is $16 and includes a $10 meal and $10 
on the Big Wheel, plus gratuities. 

We will leave the Senior Center at 8:00 a.m. We 
will be leaving the Casino at 4:00 p.m, and arriving 
home at 5:30 p.m. 

This trip is open to the public. For more informa¬ 
tion, call Nellie Mathias at 786-9093. 

Trip to Nova Scotia & 

Prince Edward Island... 

Take a 10-day trip by deluxe motor coach to Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island leaving from the 
Agawam Senior Center on September 7th and return¬ 
ing on September 16th. 

This 10-day trip includes a journey along the Cabot 
Trail, a two-night stay in Cape Breton Island, as well 
as a tour of Halifax. We’ll spend two nights in 
Charlottetown, PEI and visit several of the highlights 
there. We’ll see the scenic Peggy’s Cove, The 
Citadel, and many other places. Coming home, we’ll 
stop in Bar Harbor and tour Arcadia National Park. 
We will leave time for shopping and sightseeing along 
the way. 

For more information, please call Cathy Sears at 
786-9526. 

***** 

For all the hometown news, you turn our 

pages each and every week... AANH! 

***** 


Alan L. Ferrigno 


Attorney at Law 




546 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

(413) 786-9454 

Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 
Wrongful Discharge from Employment 
Business Organization/Litigation 
Incorporation 

Estate/Medicaid PlanningA/Vills 
DWI Defense 

Over 25 years professional experience 
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Parade marshal receives proclamation... 



MAYOR RICHARD COHEN (far left) presented a proclamation recently to Robert Magovern, 
the 2003 Agawam parade marshal. Looking on is William Pfau (far right), chairman of the 
Agawam St. Patrick's Committee. 


Call Agawam Senior Ctr. for info... 

“Shamrock Serenade” 
coming to Chez Josef 

On Thursday, March 13th, “Shamrock Serenade" - 
a new and original St. Patrick’s Day celebration - will 
take place at Chez Josef in Agawam at 12:00 noon. 
Celebrate St. Patrick's Day w/th Luci/le Gould, the 
original “Cabaret Lulu,” and her all-star cast from the 
Broadway theater and the stages of the world in a 
unique tribute to the music and humor of the Emerald 
Isle. 

During “Shamrock Serenade." you will be serenad¬ 
ed by and sing along to your favorite Irish melodies; 
meet “Lulu's” magical leprechaun, which is here to 
steal your heart away: laugh your way through Dublin 
Town with Ole Merry Nellie; and follow your heart and 
join our celebration for an entertainment “pot of gold” 
that will make this St, Paddy’s Day your most memo¬ 
rable. 


Agawam St. Patrick’s 
Committee slates 
meetings for March 

The Agawam St. Patrick's Committee will meet at 
7:00 p.m. on three Thursday evenings in March: 

* March 6th and 13th - Bethany Assembly of God’s 
meeting room, 580 Main Street, Agawam. 

* March 20th - Country Estates, 1200 Suffield 
Street, Agawam. 

The 2003 Agawam Colleen and her Court will also 
attend the meeting on March 6th. 

William Pfau, committee president, encourages all 
members to attend these meetings in order to com¬ 
plete the plans for the upcoming Holyoke Parade on 
Sunday, March 23rd. 


Page 11 

Jay O’Sullivan 
testimonial to be 
held March 16th 

The Wilson Thompson Post 185 American Legion 
family will host a testimonial for past Post 
Commander Jay O'Sullivan on Sunday. March 16th 
from 1:00-5:00 p.m. at the Post home at 478 
Springfield St., Agawam. 

Light refreshments, hors d’oeuvres, music, and 
more. Come help us acknowledge ail of Jay’s contri¬ 
butions to our community. Jay has served as a mem¬ 
ber of the Agawam Veterans’ Council for many years 
and has assisted the veterans of Post 185 as Post 
Chaplain. 

Tickets are available in advance at the Post or at 
the door for $10. All proceeds, after expenses, will be 
presented to the O'Sullivan family to help cover med¬ 
ical expenses. 

if you would like to do a personal presentation to 
past Commander O’Sullivan or need further informa¬ 
tion. please call Bill Quesnel at 532-9527, Mary Ellen 
Morissette at 789-9844, or Tina Henson at Post 185 
786-4806. 

Jimmy Balboni 
scholarship dinner 
set for Mar. 9th 

The Wilson Thompson Post 185 American Legion 
family will host their Annual Jimmy Balboni Memorial 
Scholarship. 

This dinner is held annually in memory of Jimmy 
Balboni, who was the American Legion Post 185 
baseball coach for many years. 

Dinner will be corned beef and ham with all the fix¬ 
ings on Sunday, March 9th from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the 
Post home at 478 Springfield Street, Agawam. 

Tickets are available in advance at the Post home 
or at the door for $10. 

If you would like further information, please contact 
William Quesnel at 532-9527 or williamquesnelfSthe- 
spa.com or call 786-4806. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


The cost of this luncheon is $36, which includes a 
snack mix and relish tray for each table, “shamrock 
soup." and your choice of entree - Dublin corned beef 
& cabbage or boneless stuffed breast of chicken 
supreme - accompanied by assorted hot breads & 
rolls, fresh vegetable medley, Irish potatoes, 
grasshopper Ice cream pie, and beverage (coffee or 
tea). 

Checks are payable to “H. David Weinstein." For 
more information, please contact the Agawam Senior 
Center at 821-0604 or 821-0605. 


Our deadline is 
each Tuesday at 
12:00 noon; however, 
we appreciate any 
articles, press releas¬ 
es, letters, etc., that 
can be brought in on 
Mondays. Thank you. 

ADVERTISER 

NEWS!!! 



Beautiful Agawam 

Riverfront 

New To Market 

*** 

OPEN HOUSE 


March 2nd, 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
47 Riverview Ave., Agawam 

8-ROOM SINGLE-FAMIL Y RANCH 


*1,733 Square Feet 
*4 Bedrooms - 1 Bath 
*Living Room w/FirepIace 
*Eat-In Kitchen - Dining Room 
*Sunroom and 3 Bedrooms 
w/River View 
*Master Bedroom Bay & 
French Door to Deck 

Yours For $192M0 - By 


*Hardwood Floors 
*Built in 1958 
*Lot Size - .35 Acre 
* I -Car Garage 

*Newer Vinyl Siding, Windows 
Dock Your Boat on Your River! 

•k-kicklf 

*Pre-Approved Buyers Top Priority. 
Buyers’Agents Welcome at 1.5% 

Owner - Call 413-246-0464 




Light Is great. 


Unless it's reflecting on your glasses. 


ljg*il can go from oeinQ spocloculof fo Cwhg a tool nusonceif il'scotulonlly redacting on your glosses. Cfbol"aniMei:« i-'. 
cooled lenses reduce sucn probloms, which oro often caused by comouier xreens, oncoming heodlghlsondhorsh lighfin 
Moving ino svorld, and fghf. look boiler n your eyes. Come talk wilh us lo learn more. 


Agawam Opticians 

338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam - 786-0719 - "Since 1972" 


Crizal’ 


50% 2nd Pair Discount, Over 800 FramesTb Choose From, Eyeglasses, 
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses. Senior Discount, Blue Cross/HMO Blue Discount, 
Health New England Discount. Tufts - Secure Horizons - Blue Care 65 


eSSlljOR 

Cunt b a tcQb<«RKl tirxtmnart ol SuKr iirarmloral S A 9X02 Obbr of Amarieo. Inc. Ai rtghb merrsd. 
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Local businesswoman keeps 
“ScholarshipNight” going 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

“I noticed announcements on the tables at last 
year’s Scholarship Night at Agawam High School and 
saw that the Guidance Office was planning to discon¬ 
tinue the event,” resident and local businesswoman 
Mary Ellen Morissette told us when asked what led 
her to volunteer to coordinate this year’s AHS 
Scholarship Night, slated for Wednesday, March 12th. 

The Guidance Office personnel will help Mrs. 
Morissette set up tables for the scholarship represen¬ 
tatives, but the tables will be situated in the hallways, 
due to a scheduling glitch that prevents the use of the 
cafeteria or the auditorium. It will be up to Mrs. 
Morissette to send out press releases to the media 
and announcements on public access television. 

However, she told The Agawam Advertiser News 
that the scholarship representatives, interested stu¬ 
dents, and their parents should plan to spend from 
7:00-8:00 p.m. on March 12th gathering information 
about scholarships that may be of interest to them. 

"Last year, when I asked why the event was being 
cancelled, t was told that it was because of lack of 
participation from the scholarship representatives. I 
said I would like to help prevent their cancelling the 
Scholarship Night, and I received a phone call at 7:00 
a.m. the following day telling me the school was 100 
percent behind me.” 

The applications are available for students to pick 
up at Mrs. Morlssette’s place of business, American 
Home Care, 35 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, and 
at the AHS Guidance Office. 

"I called the Guidance Office in September, to get 
organized and plan how I would handle the scholar¬ 
ship evening. In December, I picked up a page for 
each scholarship, including the name, criteria for it, 
and contact names and phone numbers. Somehow, 
there was a mix up, and before the Guidance Office 
could schedule the cafeteria for Scholarship Night, it 
was booked for the Athletic Awards Banquet. A 
fundraiser called “Mr. Agawam” has been scheduled 
for the auditorium that night. The best part of all this is 
that the hallways will be full of people and it will be a 
perfect time for parents and students to pick up schol¬ 
arship applications. They'll all be right there.” said 
Mrs. Morissette. 

She was updated on all current information at a 
meeting on February 13th that she conducted at the 
American Legion. She has taken responsibility for 
making signs for the wails of AHS and she made fly¬ 
ers to leave at various locations around town. 

‘The scholarship representatives were very kind, 
and thanked me for taking this on,” she told us! 
"They’ve been super. Many of them asked if I had a 
student in school, if that was the reason I took on this 
project. I am a private citizen who has two daughters 
and four grandchildren, two of them attending 
Agawam Public Schools. When they get to high 
school, I d like them to have a Scholarship Night.” 

Mrs. Morissette stressed that the scholarship rep¬ 
resentatives must notify the Guidance Office at AHS 
by May 1st of who the recipient of their scholarship 
will be so that the name can be printed in the program 
for Awards Night in June and published in The 
Agawam Advertiser News. 

Mrs. Morissette moved to Agawam in 1993. She 
married Daniel Mach of Shoef, Pennsylvania in 1971, 
having met him at Westfield’s Noble Hospital. They 



MARY ELLEN MORISSETTE 


had two daughters, Jennifer and Lorelie. Daniel 
passed away in 1982. 

After a time, Mary Ellen met Lawrence Morissette, 
who became her second husband. He was a World 
War II veteran, which made her eligible to belong to 
the Agawam Wilson Thompson American Legion 
Auxiliary Post 185. Her second husband passed away 
in 1999. 

Mrs. Morissette could have belonged to the Legion 
because her father, stepfather, grandfather, and her 
stepson, Mark Morissette, ail are veterans. She has 
been unit president for Post 185 for seven years. She 
is serving a one-year term as director for Hampden 
County District 3 American Legion Auxiliary, a one- 
year term as department chairman for Junior Activities 
for American Legion Auxiliary, Department of 
Massachusetts, and a one-year term as junior chair¬ 
man for leadership for the Department of 
Massachusetts, American Legion Auxiliary. 

She is in her second year as president for Orville 
Burt Post 1632 VFW Ladies Auxiliary and is conduc¬ 
tress for District 7 VFW Ladies Auxiliary, a one-year 
term. 

She also runs an internet business. For more infor¬ 
mation, visit www.aoldentools com 

Her four grandchildren are Tyler, Corey, Kiley, and 
Meghan. “I am very blessed. I have a great family and 
a lot of friends. My office staff takes all my calls and 
the phone is covered 24 hours a day. I recently 
opened a new business, American Home Care. We 
cater to our clients. The same people go out on calls, 
so patients are familiar with them. I will resource each 
patient. If they are low income, I check every resource 
available to help them. There are a lot of resources 
available, such as daycare. There are multiple sclero¬ 
sis grants or Alzheimer grants. American Home Care 
is for private pay. 

"We can schedule help with the home minimum 
Medicare or Medicaid, or we can provide private duty, 
even in a nursing home, a private home, a hospital, or 
assisted living. We can arrange to accompany a 
patient to dinner, to do shopping, or to other needs of 
life. We employ certified nurses aides and home 
health aides. Our rates are not the lowest, but not the 
highest. We have a two-hour minimum for $18.50 an 
hour. Someone is available 24 hours a day and It’s the 
same team of people.” 

She said that the first visit lasts 40 to 50 minutes to 
assess the situation. “We exhaust the services that 
are free first and go from there." Her former business. 
Wings, is closed. American Home Care has been set 
up differently and has eliminted previous limitations 
regarding Insurance coverage. 

A person with such a busy life may not seem a like¬ 
ly candidate to take on a Scholarship Night for AHS 
students. “I have a lot of help. I think things wilt go 
smoothly, and I'm looking forward to a successful 
event," 


! Ag. Senior Center’s ! 

! weekly lunch menu ! 

I I 

I Mon., Mar. 3rd: Shepherd's pie, spinach, I 

* banana. ■ 

I Tues., Mar. 4th: Corn chowder, chicken cutlet | 
I w/lettuce & tomato on a roll, birthday cake. i 

* Wed., Mar. 5th: Ash Wednesday - macaroni & * 

I cheese, stewed tomatoes, tapioca pudding. - 

I Thurs., Mar. 6th: Pork chops, mashed potatoes, I 

* mixed veggies, peaches. ■ 

I Fri., Mar. 7th: Tomato/rice soup, tuna on whole | 
I wheat roll, beets, applesauce. i 

[ (All meals served with whole grain breads; menu [ 
I subject to change without notice.) . 

Senior Ctr. to offer 
Computer Class 

The Agawam Senior Center will be offering a 10- 
week Computer Class starting on Tuesday, March 4th 
at 1:00 p.m. 

The two-hour class will be held every Tuesday. The 
Instructor will be Denis Bessette, who is currently 
teaching at the West Springfield Center and was rec¬ 
ommended by Gail Freeman. 

Any interested senior, please call 821-0604 to sign¬ 
up. Class is limited. 

The 10-week class will have a tuition of $50, paid 
in advance. Learn everything from introductory to the 
Internet. A future class on digital cameras and photo 
printing is also being planned. 

Roswell Civil War 
Round Table to 
host meeting 

The Roswell Civil War Round Table will host "Civil 
War Medicine" by Dr. Paul Griffel on Wednesday, 
March 12th at the American Legion Hall, Post 185, 
478 Springfield St., Agawam. 

The meeting is free and open to the general public. 
Children under the age of 15 must be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. Light refreshments will be 
offered. 

P/ease note: The Roswell CWRT meeting will be 
cancelled if, on the day of the meeting, the Agawam 
Public Schools have cancelled attendance due to 
inclement weather. 

For more Information, call Wendell Haire at 789- 
0877. 

Spfid. Turnverein 
to host ham dinner 

The Springfield Turnverein at 176 Garden Street in 
Feeding Hills Is sponsoring a Baked Ham Dinner on 
Friday, February 28th at the club. 

Serving will be from 6:00-7:30 p.m. and wHl include 
dessert and beverage. Donation is $5 for adults and 
$3 for children under 12 years of age. 

Please make your reservations by calling the Club 
at 786-0924. All are welcome to stay after dinner and 
enjoy an evening of karaoke. 

Walking group to 
meet in March 

Are you experiencing “cabin fever"? Then come 
join us every Monday morning at 9:00 a.m. during the 
month of March for an hour-long walking treat. 

We are four American International College stu¬ 
dents, and we want to walk with you! Learn about 
exercise and a healthy lifestyle, and have fun doing it. 

See you on March 3rd at 9:00 a.m.! For more infor¬ 
mation, call the Agawam Senior Center at 821-0604 
or 821-0605. 


***** 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser New 
A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today 
The Advertiser News,” RO. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


















W^. We ^ 

reasons 

, to bank ■ , 
Lwith usli 


C^pcraove . 


,i\v{! 


^ ’ The Agawam Advertiser News 

o benefit ''Agawam Field Hockey Enro-Tour” team... 

The One Man Comedy Tornado 
coming to Agawam on Friday, March 7th 

Comedian Paul Venier is coming Friday, March 7th training and instruction 
the Springfield Turnverein on Garden Street. This xk h 

li be his only local appearance and is sure to self * 'r local teams while 

It. traveling to Belgium, Holland, London, and Germany. 

Venier has credits that include “The Tonight Show" growth and improved skills are sure to result 

ay Leno," and “Comedy Central.” His musical tal- students travel and represent Agawam, 

ts add to his show, with many Billy Joel tunes, and '''^® comedy show starts at 8:30 p.m., with door 
n-stop energy from start to finish. You can check given away, as well as a 50/50 raffle. Please 

n out on his website: www.comedvtornado.cQm . come ... laugh until it hurts ... and support Agawam 
This will be a benefit show for the Agawam Field hockey. 

ickey Euro-Tour team, a wonderful group of 12 stu- For tickets, call Beth Chambers at 786-8764 Cost 
nts traveling to Europe for two weeks of intensive is $15 in advance and $18 at the door. 

***** 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... ADVERTISER NEWSni 


COMEDIAN PAUL VENIER 


Want to keep up 
on all the latest 
news in Agawam 
and Feeding 
Hills? Then be 
sure to subscribe 
to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! 
A one-year 
subscription 
costs only $26, 
so mail your 
check today 
to ‘The 
Advertiser 
News," 

RO. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, 
MA 01030. 


FREE Cfiecldng & FREE Savings 

No minimum balance requirements. No monthly 
service charges. No monthly per check fees. Your 
first order of checks is free. 

Use Other ATMs... 

At No Charge 

We don't charge our customers for 
using ATMs owned by other banks, 
aedit unions or private companies. 

Use SUM ATMs... 

Without Surcharges 

Just look for the SUM logo on over 1,800 '-- 

ATMs. Other ATM owners outside the SUM ' SUM 
program may impose a surcharge or 
convenience fee. 

FREE Debit Card 

Shop and dine at millions of locations fWpSiSH 
worldwide, anywhere VISA® is accepted. 

And don't forget to use your card to get 
cash back at supermarkets. 

FREE Online Banking 

Bank online on your time from home, work or on-the-road, 

Telephone Banking 

24/7 banking by phone. 


If you visit the 
Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 
Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills 
(above Remillard 
Insurance), 
please note that 
our main 
entrance is in the 
back. Please 
park on the side 
of the building 
and use the back 
entrance. 
Thank you... 


Switching to United is easy! 

We've made switching your checking account 
over to United easy and hassle-free. Just stop 
by any office or call 413-787-1700. 


For all the 
hometown 
news, you 
turn our 
pages each 
and every 
week... 
AANH! 


United 


Cooperative Bank 

West Springfield • Downtown Springfield • East Springfield 
Indian Orchard • 16 Acres • Longmeadow • Ludlow * Fading Hills 
Westfield • Huntington »Holyoke • Northampton (loan office) 

www.bankatunlted.com 

Merrcef SF f 

Member FDIC ■: 












***** 
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CURTIS A. DORE & KIMBERLY A. FAUST 


CARLO BALBONI & REBEKAH FIXLER 


JASON TURCOTTE & KIMBERLY HOLLINGER 


Rebekah Fixler 
engaged to wed 


Kimberly Hollinger 
engaged to wed 


Curtis A. Dore 

Mr. & Mrs. William Faust are pleased to announce 
the engagement of their daughter, Kimberly A. Faust 
of Feeding Hills, to Curtis A. Dore of West Springfield. 
The future bridegroom is the son of Joanne Okraska 
of Holyoke and Craig Dore of Feeding Hills. 

The future bride is a 1996 graduate of Agawam 
High School, and is employed by H.P. Hood, Inc. of 
Suffield, Connecticut. 

Her fiance is a 1993 graduate of West Springfield 
High School, and is employed in a family business. 

A June 2003 wedding is planned. 


Travel Connections LTD 

10 Chestnut St. * West Springfield 

732-1313 

Please come to an information night 
with Travel Connections and 


Carlo Balboni 

Dr. David and Susan Fixler of Dallas, Texas 
announce the engagement of their daughter, 
Rebekah, to Carlo Balboni, son of Gail and Martin 
Balboni of Ohio Avenue, West Springfield. 

The future bride is a graduate of the University of 
Colorado. She is pursuing a master’s degree at San 
Francisco State University in California. 

Her fiance is a graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst. He is a sales representa¬ 
tive for Wurth, U.S.A. in California. 

The future bridegroom Is the grandson of Mrs. 

Carlo Balboni of Agawam 
and the late Mr. Balboni. 
I His maternal grandparents 

-Li X -L/ are Mrs. Leo Carrarini and 
the late Mr. Carrarini. 

ringfield I The wedding is planned 

for September 27th. 


ADVERTISER 

NEWS 


Jason E. Turcotte 

Walter & Sandra Hollinger of Agawam are pleased 
to announce the engagement of their daughter, 
Kimberly Ann Hollinger of Salem, to Jason Edward 
Turcotte, also of Salem. Jason is the son of Gail & 
Kenneth Turcotte of Salem. 

Kim graduated from Agawam High School, 
Holyoke Community College, and the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. She is employed by the 
Middlesex Animal Hospital in Reading, MA. 

Jason is a graduate of North Shore Regional 
Technical High School. He is employed by Seaboard 
Products in Danvers, MA. 

The wedding is planned for May 10, 2003, and will 
take place in Salem. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 
noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., 
that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Carnival Cruise Lines. 


Thursday, March 6th 

6:00 - 8:00PM 

Alexander 

Restaurant 

60 N. Westfield St. 

Feeding Hills 

We have group space 
blocked on the Triumph 
sailing November 8-15, 

2003, Cruise only rates 
starting at $390.00per 
person based on double 
occupancy. 


The Law Ojfice of 


R.S.V.P. by March 5th. Call 
Travel Connections 732-1313 


Anthony G. ^ 

Bonavita 


Over experience in legal representation. 


746-9800 


101 STATE STREET, SPRINGFIELD 
free parking available 


Kimberly A. Faust 
engaged to wed 
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Church News 




Sacred Heart Church Band holds pancake breakfast... 


THE MEMBERS OF THE Sacred Heart Church Band conducted a recent pancake breakfast, and they would like to thank everyone who attend¬ 
ed; your support IS greatly appreciated. In left photo: Serving the pancake patrons are band members Amy Luginbuhl, Chris Holl, Alicia Holl, 

and Nick Savard. In right photo: Debbie Davignon, the mother of band member Christine Davignon, celebrated her birthday at the breakfast 
with a special pancake serving. 


You are invited to F. Hills Congregational 


At Feeding Hllfs Congregational Church, United 
Church of Christ, we will be celebrating the end of 
Epiphany with a Dimanche Gras or Fat Sunday serv¬ 
ice, complete with beads and up-tempo music. We 
look forward to welcoming you to worship as we enter 
the season of Lent. 

Sunday worship begins at 10:00 a.m. Our pastor, 
the Rev. Rob Donaldson, will speak on the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ according to Mark, chapter 9, verses 2- 
9, in which Jesus meets Moses and Elijah on a moun- 
taintop. Rev. Rob’s sermon is entitled “You Have The 
Power!" 

The person who reads the Bible passage (on which 
Rev. Rob’s sermon is based) is called the lector. Our 
lector this Sunday will be Matt Granger. Charlie 
Horenstein and Sue Strycharz will welcome you to our 
church and usher you to your seat. 

On the first Sunday of each month, we offer Holy 
Communion. Our communion servers will be Sara 
Capalbo and Eddie O’Connor. 

We have a class that runs from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. 
Oust before worship) in which the pastor goes over the 
Scripture for the day, welcomes children with a song 
and a story, and is ready to answer any questions 
newcomers may have. This small, Informal class 
meets in the church parlor, which is a cozy, comfort¬ 
able, and easy-to-find space. 

* * * 

This coming Wednesday (March 5th) is Ash 
Wednesday, the first day of Lent. 

Confirmation students Richard Rozanski, Mark 
Wingard, and Nick Pelterwill assist Rev. Donaldson in 
leading the Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m. 


Grace Lutheran Church, located at 1552 Westfield 
Street (Route 20) in West Springfield, will be 50 this 
- year! 

Our Service of Celebration will take place on 
Sunday, March 2nd, at 3:00 p.m. 


We are part of the largest Protestant denomination 
in Massachusetts, the United Church of Christ (which 
has 429 churches across the state), but we are a 
small congregation in which you will be personally 
welcomed and helped to feel ready for worshipping 
God each week. 

Feeding Hills Congregational Church, United 
Church of Christ, is located at 21 North Westfield 
Street. 

We are a progressive and open-minded little 
church, and we welcome people of different faith 
backgrounds as well as people who are exploring reli¬ 
gious beliefs for the first time. 
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On Sunday evening, Rev. Donaldson will host the 
first session in a five-week Bible study on Paul’s 
Second Letter to the Corinthians. We’ll meet at the 
parsonage from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Snacks will be pro¬ 
vided, and all are invited to join us. 

The choir will meet for rehearsal on Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. following the Ash Wednesday service. 
We’re always happy to welcome new voices to join us 
in praising the Lord, so stop in for a visit if you’ve ever 
thought this music might be your gift to God. 

* * * 

If you’re searching for a new church to call home, 
we hope you’ll visit us at Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church, United Church of Christ. 

Please call our office at (413) 786-5061 or e-mail 
us at feedinahillsucc@earthlink.net if you need more 
information. We’re also on the web at Http://communi- 
tv. masslive.com/cc/fhccucc . 


The guest preacher will be the Reverend Rudy 
Beyer. 

You are invited to join us for a time of reflection, fel¬ 
lowship, and refreshments In Jung Hall following the 
service. 


Christian healing 
ministry slated at 
Ag. Congregational 

A Christian healing ministry - “You Never Walk 
Alone" - will take place at the Agawam 
Congregational Church, 745 Main Street, on Sunday 
afternoon, March 9th, beginning at 4:00 p.m. This 
ministry is being sponsored by the Western 
Massachusetts Greater Springfield Chapter of the 
Order of St. Luke. Music will be provided by Tracy 
Nawskon. 

The service will include praise and worship, teach¬ 
ing, and healing prayer (which includes anointing and 
the laying on of hands for healing). This will be fol¬ 
lowed by refreshments with a “literature table.” 

The speaker will be the Reverend Janice T. Price, 
who lives in Monson, Massachusetts with her family. 
She is an Ordained Methodist Minister, and has 
served as pastor of several Methodist churches in the 
area. 

Reverend Price Is a lung cancer survivor who has 
experienced the tribulation of a life-threatening dis¬ 
ease. 

For further information, please call the Agawam 
Congregational Church at 786-7111. 

Nocturnal Adoration 
Society to meet 
Friday, March 7th 

The Nocturnal Adoration Society of Agawam and 
West Springfield will meeLat Sacred Heart Church in 
Feeding Hills to conduct and pray the Office of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Friday, December 7th, from 
7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

All are invited to come and spend an hour in 
Eucharistic Adoration. 


Grace Lutheran to celebrate 50th anniversary 
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The “Good News” 
from First Baptist 

The First Baptist ChurctTof Agawam is located at 
760 Main Street. Our telephone number is 786-7300. 
The church office is open from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

We invite you to come and join us at the First 
Baptist Church of Agawam on Sunday. March 2nd, at 
9:30 a.m. for our morning worship service. Pastor 
Thomas N. Rice will lead the service, and his sermon 
is entitled “Peaks and Valleys.” 

Children of all ages are invited and encouraged to 
attend the worship service with adults. Following the 
Children’s Story, the children will leave the Sanctuary 
to attend Children’s Church (a fellowship activity for 
children ages four through the fourth grade). 

Visitors are encouraged to stay after the service for 
coffee and conversation in Davis Hall. Following this 
time of fellowship, we offer Sunday School classes for 
adults and children. The Sunday School classes are 
for children who are in preschool all the way through 
and up to adults. An Adult Forum and Sermon 
Talkback will be offered for any interested adults and 
will take place in Davis Hal! following the Coffee Hour. 
An Adult Bible Study class is also available to all inter¬ 
ested adults and is held following the Coffee Hour in 
Lockhart Parlor. 

In addition, three Adult Bible Study Groups are 
being offered. These “classes” take place during the 
week. If you have any questions about these groups 
and/or the dates they are offered, please speak to 
Pastor Tom Rice or call the church office at 786-7300. 
(No questions are ever out of place.) 

COMING EVENTS 

Sun., 3/2: Worship service begins at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary; Junior Youth Group meets at 12:00 
noon; Baptism Classes meet at 12:00 noon. 

Mon., 3/3: Amicitia Meeting begins at 1:00 p.m.; 
Parish Cupboard Preparation - Meets at 4:00 p.m.; 
Sunshine Circle Meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Tues., 3/4: Senior Youth Group meets at 7:00 p.m. 

Wed., 3/5: Morning Prayer and Study Time starts 
at 7:00 a.m.; Trading Post Consignment Shop Is open 
starting at 10:00 a.m. (Come to browse for bargains, 
stay to enjoy the fellowship. There is something for 
everyone!): ASH WWEDNESDAY SERVICE at 7:00 
p.m. 

Thurs., 3/6: Choir Rehearsal begins in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 3/9: Worship service begins at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary; Junior Youth Group meets at 12:00 
noon; Baptism Classes meet at 12:00 noon. 

Happy 1st Birthday 

Anthony 


(2-27-02) 



Love, 

Mommy, Daddy & Ashley 
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News & notes from 
Ag. Congregational 

This week, we will celebrate Communion Sunday, 
Rev. Earl’s sermon topic is “The Faith of Doubting 
Thomas." 

Our services are at: 

9:00 a.m. for the Contemporary Service with 
Sunday School for all ages to be held at the same 
time, and the Senior and Confirmation classes will be 
encouraged to attend the 9:00 a.m. service for 15 
minutes and then go to their classes. 

10:30 a.m. for the Traditional Service with nursery 
care and a Sunday School class for the younger chil¬ 
dren. Coffee hour will follow this service. 

FUTURE EVENTS COMING SOON 

THE ZUCCO SCHOLARSHIP SUPPER: Deacons’ 
Annual Scholarship Supper to raise funds for scholar¬ 
ships for graduating seniors. The entertainment for 
the evening will be "THE OLD FIRST FOUR." March 
2nd, 6:00 p.m. at the church. PLEASE CALL THE 
CHURCH OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND 
RESERVATIONS. 

LENT : We will celebrate the beginning of Lent with 
Ash Wednesday, and our Service will be at 7:00 p.m. 
that night. We will be celebrating with the Lenten 
Series “Prayers Of The Passion.” Each week through¬ 
out Lent, we will have weekly Thursday Services at 
'7:00 p.m. We hope you will join us. 

“CAMPS AT A GLANCE" : Camps are sponsored by 
the Massachusetts Conference, U.C.C. For more 
information and registration, please see Jessica 
Hansen or call the church office at 786-7111. Various 
camps for different ages begin in July and run through 
August. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sun. (3/2): 9 a.m., Lord's Supper, Contemporary 
Worship: 10:30 a.m.. Lord’s Supper, Traditional 
Worship; 6 p.m., Zucco Scholarship Supper 

Mon.: 7 p.m.. Committee Meeting 

Tues.: 11 a.m.. Heritage Woods; 4 p.m.. Quail Run 

Wed.: 9:30 e.m.. Playgroup; 6 p.m.. Music 
Committee: 7 p.m.. Ash Wednesday Service 

Thurs.: 12 noon. Fellowship Guild; 6 p.m.. Praise 
Band 

Sat, (3/8): 7:30 a.m.. Men’s Breakfast (at Cook’s in 
the Kitchen) 

For further information, please call the church 
office at 786^7111. 
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Activities at Sacred 
Heart Church 

Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m.; Sunday Masses: 
7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m.; Monday Mass: 5:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday Masses: 8:00 
a m.; Thursday Eucharistic Prayer Service: 8:00 
a.m.; Holy Day Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m.; Holy Day: 
8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Calendar 

Monday, Mar. 3rd; 6:30 p.m., Rosary for World 
Peace, Church. 

Tueday, Mar. 4th: 5:30 p.m.. Junior Choir rehears¬ 
al, Church. 

Wed., Mar. 5th: 8:30 a.m.. Rosary for World 
Peace. Church; 5:15 p.m.. Weight Watchers, Center; 
6:30 p.m.. Girl Scouts, Center; 6:30 p.m.. Cub & Tiger 
Scouts, Center; 7:00 p.m., Senior Choir rehearsal. 
Church. 

Thurs., Mar. 6th; 7:00 p.m.. Boy Scouts, Center. 

Religious Education Classes 

Sun., Mar. 2nd: “Little Flowers" during the 9:00 
a.m. Mass. Grades 6 & 7 (A-Z), 10:00-10:50 a.m.; 
grades 8 & 9 (A-Z), 12:00 noon-12:50 p.m.. 

Mon., Mar. 3rd: Grades 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Sat, Mar. 8th: Grades 1-3 (A-K), 9:00 to 10:00 
a.m.; grades 1-3 (L-Z), 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.; grades 4 
& 5 (A-Z), 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Sun., Mar. 9th: “Little Flowers" during the the 9:00 
a.m. Mass. Grades 6 & 7 (A-Z), 10:00 to 10:50 a.m.; 
grades 8 & 9 (A-Z), 12:00 noon to 12:50 p.m. 

The religious education phone number for Fr. Ron 
Is 786-8200. 

Roast pork supper 
slated at VCC 

Valley Community Church will hold a roast pork 
supper on Saturday, March 8th, from 5:00 to 6:30 
p.m. at the church, located at 152 South Westfield 
Street, Feeding Hills, MA. 

The menu will consist of: roast pork, gravy, pota¬ 
toes, vegetables, cole slaw, condiments, rolls & but¬ 
ter, choice of beverage, and choice of homemade 
desserts. Donation is $8 for adults, and $4 for children 
under 12. For reservations, call Shirley at (413) 786- 
2576 or the church at (413) 786-2445. 


Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 

Agawam Federal 
Credit Union 


Call To(day For Further Information 
Concerning Terms And Rates - 786-2100 



Mon. - Tues. - Wed. 9-4 
Thurs. - Fri. 9-5 


NgjA 

4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 
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The Creator who made us 
knows how to guide us 


President Harry Truman was a humble man. One 
of the things that set him apart from many presidents 
was his willingness to admit that he needed advice 
from others. But he had his limits. His chief economist 
had a habit of saying something, and then immediate¬ 
ly contradicting himself by saying “on the other 
hand...” On at least one occasion, President Truman 
exploded with exasperation, demanding, ‘Find me a 
one-handed economist!" 

When it comes to obtaining advice, we can gener¬ 
ally find more opinions on any given subject matter 
than we could possibly want or find useful. Every now 
and then, the crowd will get it right, as when on “Who 
Wants To Be A Millionaire?" the person answering the 
questions polls the audience. But sometimes the 
crowd is about equally divided, and sometimes the 
crowd is wrong. If the contestant is depending on the 
crowd, he or she may be sorely disappointed. 

Game shows, though interesting, are in the end 
only games. In real life, where we live all the time, we 
need a better source of information than public opin¬ 
ion. Public opinion fluctuates over time; the ebb and 
flow of the political fortunes of the Democrats and 
Republicans reflect that. Even education cannot pro¬ 
vide us the guidance we need for everyday living. If 
education was the answer, life in our country would be 
utopian because our education system is so well- 
developed. 

If we are humble enough to admit it, we might 
appreciate the fact that the Creator who made us 
knows a thing or two about how to guide us. He can, 
and He will, provide us the guidance we need for daily 
life. All we have to do is ask Him. The problem most 
of us have, when we finally do get around to seeking 
the Lord’s guidance, is that our preconceived notions 
get In the way. 

It might help us to know that just about everybody 
struggles with preconceived notions blocking our 
access to the Lord's guidance, in the Bible, there Is a 
story about Jesus’ closest companions learning to get 
past their preconceived notions. After six days 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

Jesus took Peter, James and John with Him and 
led them up a high mountain, where they were all 
alone. There He was transfigured before them. His 
clothes became dazzling white. And there 
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it 
is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shel¬ 
ters - one for You, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah." Then a cloud appeared and enveloped 
them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is 
my Son, whom I love. Listen to Him!” 

Moses is the person most closely associated with 
the Old Testament Law. It was Moses who received 
the Ten Commandments from God on Mt. Sinai. Elijah 
represented the prophets of the Old Testament. It is 
likely that that is the reason they appeared with Jesus 
at this special moment. The Bible tells us that in the 
past God spoke to our forefathers through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
in these last times He has spoken to us by His 
Son. The Son is the exact representation of God’s 
being. Perhaps the point that God wanted to get 
across is that there are no more barriers to receiving 
guidance from God, if we want to. 

Through this experience, Jesus’ disciples learned 
to seek guidance from God rather than to rely on their 
own instincts or the instincts of others. Years later, the 
Apostle Peter wrote: We did not follow cleverly 
invented stories when we told you about the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He 
received honor and glory from God the Father 
when the voice came to Him from the Majestic 
Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with 
Him I am well pleased." We ourselves heard this 
voice that came from heaven when we were with 
Him on the sacred mountain. 

And we have the word of the prophets made 
more certain, and you will do well to pay attention 
to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never 
had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Bible is not a compilation of human wisdom, it 
is the provision of God’s guidance. It does not tell us 
everything we might want to know, but it does tell us 
everything we need to know. All Scripture is God- 
breathed and is useful ... so that the person of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 
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Agawam Church 
of the Bible’s 
news & notes 

Father-Daughter Dance; Our Annual Commu¬ 
nity Father-Daughter Dance will be held on Saturday, 
March 1st, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Agawam 
Junior High School. Dads, take your daughters out for 
a special night of dancing and fun. We will have door 
prizes, karaoke, raffle prizes, plenty of food, and a 
variety of musical styles to dance to. Daughters of all 
ages will enjoy this special evening with Dad. Don’t let 
another year pass. Dads! Your “princess” needs this 
kind of attention. Tickets are $5 at the door. (All pro¬ 
ceeds will benefit the Agawam-West Springfield 
Parish Cupboard.) 

* Sunday Mornings: This Sunday, Brad Wright, 
our Pastor, will give a single message entitled “The 
Main Thing.” Next Sunday, he will continue in the 
message series “Abraham: Man of Faith.” During 
every Sunday Service, a nursery and Children’s 
Church program (through the fourth grade) are pro¬ 
vided throughout the morning. Following the 10:00 
a.m. Sunday Service (at about 11:00), we have age- 
divided classes for all age groups and coffee and 
refreshments. 

* Small Groups; Our Men’s Group continues to 
meet every Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the 
church office, studying Scriptures related to making 
Christ at home in our lives ("My Heart, Christ’s 
Home”). Our Ladies' Group is currently studying the 
book entitled “Boundaries” every Wednesday morn¬ 
ing from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. We also have several 
evening Small Groups (Bible study and fellowship) for 
adults that meet throughout the week. 

* Activities: Our Square Dance and Chili Cook-Off 
for the whole family is planned at the Old Barn for 
March 28th. Invite a neighbor for a wonderful time! 
Additionally, our Junior High PLUS group has a 
Falcons night planned for March 21st. 

* About ACB: Agawam Church of the Bible (ACB) 
meets every Sunday morning at the Agawam Junior 
High School auditorium (1305 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills) at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to find 
out more about our church before visiting, check out 
our website at www.AQawamChurch.ora or call Pastor 
Brad Wright at 789-2904. 

Trading Post “Sale 


St. David’s to host baked chicken dinner Day” set for Mar. 5th 


St. David’s Episcopal Chruch will be hosting a 
baked stuffed chicken dinner on Monday, March 3rd, 
at 6:00 p.m. The dinner will be held at St. David's 
Church, 699 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. 

The menu will include baked stuffed chicken 
breast, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, garden 
salad, bread & butter, beverage (coffee, tea, or lemon¬ 
ade), and bread pudding. 


Tickets are $8 for adults, $4 for children ages five 
to 12, and free for children under five years of age. 
These may be purchased in advance at St. David’s or 
at the door. 

(Due to a sell-out at most of last year’s dinners, we 
will be unable to hold unpaid reservations past 6:15 
p.m. without prior arrangements.) 

For more information, please call (413) 786-6133. 


Join your neighbors and your friends and come to 
the Trading Post “Sale Day” at First Baptist Church of 
Agawam at the corner of Main and Elm Steets on 
Wednesday, March 5th from 10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Donated items are 50 percent off; all other items, 
20 percent off. There will be a bag sale from 4:00-5:30 
p.m. 

Please, no incoming items on sale day. We hope to 
see you there! 


Quality Home Care 

Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-547-0402 

Are You or Someone You Love 
In Need of Quality Private Care? 

Quality Home Care is a private care 
company offering Homemaking, 

Home Health Care, Companionship 
and Quality Nursing at affordable rates. 
From 1 hour a day to 24 hour’s 7-days 
a week service. Give us a call and we will 
be glad to answer any questions you may have. 
Or e-mail us at QHC4U@aol.com 


Making Things Square 

You who have no money, come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. —Isaiah 55:11 

No one is good enough to deserve heaven. Even our best deeds are tainted by elements of self¬ 
ishness and vanity. Salvation can come to us only as a gift of God’s grace. 

This is good news, but it offends our pride. Bill Walker, a character in George Bernard Shaw’s 
play Major Barbara, portrays this well. He is angry and drunk when he enters a Salvation Army 
shelter. He seeks out a young worker there who has introduced his ex-girlfriend to Christ. Bill 
finds the worker and hits her in the face. 

When bystanders taunt him for this cowardly act. Bill becomes remorseful. He attempts to 
“make things square” by spitting in the eye of a wrestler who is present, hoping the man will strike 
him. But the wrestler is also a Christian, and he and the girl arc willing to forgive Bill. Enraged, 
he leaves. Pride prevents Bill from accepting forgiveness. 

We can no more make things square with God than Bill Walker could atone for hitting that girl. 
But we don’t have to even the score. God freely offers forgiveness and eternal life. Don’t let fool¬ 
ish pride keep you from receiving the greatest of all gifts! Acknowledge your sin and helplessness. 
Believe what God has said. Put your trust in Jesus Christ. He has already made things square for 
us.-^HVLL ^ 

For Further Study 

What do these verses say about salvation? 

Romans 3:28; 6:23; 8:1-2; 

Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 3:4-8. 

Salvation is free, but it’s not yours until you ask for it. 
www.agawantchurch.org 
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Announcements from St. John’s Church 
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“What’s happening?” 
at Faith Bible Church 

It may be cold outside, bOt the light of the Lord 
Jesus Christ warms our hearts throughout the year! 

Who Are We? We are a non-denominational 
church dedicated to honoring God by teaching, 
preaching, and implementing Biblical doctrine toward 
maturing the saints in service to our Lord and Savior. 
If you are looking for a place to worship the Lord, 
please visit us. All visitors are welcome. 

Where Are We? We are a growing church located 
at 370 Shoemaker Lane in Agawam. Call 786-1681 
for more information. 

What Can We Offer You? 

Sunday School: Adult and children’s Sunday 
School is held every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Church Service: Sunday services are held at 
10:30 a.m. This Sunday’s message will be delivered 
by Senior Pastor James Jasmin. 

Children’s Church: Junior Church is held at 10:30 
a.m. in the Wilma Powers chapel for children up to 
eighth grade. 

Nursery: Infant Nursery is provided for all church 
services. 

Communion: Communion is served on the first 
Sunday of the month. 

A Class on the End Times Taught bv Pastor 
Jasmin: Mondays - 6:30 p.m. Pastor Jasmin teaches 
a class on the “Footsteps of the Messiah.” This is a 
class based on the “End Times." 

Mid-Week Worship Service: On Wednesday 
evening, we hold a prayer service at 6:30 p.m., and a 
praise and worship service at 7:00 p.m. This is a joy¬ 
ous time of worshipping the Lord through song. 

Youth Group: Our Youth Group meets at the 
church on Sunday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. All 
youth of the area are invited. 

Mid-Week Bible Study: Wednesdays at 12:00 
p.m. at the Bamboo House in Springfield. Call 786- 
1681 for details or directions. 

Events at Bethany 
Assembly of God 

* Wednesday, March 5th - “DivorceCare” and 
“GriefShare” Support Groups: Beginning March 
5th, two small groups are offered. 

“DivorceCare” meets to reach out to those who are 
separated or divorced. “GriefShare” is a group for 
people grieving the death of someone close. 

Both groups meet on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. and will continue for 13 weeks. A fee of $12 
is charged for a workbook and accompanying materi¬ 
als. 

* Wednesday, March 12th - Mercy Medical 
Center Blood Drive: The Mercy Medical Center will 
have their blood drive at Bethany on Wednesday, 
March 12th, from 12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m. 

if you would like to schedule an appointment to 
donate, please call the office at 789-2930. Otherwise, 
walk-ins are welcome! 

Bethany is located at the corner of Route 57 and 
Main St., Agawam. For more info, call 789-2930. 


* Extended Lenten Services: On Ash Wednesday 
only , a 7:00 a.m. Mass has been added , in addition, a 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. Mass has been added for the six 
weeks of Lent. Those Masses are available for inten¬ 
tions. 

* Candlelight Evening Verspers Service: A 
Candlelight Evening Vespers Service and the 
Distribution of Ashes will take place at the Cathedral 
of St. Michael the Archangel, 260 State Street, 
Springfield, on Wednesday, March 5th, at 7:00 p.m. 
Music will be provided by the Cathedral Choir of Boys 
and Adults. All are welcome. For more information, 
please contact the Office of Worship at 452-0839. 

* ‘'Late Nite Catechism”: Catechism classes are 
never as much fun - or as hilarious - as when they are 
led by Sister in the international hit comedy “Late Nite 
Catechism.” “Late Nite Catechism” will be presented 
at Elms College's Veritas Auditorium in Chicopee on 
Saturday, March 8th, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 in 
advance and $30 at the door. Tickets may be pur¬ 
chased at Holyoke Catholic High School by calling 
467-2477, ext. 101, or Joan Partyka at 592-0527 dur¬ 
ing the day or 733-1761 during the evening. Proceeds 
will benefit Holyoke Catholic High School students. 

* Benefit Dance To Assist Survivors Of 
Homicide Victims: Will be held at Adelfia's 
Restaurant, Route 202, South Hadley, on Saturday, 
March 8th, from 6:30 to 11:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 for 
adults, $5 for children. Tickets may be purchased by 
calling George & Dee Ziegert, 786-9443. 

* Bereavement Support Group Meeting: The 
spring series of Bereavement Support Group 
Meetings will be held at St. Michael’s Cathedral, 
Springfield, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. every other 
Wednesday beginning March 12th and ending June 
4th. Sessions will be held in the St. Augustine Chapel 


St. David's Episcopal Church will be hosting a vari¬ 
ety of Christian studies at its 699 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills location. 

Men’s Bible Study - Saturdays from 7:00-8:30 a.m. 
Newcomers are welcome for this discussion type 
study: no previous Bible knowledge is required; led by 
members of the Men’s Ministry Team; continues every 
Saturday. 

Bible Study - Mondays from 7:00-8:00 p.m. Focus 
on the Apostle Paul. Newcomers are always wel¬ 
come. Led by Bill Howe. 


(entrance through Bishop Marshall Center). To regis¬ 
ter, call Sr. Fran Gloster, SSJ, at 452-0838. 

* Feliclan Sisters: We are planning a Polish 
Supper in our Provincial House on Saturday, March 
22nd. The proceeds will be used for the support of our 
elderly and infirm Sisters. The cost is $7.50. Meals are 
sen/ed from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m., and take-out orders are 
available. For more information, call (860) 745-7791. 

* “Singing Surgeon” At Providence Place: A free 
concert at Providence Place at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 2nd, will feature Dr. Gregory Gallivan, locally 
known as the “Singing Surgeon." An internationally 
acclaimed baritone. Dr. Gallivan will be accompanied 
by pianist Sofya Shainskaya and cellist Boris Kogan. 
The program will be a recital of opera, popular, and 
religious music. 

* St. Mary (Westfield) Drama Club: Let the St. 
Mary Drama Club take you back to the 1950s. They 
will be presenting their spring production, “Nifty 
Fifties,” on March 7th and 8th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Westfield Women’s Club on Broad Street, Westfield. 
Tickets are $6 for adults, and $4 for students and sen¬ 
ior citizens: they may be purchased by calling 568- 
5692 or at the door. 

* Catholic Women’s Club: Rehearsals for the 
March Entertainment will be held in the Parish Hall 
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. All members are 
welcome to participate. 

* Survey Of Weekend Masses: The Parish 
Council has developed a survey for our parishioners 
concerning the weekend Mass schedule. Your partici¬ 
pation in this survey is important; please drop the sur¬ 
vey in one of the boxes at each door. Surveys are 
available at each door and the Rectory Office. 
(Deadline is March 3rd.) 


9:30 p.m. The focus of this study will be the 
Saturday/Sunday service scripture readings, led by 
Pal Murray. 

Women’s Bible Study - Tuesdays from 1:30-3:00 
p.m. The focus of this study will be on Corinthians. 
Newcomers are welcome: no previous Bible experi¬ 
ence required: led by Carol Howe. 

Please register for all classes at St. David’s. 
Childcare and transportation are available on request. 
Contact the specific teacher for details through St. 
David’s - 786-6133 or www.stdavidsaQawam.orQ . 


Men’s Lectionarv Bible 
Study - Mondays from 8:15- 


“Church News” 
is just one more 
reason why 
you turn our 
pages each and 
every week ... 
ADVERTISER 
NEWS!!! 


DAVID A. MCKAY, M.D. 
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 

Mary Seifel, N.P. • Nurse Practitioner 


We’re open Saturdays! 


• Complete obstetrical care/High risk pregnancy 

• Adolescent gynecology 

• Menopause management 

• PMS, PMDD treatment 

• On-site bone density study (Osteoporosis screening) 

• Laparoscopic &. laser surgery 

• On-site ultrasounds 

• Accepting most area insurances 


Baystate Medical Office Building • 2 Medical Center Drive Suite 301 • 413-'794'8500 



Winter 


isn't such 
a 


wonderland 


people 



The shoveling. The driving The cold. At Heritage Woods Assisted Living, 
we understand the challenges seniors face during the winter months, which 
IS why we take such care to provide a warm and welcoming environment 
that our residents can call home 

Come join us at our Open House for a risk free opportunity to 
discover the warm environment Heritage Woods has to offer you. 
Call Maxine lllingsworth at 413-786-9704 for more information. 




: Heritage Woods 

Assisted Living Community 
462 Main Street ■ Agawam. MA 01001 

413-786-9704 S 


SderCarB* Network 


Various Christian studies at St. David’s 
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Spotlight On Business 



PARTNERS RESTAURANT OF FEEDING 
HILLS participated in the 13th Annual 
"Great Chefs" event which was held recently 
at Chez Josef in Agawam. This taste-tempting 
fundraiser raised $60,000 for the Jimmy 
Fund. In photo above: Sue Tansey of Partners 
was all smiles as she served mouth-watering 
treats to those in attendance. 

Local businesses and 
residents contribute 
to Jimmy Fund 

Three restaurants from Agawam and its surround¬ 
ing communities helped make the 13th annual Great 
Chefs event to benefit the Jimmy Fund the most suc¬ 
cessful to date. More than $60,000 was raised for the 
Jimmy Fund and 1,300 people attended the gala 
evening. 

“We owe the success of this extraordinary event to 
the exceptional efforts of the members of the Jimmy 
Fund Council of Western Massachusetts,” said Ann- 
Marie Rizzo, director of the Western Massachusetts 
office of the Jimmy Fund. “Our thanks also go to the 
restaurants whose dishes exceeded all expectations 
in flavor, presentation and creativity, and also to the 
tremendous financial support of area businesses. 

Held on January 31st at Chez Josef In Agawam, 
and presented by Redhook Ate Brewery of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire and Williams 
Distributing, this year’s Great Chefs and All That Jazz 
featured cuisine from Chez Josef. Other nearby 
establishments included Olive Oil’s and Partners 
Restaurant in Feeding Hills. These joined 31 other 
premier restaurants in Western Massachusetts in pre¬ 
senting gourmet samplings of their specialties to ben¬ 
efit cancer research and care at Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. Since 1990. Great Chefs has raised 
$400,000. 

Along with local restaurants, Agawam residents 
and Western Massachusetts Jimmy Fund Council 
members Korby and Peter Clark, Sue DeCosmo, 
Rich Gloster, Tom Mathes. and Steven Stark helped 
make the event a tremendous success. Local spon¬ 
sors of the event included Blue Moon Agency and 
Conrad Farfard. Inc,, both in Agawam. 

All proceeds from Great Chefs benefit the Jimmy 
Fund, which supports the fight against cancer at 
Boston’s Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, a leader in 
cancer care and research. 

For more information about the Jimmy Fund, visit 
the charity’s website at www.iimmvfund.orQ . To find 
out how to volunteer or help, call the Jimmy Fund’s 
Western Massachusetts Office at (413) 567-1699 or 
(888) 546-6938. 


Westfield Bank announces promotions 


Westfield Bank President and CEO Donald A. 
Williams recently announced the following promo¬ 
tions: 

James C. Hagan, Sr. was promoted to Senior Vice 
President and Senior Lender in the Commercial 
Lending Department. 

According to Mr. Williams. "Jim has proven to be a 
valuable member of our management team. I look for¬ 
ward to working with him in this newly-expanded role.” 

Mr. Hagan joined Westfield Bank in 1994 as one of 
the first full-time commercial loan officers. In his new 
position, Jim is responsible for all Lending, both 
Commercial and Residential, of the Bank. In addition 
to maintaining his own portfolio of Commercial cus¬ 
tomers, he manages the activities of six commercial 
lenders and several retail-lending officers. He over¬ 
sees the Loan Administration group that provides the 
necessary technical support for the division. 

Jim is an active member within the Greater 
Westfield community. Currently, he is the treasurer of 
the Noble Hospital Health System, Inc. and a member 
of the Board of Trustees of Westfield State College. At 
the college, Jim is chairman of the Access to 
Excellence fundraiser for the new athletic complex 
and is a member of the search committee to select a 
new college president. He also serves as a 
Corporator for the Westfield Athenaeum, Westfield 
YMCA, and the Westfield State College Foundation. 

A life-long resident of Westfield. Jim graduated 
from Suffield Academy. He received his undergradu¬ 
ate degree in Business Administration from Westfield 
State College and his MBA from American 
International College. An avid sports enthusiast, Jim 
enjoys running, soccer, basketball, and tennis. He 
currently resides in Westfield with his wife, Kristin, and 
their children, Mairead and James, Jr. 


Leo R. Sagan, Jr. has been promoted to Vice 
President. As Vice President and Controller, he is 
responsible for managing all of the Accounting func¬ 
tions of the Bank. An employee of the Bank since 
1986, his responsibilities include financial reporting, 
interest rate risk management, investments, profitabil¬ 
ity measurement, and income taxes. 

Mr. Sagan is active in a number of community 
activities, including serving as a coordinator for the 
United Way Day of Caring and a member of the 
Boston University Alumni Scholarship Committee. Leo 
is also an instructor of Accounting at the Center for 
Financial Training. 

An avid outdoorsman, Mr. Sagan currently resides 
in Southwick with his wife, Jennifer. 

Karen A. Kieda has been promoted to Assistant 
Vice President of Operations. Karen is responsible for 
managing the Deposit Operations and Electronic 
Banking services for the Bank. Karen started with the 
Bank in 1985 and has served in numerous capacities, 
including Branch Manager of the corporate office. She 
holds an Associate’s Degree from Holyoke 
Community College. 

Karent supports the community in many ways as a 
volunteer assisting the elderly in the Money 
Management Program and as an active supporter of 
the Special Olympics. She resides in Westfield with 
her husband, Tim. 

Westfield Bank, founded in 1853, is one of the only 
locally owned and managed banks in the area. With 
assets In excess of $800 million and 10 offices, 
Westfield Bank provides a full array of banking servic¬ 
es to handle all of your banking needs. 



Timely Tips On How To 
Manage Your Finances 

by Sue Alvanos 
Financial Advisor 

American Express Financial Advisors inc. 

iDS Life Insurance Company 
Agawam Corporate Ctr., 67 Hunt St., 
Agawam-(413) 821-9380 


How might military action against 
Iraq affect your finances? 

The prospect of an extended military conflict involv¬ 
ing the United States and Iraq affects Americans in 
many different ways. As an investor, you may be won¬ 
dering how your financial portfolio might be affected. 
To better understand the issue, it may be helpful to put 
recent events in some historical perspective. 

This is not the first time the world’s financial mar¬ 
kets have been affected by an international event - 
and it likely won’t be the last. But the stock market has 
a long history of successfully coping with the chal¬ 
lenges and price volatility that often accompany an 


international crisis, such as a military intervention or a 
major natural disaster. 

What’s happened in the past? 

During the Cuban Missile Crisis in October 1962, 
the Dow Jones industrial average dropped 9% over a 
span of several days. But within just six months, the 
Dow rebounded to post a 25% overall gain in value. 
Similarly, the Dow fell more than 4.6% the day after 
North Korea invaded South Korea in 1950. The stock 
market index bounced back, however, to post an over¬ 
all gain of more than 9.3% within just one year. 

More recently, in August 1990, when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait (an act that ultimately led to the Gulf War), the 
Dow Jones industrial average lost almost 6% of its 
value over a six-month period. Yet, just a year after 
the initial invasion, the Dow Jones closed with nearly 
a 3.7% overall gain in value from the previous year’s 
numbers. 

There have been times, however, when the market 
has taken longer to rebound from a major internation¬ 
al incident. In the wake of the 1941 attack on Pearl 

SEE ALVANOS - Page 21 
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m attorney at law III 

20 6 MAYNABD STREET, FEEDING HILLS 


III 

III 


SPECIALIZING IN ESTATE PLANNING & 
ESTATE ADMINISTRATION 


♦wills and trusts 
♦durable power of attorneys 
♦health care proxies 


♦probate of estates 
♦real estate sales and transfers 
♦counseling on most legal matters 


III 

I I 

III 


There is more than filling out forms to estate planning and the settling 
of estates. The welfare of those about whom we care most is at stake. 
* Serving Agawam familes for over 25 years * 


789-9970 


III 

III 
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PATRICIA MARKIEWICZ 


Patricia Markiewicz 
joins United 
Cooperative Bank 

Richard B. Collins, President of United 
Cooperative Bank, announces the addition of two 
mortgage originators, Patricia Markiewicz and Laura 
Vazquez. 

With over 17 years of banking, Patricia 
Markiewicz’s knowledge of mortgage products is 
extensive. She enjoys reading and spending time with 
her grandchildren, along with volunteering for organi¬ 
zations such as the American Cancer Society. A resi¬ 
dent of Agawam, her office is located in the Westfield 
Branch on 10 Elm Street. 

Mrs. Vazquez brings many years of of commercial 
and consumer lending experience to her position at 
United, along with a strong knowledge of mortgage 
products. A resident of Westfield Springfield, she has 
been an active member of her community by volun¬ 
teering for such organizations as the United Way. 
Married with two young boys, Mrs. Vazquez is locat¬ 
ed in the main office at 95 Elm Street. West 
Springfield. 

Our “Spotlight On Business” is Just 

one more reason why you turn our 
pages each and every week ... 

ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Pam Savioli 


CARLSON 


GMAC 

i^Real Estate 



(413) 748-7565 

Storage facilities for sellers... 


As you prepare to sell your home, you may need to 
consider renting a storage facility. There are lots of 
reasons this service has grown in recent years, but 
the bottom line is that we often have more “stuff’ than 
space. What should you look for, and what should you 
avoid, when you entrust your belongings to storage? 

When you’re shopping for a storage facility, there is 
much to consider: features you’ll want to make sure 
are included, and some "red flags" to watch out for. 

Choose a storage facility that’s in a safe area with 
ample traffic. You want to avoid areas where you feel 
wary for any reason, and locations that are isolated 
and a bit too far off the beaten path. The storage units 
should be surrounded by a high fence that's sturdy 
and in good repair, with a single entrance gate that is 
locked at all times. The facility should be well-lit with 
no blind pathways or alleys. 

To further enhance security, the facility should have 
an electronic gate that requires a pass code. This 
entrance and exit should be near the office with a 
clear view. The office should be equipped with video 
surveillance to record all coming-and-goings, as well. 

If the facility offers a maintenance or security staff 


as a selling point, note if these folks are uniformed, 
and if they have two-way radios for ready communi¬ 
cation. Ask about pest control, carts and moving trail¬ 
ers, the billing and bookkeeping systems, and the 
degree of access that’s available. Find out when staff 
is on duty. 

Before you commit to a lease, make sure you’re 
clear on all the terms, particularly those that apply to 
cancellation. What sort of notice, if any. Is required? 
Are there penalties if you move out? Will fees be pro¬ 
rated and refunded? Be certain that the hours of 
operation suit your needs and schedule. If any of 
these terms are unsatisfactory, or simply don’t feel 
right, move on. There are lots of facilities that will meet 
your requirements. 

If you anticipate that you’ll need a storage facility in 
another city, use the Internet to research reputable 
companies in your new area. Larger metro areas 
often have storage facilities operated by companies 
with nationally known names you’ll recognize. These 
companies can often afford top-notch security with all 
of the extras, so don't hesitate to check in with them. 

Above all, let your best judgement and your gut 
feeling prevail. If something doesn’t seem right, if 
something seems “fishy," or if you just don’t like the 
look of things, don’t entrust this facility with the care of 
your belongings. Continue looking, and choose a stor¬ 
age facility that not only gives your belongings safe, 
secure temporary keeping, but also gives you peace 
of mind. 

Pam Savioli is a full-time professional Realtor 
with over 17 years of experience. Call Pam at (413) 
748-7565 with any real estate questions you might 
have. 


Area businesses to be honored at 


March 5th Chamber breakfast 

The Affiliated Chambers of Commerce of Greater new professional sports team. 

Springfield, Inc., with Chief Greeter Dave Robert of xhe East Longmeadow/Longmeadow Chamber of 

Sovereign Bank New England and Breakfast Chair Commerce will highlight events and news, and the 

Angela Kramer oLThe MRI Center, will join sponsors Safety Council of Western New England will be the 

Sovereign Bank New England and United Personnel nonproftt spotlight at the breakfast. 

Services, Inc. to honor the business successes of Reservations for the March breakfast are $15 for 

area Chaniber members at the monthly Breakfast aCCGS members, $20 for nonmembers, and reser- 

Club on March 5th at 7:15 a.m. at Chez Josef in vations must be made in writing and in advance 

Agawam. o x- u . . 

Reservations may be made through Laurie 

The YWCA will be honored for its 135th anniver- Richardson, Events Coordinator, Affiliated Chambers 

sary, while The Association for Community Living cel- of Commerce of Greater Springfield, Inc., 1441 Main 

ebrates the organization’s 50th anniversary. United Street, Suite 136. Springfield, MA 01103-1449; fax: 

Way and The MRI Center will salute a new CEO and (413) 755-1322, email; richardson@www.rTivQn- 

COO, respectively. Carlson/GMAC will be honored for linecharnbercom or online at www.mvonltnecham- 

expansion, while the Springfield Spirit introduces its ber.com . 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 
A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News,” RO. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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AUXO 


Servicing 
Aii Makes 
& Modeis 


• Stste-Of-The Art Frsme 
Straightening Machmes 

• Heated Down-Draft Spray Booth 

• Free Pick-Up and Delivery 

• Rental Vehicles Available 

• AH Work 100% Guaranteed 


250 SPRINGFIELD ST. • AGAWAM 

QcM' 


07^^ William F. 

Insurance 


Foley 

Agency, Inc, 


AUTO * HOME * BUSINESS 

Personal and professional service for 
over 45 years. We take the time to get to 
know and understand your family s 
insurance needs. 

341 North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills 

786-2275 

Gabriele Moore - President 
Linda Bovat - Treasurer 
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Spfld. Chapter of SCORE starts talent search 

Small business counseling service looking for volunteers 

The SCORE Association (Service Corps of Retired 
Executives), “Counselors to America’s Small 


February 27, 2003 

Legal 

Memo 

by 

Alan L. Ferrigno, Esq. 
546 Springfield St, F.H. 
(413) 786-9454 


Slip, trip & fall 
Supermarket - wet floor 

The plaintiff, a 76-year-old. was shopping at the 
defendant's supermarket when she reportedly slipped 
and fell on an accumulation of water on the floor. The 
plaintiff alleged the defendant neglected to timely 
remove the water or provide adequate warning of the 
accumulation. The defendant contested the length of 
time the water was on the floor and whether the 
defendant had notice thereof. 

On the date of the accident, the plaintiff went to the 
emergency room of the local hospital with complaints 
of left wrist, shoulder and lower back pain. The emer¬ 
gency room staff diagnosed her as having a wrist and 
shoulder sprain. 

A few weeks later, the plaintiff elected treatment 
with a local chiropractor, who referred her to an ortho¬ 
pedic surgeon for evaluation. The chiropractor 
resolved neck and back injuries. 

The plaintiff followed up with an orthopedic sur¬ 
geon who confirmed a torn rotator cuff (right shoulder) 
via an MRl and bone scan. Arthroscopic debridement 
of the rotator cuff tear as well as AC joint excision was 
recommended. 

The plaintiff elected, primarily due to her age, not 
to proceed with surgery. 

The plaintiff provided the insurer with projected 
future medical expenses (surgical) and detailed infor¬ 
mation relative to the plaintiffs likely post-operative 
recovery period, which was anticipated to be lengthy. 

The case was settled for $65,000.00. 

Attorney Alan L Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hilts, 
Massachusetts. If you have a legal question, 
Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 

If you visit the Advertiser . 
News’ office at 23 Southwick 
Street, Feeding Hills (above 
Remillard Insurance), please 
note that our main entrance is 
in the back. Piease park on 
the side of the buiiding and 
use the back entrance. 
Thank you... 


Business," is seeking business experts, managers, 
and owners to join the ranks of its nationwide associ¬ 
ation to provide small business counseling and men¬ 
toring. 

SCORE is a nonprofit association with more than 
12,000 volunteers nationwide. SCORE provides an 
excellent opportunity to all those with business man¬ 
agement expertise who would like to volunteer to help 
others succeed in business. 

With branches in Agawam, Greenfield, 
Northampton, and Pittsfield, the Springfield chapter of 
SCORE is located on the campus of Springfield 
Technical Community College in the Springfield 
Enterprise Center. 


ALVANOS - from Page 19 

Harbor, for example, the Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age dropped nearly 9.5% over a six-month period. As 
America entered a prolonged wartime period, the Dow 
did not regain its pre-war strength for almost two 
years. 

Although no one can predict how the market wiil 
perform in the future, the past may offer insight into 
the possibilities. However, you should not rely entirely 
on the past as an indicator of future investment per¬ 
formance. 

Certain sectors may be affected more than oth¬ 
ers 

In terms of the stock market’s overall long-term 
trends, times of market instability and unease have 
nearly always been replaced by periods of stability 
and growth. However, certain economic sectors may 
be affected more than others in times of military 
action. 

For example, oil companies might benefit if the 
supply of oil from the Middle East is constrained, 
resulting in higher crude oil prices. Companies in the 
travel, transportation, and tourism economic sectors 
may also be affected by a prolonged military involve¬ 
ment. As was the case during the Gulf War, con¬ 
sumers tend to limit vacation and travei pians when 
conflict breaks out and oil prices rise. 

Stick to an established investment strategy 

Although overseas events might tempt you to jump 
in or out of certain investments, make sure that your 
investment decisions are based on sound financial 
reasoning, not the latest newspaper headlines. While 
past performance is no guarantee of future results, 
investors who have stuck with their long-term invest¬ 
ment strategies through turbulent times have often 
been rewarded for their perseverance. 

Consider the following tips for sticking with an 


The chapter has more than 50 working and retired 
counselors who volunteer time each month to help 
small businesses solve various business problems. 
Counselors bring experience in virtually every busi¬ 
ness discipline and are available for private, confiden¬ 
tial counseling every Monday through Thursday. 

In addition to private counseling, the Springfield 
chapter holds monthly seminars on topics such as, 
"How To Write a Business Plan" and “How To Really 
Start a Business.” The Springfield chapter has branch 
offices in Greenfield, Pittsfield, Northampton, and 
Agawam. In 2002, SCORE counselors met with 
approximately 1,000 clients. 

Additional information is available by calling 785- 
0314 or www.SDrinofieldscore.ora or vmw.score.ora . 


established, well-rounded investment strategy during 
times of market volatility: 

* Don’t make investment decisions based on 
short-term market drops or gains. Even financial 
experts aren’t able to forecast market peaks and val¬ 
leys accurately. Attempting to time the market by mov¬ 
ing your money in and out of investments is a high- 
risk strategy that can result in missing out on strong 
markets by selling too early or buying too late. 

* Remain focused on your investment goais. 
Whether you’re investing for retirement or saving for 
the down payment on your dream home, it’s important 
to stay calm during times of market volatility and 
remember why you invested in the first place - to 
achieve your goais. 

* Stay diversified. Keep your investment dollars 
spread among multiple assets and asset classes, 
such as stocks, bonds, and money marekt instru¬ 
ments. Such a strategy can help moderate risk. 

* Look for buying opportunities. If international 
events result in a broad market decline, look for 
stocks that may be undervalued, allowing you to 
Invest in companies with stock that is potentially "on 
sale." Remember the classic market advice, “Buy low, 
sell high.” 

* Turn to an experienced guide 

For specific guidance on how your overvall finan¬ 
cial portfolio might be affected by recent international 
events, consider turning to the experience of a pro¬ 
fessional financial advisor. With a broad knowledge of 
financial markets and trends, your qualified financial 
advisor can help you decide on the investment strate¬ 
gy that best fits your personal goals and dreams. 
(Source: Dow Jones Indexes, www.djindexes.com 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 
(Member NASD). American Express Company is 
separate from American Express Financial 
Advisors Inc. and is not a broker-dealer. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 




lllHik Optometric Association 

i)|^ Andrew E. Boraski, O.D . And 
Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening & Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Contracted Provider For: 

BC/BS of MA (when applicable) |—-. 

HMO Blue, Blue Care 65 & Blue Choice Contact Lenses 

Secure Horizons and 

Medicare Contact Lens 

Solutions 

Davis Vision I- 

Cigna 

ConnectiCare 334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 

Pioneer Health / 4 -I 3 ) 739 .OO 3 I 

Health New England ' 


**Got Life Insurance? 


- 5 * 


Call Peter E. Cassell, CLU, ChFC 

(413) 734-6440 
for a ^ 

No Obligation Life Insurance Needs Analysis 
“Personal and Business Financial Strategies Since 1987” 

Securities offered through MML Investors Services. Inc. 

1500 Main Street, Springfield. MA 01115 413-781-6850 












Lunch And 
Dinner 
Combos; 
Buy 1, Get 2nd 
At 

Half 

Price 
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^ For Your Health 

“Life Line Screening” scheduled for 
March 25th at Heritage Woods (Part i of i) 


Chiropractic Care 

by Dr. Tami Nelson 
Chiropractic Physician 
Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield St. - Feeding Hills 
786-4820 


When tragedy strikes, people often find themselves Screening were developed. The screenings are fast, 
asking whether or not something could have been painless, and low cost. They involve the use of ultra- 
done to prevent it from happening. For many who sound technology, and scan for potential health prob- 
have lost their lives to a tragic catastrophic medical lems related to: blocked arteries, which can lead to a 
occurrence prevention may have been the answer. stroke; aortic aneurysms, which can lead to a ruptured 

Preventive screenings are not all that new. Life aorta; and hardening of the arteries in the legs, 
Line Screening was established in 1993, and has althouth not a direct test of the coronary arteries, it is 
since become the nation's leading provider of vascu- however, a strong predictor of heart disease, 
lar screenings. Over 45 ultrasound teams are on staff Also offered for men and women is a bone density 
to travel to your local community, bringing the screen- screening to assess their risk for osteoporosis. Based 
ings to you. In Agawam, the screenings will take place with heavy emphasis on the education of the diseases 
on March 25th at Heritage Woods, 462 Main Street, 

Agawam. 

These non-invasive, inexpensive and painless 
ultrasound tests help people identify their risk for 
stroke, vascular diseases or osteoporosis early 
enough for their physician to begin preventive proce¬ 
dures. 

Many people debate the issue of attending health 
screenings based on the argument, “Why can’t 1 just 
get these tests done by my physician?” The answer, 
although realtively surprising, is that your physician 
cannot order these tests without clear evidence of 
symptoms. 

Ironically, most people who suffer from a stroke or 
aortic abdominal aneurysm never show any signs or 
symptoms that a major medical catastrophe is about 
to occur. 

Hence the reason companies such as Life Line 


Ten foods for longevity... 

The results of several scientific studies suggest the 
following 10 foods can help you live longer, better. 

TOMATOES: These are a major source of the 
strong antioxidant lycopene, which reduces the risk of 
cancer by 40 percent, notably prostate, lung, and 
stomach cancers, and increases cancer survival. 

OLIVE OIL: It’s a major part of a Mediterranean 
diet, shown to help reduce death from heart disease 
and cancer. Heart attack survivors on a 
Mediterranean diet had half the death rates of those 
on an ordinary low-fat diet, recent research shows. 

RED GRAPES: They have moderate antioxidant 
power, but purple grape juice tops other juices in 
." (Phyllis Eichhorn, antioxidant activity, having four times more than 

Carotid Artery/Stroke orange or tomato juice. Red wine, but not white, has 

about the same antioxidant capacity as purple grape 
linutes or less to com- juice or tea. 

i at $60 or less. Sign- NUTS; Recent Harvard University research found 
creening, include the that eating more than five ounces of nuts a week, cut 
y $189 or less. heart attack deaths in women by 40 percent and 

helped prevent deadly irregular heartbeats in men. 

WHOLE GRAINS; Middle-aged women who ate 
slightly more than one whole-grain food per day had 
a 15 percent lower death rate than women eating lots 
of refined processed grains. Whole grains contain 
anti-cancer agents and help stabilize blood sugar and 
insulin, which may promote longevity. 

SALMON AND OTHER FATTY FISH; Contain high 
amounts of the type of fat, omega-3, that performs 
miracles throughout the body, fighting virtually every 
chronic disease known. You need at least an ounce a 
day, or two servings of a fatty fish a week. Fish high 
in omega-3 are sardines, mackerel, herring, and tuna. 

BLUEBERRIES: Blueberries are so powerful in 
retarding aging in animals that they can block brain 
changes leading to decline and even reverse failing 
memory. The human equivalent Is a half-cup of frozen 
or fresh blueberries a day. 

GARLIC; It has prolonged cancer-survival time and 
extended animal lifespans by about five percent, 
which in humans might add about four years. German 
researchers have found. Researchers at Penn State 
suggest letting crushed garlic “rest" about 10 minutes 
before cooking it to presen/e disease-fighting agents. 

SPINACH: It’s also rich in folic acid, which helps 
fight cancer, heart disease, and mental disorders. 
Both raw and steamed spinach have strong antioxi¬ 
dant activity. 

TEA: Harvard researchers recently found that 
drinking one cup of black tea a day cut heart disease 
risk in half. Be sure to make iced tea from loose tea 
or tea bags; instant tea and bottle teas contain mini¬ 
mal antioxidants, tests at Tufts University show. 

Dr. Nelson maintains an office at Hampden 
County Chiropractic, 850 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills, 786-4820. 


Indoor air quality 
& asthma conference 
to be held Mar. 4th 


Heritage Woods 
to host “Heart 
Disease Prevention 


Genesis Eldercare's Heritage Woods Assisted 
Living Community will be hosting a Health and 
Wellness Lecture Series, "Heart Disease Prevention” 
on March 3rd from 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Each year, cardiovascular diseases top the list of 
this country’s most serious health problems. The most 
critical factors to reducing the impact of heart disease 
and preventing new cases are education and early 
detection and treatment. This is an introductory to 
heart disease that will discuss heart disease, high 
blood pressure, and risks for heart disease. 

Participants will also receive information regarding 
diagnostic testing, cardiac procedures, cardiac reha¬ 
bilitation, as well as an overview of specific cardiac- 
related diseases. 

The program will be presented by Bette Trentholm, 
RN. This free lecture Is open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. Heritage Woods is 
located at 462 Main St., Agawam. 


The American Lung Association of Western 
Massachusetts is co-sponsoring a professional edu¬ 
cation conference for nurses and respiratory thera¬ 
pists, entitled “Asthma Issues for the School Aged 
Child" on Tuesday, March 4th. 

The conference will be held at Hancock Shaker 
Village in Pittsfield. The speakers for the evening will 
be Dr. Thomas Edwards from Berkshire Allergy 
Associates and Michael A. Feeney from the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health. 

The topics that will be discussed are “Factors 
Which Adversely Affect the Quality of Indoor Air & 
Techniques to Minimize Them” and “Indoor Air Quality 
and Its Effect on Respiratory Health. ” 

Registration will be from 4:30-5:00 p.m. A buffet- 
style dinner will be served from 5:00-5:30 p.m., fol¬ 
lowed by the program from 5:30-8:00 p.m. The cost of 
this program is $20 per person. Participants will 
receive 2.5 PDP's and three CEU’s for their atten¬ 
dance at this conference. To register, please mail a 
check to the American Lung Association of Western 
Mass., 393 Maple Street, Springfield, MA 01105, or 
call 1-800-LUNG-USA. 


Please remember to patronize your local 
businesses ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


* CHINA STAR M 


Specializing in Chinese Food to Take-Out 
382 Main Street • Agawam, Ma. 
789-7170*789-7196 


HypnoCoaching 

The art of Hypnotherapy, 
Coachtng & Guided imagery 


I^earaing about Health with 
us is easy...Systeiiis, causes, 
treatments, definitions, 
nutrition, complications. 

One* In our wobatt* go to th« R«t«r*nc« Room. 


Any 

LUNCH Combo 

$ 3.95 


/CurccrCoKhinj /(iuii Smoking ,^Wctghi Coouol 

/.MotN'aUoiul Coaching /Migraine Rctlcl /Stress Reduction 

/Leisure & Retirement Coachtng /Headache Relict /Build Sell Cvteem 
/Public Speaking Oevelopmcm /Insomnia Control anc more 


www.choice-health.com 


HMRhy H*clp«s. Ral»r*nc« Room. Ingr«d)«ni Qlo»Miry. 
Buy Onlino 

Vitamin, Herh and 
Supplement Specialists. 

Shop* iwnr Old Navy 

43S E. Main St. Rta 20 f CQ-lBlf cQ J 

Waatflald.MA 010S5 

Man-Sat 10-6. Mon & Thur dl 8 


Any 

DINNER Combo 

$ 5.25 


Techniques will be determined following a personal assessment. 
A roadmap will then be d e velo p ed just for youl 


Center for Self-Development 

83 Indusiriai Lane JIH 

Agawam, MA 01001-0570 
413-789-4511 ^ 7 ^ 


Expires 3-6-03 (With ThI* Coupon) 


Expires 3-6-03 (With Thli Coupon) 
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Your Back And 
Your Health 

by 

Dr. Joseph S. Schlaffer 

Schlaffer Chiropractic Offices 
192 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 


Headaches... 

It is estimated that between 15 and 20 percent of 
the male population, and 25 to 30 percent of the 
female population suffer from headaches, many of 
which are migraine headaches. 

" Conventional Medical Treatments 

A variety of medications are prescribed, but it 
should be noted that medications are palliative and do 
not necessarily prevent or reduce the occurrence of 
headaches. 

Americans spend some S3 billion a year on over- 
the-counter headache remedies. But many experts 
believe some headaches - so-called rebound 
headaches - are actually caused by the very same 
medicines people are taking to stop them. Or. Joel 
Saper, a neurologist and founder of the Michigan 
Head-Pain Neurological Institute in Ann Arbor, recent¬ 
ly advised that over-the-counter medications could 
“imprison a brain in rebound headaches." 

Conservative alternative approaches - including 
chiropractic evaluationAreatment - are advised. 

What Can Chiropractic Do? 

Doctors of chiropractic have the training and skills 
to relieve headache and neck pain by restoring 
integrity to the cervical (neck) spine, including 
increased range of motion and alignment to neck ver¬ 
tebrae. At the Schlaffer Chiropractic Office, we will 
examine and question you carefully, take a complete 
history, and conduct appropriate diagnostic tests. 

Chiropractic provides the special training, tech¬ 
niques. and experience needed to safely and effec¬ 
tively adjust your spine so that your headache pain is 
minimized. 

Fee/ free to contact us. We are located at 192 
Shoemaker Lane in Agawam • 789-1369 or 789- 
1073. 

* * * 

Our deadline is each Tuesday 
at 12:00 noon; however, we 
appreciate any articles, press 
releases, letters, etc., that can be 
brought in on Mondays. Thank you 
for your cooperation in this matter... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Is your New Year’s 
resolution stalled? 


Here's why you belong at the Y! 

• Swim laps in the pool 

• Run on the indoor or outdoor track. 

• Strength train with new Nautilus Fitness 
Advisor or Cybex equipment. 

• Get a quick workout using one of our 
Fast Lane circuits. 

• Take an aerobics or group cycling class. 

• Try racquetball or squash! 

• Introduce your kids to our new Youth 
Fitness Center. 

• Enjoy free babysitting & Y Club activities 
with Family memberships. 

• Meet friendly Y people in all shapes and sizes! 

start Now! NO JOIN FEE! 

No long-term eontrod and emytHng for one tow monthfy ft*. 


YMCA of Greater Springfield 

We'bufM stronf ttront fomUros, tttong cornmun<tie> 
Scantic Valley Branch • 35 Poit Offi'-: Park. Suite 85I8 
Wilbraham. MA Cl ' ''- • '-•'S 2749 • www scaniicvatleyy.org 
Springfield Branrh • 275 Chestnut Street. Suite I 
Springfield. ' ' '■> =>S> • v,•-v.sprlngfieldyorg 

; - ’.orKin No join fee i- a limited 

•: (.vodoWe fo qualified families 
and '' and_^ndiv>dual p/og'ams. 


For A Better You,.. 

by Judes Ziemba 
Center for Self-Development 
83 Industrial Lane 
Agawam, MA 01001 
789-4511 

Hypnosis... 

Our second series of articles is being dedicated to 
hypnosis and its many uses. To provide you with the 
most accurate account possible, much of the material 
has been researched and made available by the 
National Guild of Hypnotists Educational Faculty. The 
information is distributed as public information to its 
members. 

The National Guild was founded in 1951 and is the 
oldest and largest hypnosis organization of its kind. 
Professional membership in NGH requires that an 
individual possess specific qualifications, agrees to 
follow a strict code of ethics and agrees to pursue 
continuing education studies for annual re-certifica¬ 
tion. 

A medical and/or psychological referral may be 
required for certain conditions to be treated with hyp¬ 
nosis. Hypnosis can be helpful for dealing with such 
matters as habit control, stress, overeating, smoking, 
fears, motivation, self-confidence, memory and con¬ 
centration, learning enhancement, insomnia, goal¬ 
setting. relationships, and other areas that can lead to 
unhappiness, dysfunction, or difficulty in achieving 
personal goals. 

Other techniques associated with hypnosis that we 
will cover over the next few months are EFT 
(Emotional Freedom Techniques) with Habit Control 
issues: Covert Hypnosis, which includes messages 
(environmental, non-verbal, and verbal), and forensic 
hypnosis used in criminal cases, and a number of 
other specialties in the field of hypnosis. 

We hope you enjoyed our first series of articles, 
which introduced you to Reiki, aromatherapy, mas¬ 
sage therapy, acupuncture, sound and music thera¬ 
pies, and tight therapy. These alternative treatments 
and therapies are growing in acceptance and impor¬ 
tance in treating various symptoms and enhancing 
quality of life. 

Next week, we will begin with one of the most 
common Issues affecting our health today, "Weight 
Management and Hypnosis." 

Judes Ziemba maintains an office at the Center 
for Self-Development, 83 Industrial Lane, 
Agawam, 789-4511. 

■k ie "k 

Our classified ads will bring 
you FAST, FAST results... 



1325 Springfield St., Feeding Hills Center 
( 413 ) 786-0909 

* Quickfit-Cardio & Strength Training in just 30 min. 

* Fast - Fun - Fitness 

* Friendly, caring enviroment 

Moms Check 
this Out!!! 

Our *Family Plan... 

MOM is only $29 a month 
& 

Your Daughter 

(17 years old or younger) 

Is just $10 a monthll! 

Give us a call today!!! 

•Offer based on first visit & Family Plan enrollment. Min. 12 
mo. c.d. program, Registration fee not Included. 






For Your Eyes Only 

by Aaron Vanderhoof 
Licensed Optician 
Agawam Opticians 
338 Walnut St. Ext., 
Agawam 
786-0719 


Astigmatism... 

Astigmatism ... the word itself sounds much more 
serious than it actually is. Associated with both near¬ 
sightedness and farsightedness, Astigmastism is the 
most common of vision problems. 

Simply put. the condition occurs when the eye 
lacks a single point of focus. People with astigmatism 
have a random, inconsistent vision pattern, where 
some objects appear clear and others blurry. 

Usually present at birth and neither worsens or 
improves over time, an astigmatismatic person has a 
cornea (clear covering of the eyeball) shaped like an 
oblong football as opposed to a round baseball. This 
will cause images to focus on two different areas 
inside the globe of the eye rather than one area 
directly on the retina. 

Most prescriptions for glasses will have some 
amount of astigmatic correction. The numbers of the 
prescription might look like this -100 -100 x125. 
Contacts or eyeglasses can be used to correct this 
problem. Toric contacts are used with more severe 
astigmatic patients. Very common problem ... very 
correctable. 

Agawam support 
group sponsored 
by the NAMI-WM 

On the last Monday of each month, a support 
group sponsored by the National Alliance for the 
Mentally III of Western Massachusetts is held at the 
Agawam Council On Aging. 68 Meadowbrook Manor, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Groups sponsored by the NAMl-WM are facilitated 
by persons who have had years of experience with 
mental illness, either directly or as family members of 
an ill person. The support group meetings are intend¬ 
ed to supply emotional support and information. 
Discussions are honest and open, but no one is 
expected to talk about anything he or she would 
rather not discuss. Everything said at these meet¬ 
ings is kept confidential. 

If you are interested in joining and would like to 
receive more information about the support group, 
please contact NAMI-WMass, 786-9139 or 1-800- 
295-2121 or Lucille Drewnowski at 786-1236. 




for that Healing liT 


see 

Dr. Tami Nelson 

Hampdea- County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 

786-4820 
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Memory Lane Chorus On Saturday, March 1st,.. 

to perforin free Spfld, Syinphoiiy Orchestra & Chorus 

concert on Mar. 14th perform majestic “Carmina Burana” 


A free concert by the Memory Lane Chorus of the 
Agawam Senior Center will feature songs from the 
"Hit Parade" programs of the 1940s and 1950s. The 
concert will take place at the Agawam Middle School 
auditorium on Friday, March 14th, at 7:00 p.m. 
Donations will be accepted to help cover the concert 
expenses. 

“Your Hit Parade" radio programs started in 1935. 
Through a canvas of sheet music and record sales 
(along with radio performances each week), the top 
10 songs were performed on Saturday night. The 
show ran through the 1940s, then switched to televi¬ 
sion until the late 1950s. 

The Senior Center Chorus will be assisted by the 
fifth-grade students from the classes of Jean Forgette 
and Carey Fisk, as well as the Melody Band from the 
Senior Center. 

The songs scheduled to be performed during the 
March 14th concert will include the following: “I’ve 
Heard That Song Before," “I’m Looking Over A Four- 
Leaf Clover.” “Everywhere You Go,” “Happy 
Wanderer.” “Kalamazoo,” “Shoo-Fly Pie,” "Mister 
Sandman," "Love And Marriage,” “Don’t Get Around 
Much Anymore,” “Chattanooga Choo Choo," “Powder 
Your Face With Sunshine," and “Bushel And A Peck.” 

These songs were originally made popular by 
some of the top singers of that era, such as Bing 
Crosby, Perry Como. Frank Sinatra, Dinah Shore, 
Doris Day, Dean Martin, Frankie Lane, and Helen 
Forest. 

Singing groups who performed many of these hit 
songs included The Andrews Sisters, The Fontaine 
Sisters, The Ink Spots, The Mills Brothers, The Four 
Aces, The Chordettes, The Ames Brothers, and The 
McGuire Sisters. 

Bands which presented the numbers were those of 
Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, Harry James, Guy 
Lombardo. Ted Weems, Duke Ellington, and Sammy 
Kaye. 


Symphonic drama is the core of an 8:00 p.m. pro¬ 
gram on Saturday, March 1st, at Symphony Hail in 
downtown Springfield, as Music Director Kevin 
Rhodes and the Springfield Symphony Orchestra per¬ 
form Hector Berlioz’ Overture from “Le Corsaire” and 
Tchaikovsky’s "Francesca da Rimini.” followed by Carl 
Orffs “Carmina Burana,” featuring the Springfield 
Symphony Chorus under the direction of Chorus 
Director Robert Rene Galvan and guest vocalists. 

Each composition takes its story from a literary 
work: the "Corsaire” Overture from a poem by Lord 
Byron, "Francesca da Rimini” from Dante’s “Inferno," 
and the “Carmina Burana” from a 13th-century 
Bavarian manuscript. 

Orffs most famous work is an anthology of several 
poems and songs from the manuscript. Part opera, 
part oratorio, and originally part dance, “Carmina 
Burana” is a sonic spectacular for chorus, soloists, 
and orchestra. 

Guest vocalists will include soprano Ollie Watts 
Davis, tenor Daniel Snyder, and baritone Kurt Willett. 

Galvan is appearing is his first season as Chorus 
Conductor of the Springfield Symphony Chorus. He is 
Professor of Conducting and Choral Studies at the 


Brooklyn-Queens Conservatory of Music in New York 
City and Coordinator of Performing Arts at Manhattan 
College, where he is Music Director and Conductor of 
the Manhattan Singers. 

Maestro Rhodes will lead a pre-concert discussion 
abou the musical program at 7:00 p.m. in Symphony 
Hall. It is part of the Classical Conversations series of 
informal lectures that take place before every classi¬ 
cal concert to give audience members an opportunity 
to learn more about the evening’s program and ask 
questions (thereby enhancing their musical experi¬ 
ence). 

This concert is being sponsored by the Novak 
Charter Oak Financial Group and United Personnel 
Services. It is made possible by support from the 
Business Friends of the Arts and the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. 

Tickets are available from the Springfield 
Symphony Box Office, 75 Market Place, downtown 
Springfield, or may be charged (VISA, MasterCard, or 
Discover) by calling (413) 733-2291. Tickets range 
from $12 to $42, and are half-price for youths ages 
four to 17. A 25-percent discount is available for 
groups of 10 or more. 


Bay Path to present **How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really Trying” 


The Bay Path College Performing Arts Department 
will present "How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying” on Friday and Saturday. Feb. 28th, 
March 1st, 7th, and 8th at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, 
March 9th at 2:00 p.m. 

Directed by Li Ciaglo and music direction by Tom 
Slowick, the performances will feature Roger Gove, 
Jr., Dan Derby, Jen Hines, Amanda Levreault, Waldo 
Goodermote, David Potter, Cheyenne Simmons, and 


Geena Ravella. 

Tickets are $12, regular seating: $10, Bay Path 
College staff; and $5 for Bay Path College traditional 
students. Rush seats are available for $11 ($7, sen¬ 
iors) on preview night, Feb. 27th at 8:00 p.m. 

For tickets, call the Box Office at 565-5390 from 
4:30-8:00 p.m., weekdays; 4:30-8:30 p.m., evening 
performances: and 12:30-2:30 p.m., matinee perform¬ 
ance. 


***** 

Our classified ads cost just $15 per week for 30 words or less. However, we DO NOT take them over the 
telephone. Please bring them to our office at 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills Center (above Remillard 
Insurance Agency), or mail them (along with payment) to P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


AGAWAM 
DENTAL CARE 

James Maslowski DMD / Rorrald PaN Jr. DMD 


The key to good oral hygiene is a 
regimen of regular professional care. 
Preventive dentistry will help to avoid 
the pain and expense associated with 
more serious dental problems in the 
future. 

Avoid problems before they start, call 
for an appointment today. 

Ronald Pahl Jr. D.M.D. 

James K. Maslowski D.M.D. 

Feeding Hills Springfield 

1325 Springfield St 1490 Allen Street 

786-7313 782-4242 



DIVORCE 



Melissa R. Gillis 


Attorney 

785-5100 


Morisi fry O'Connell 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


155 Maple Street 
Suite 300 
Springfield, MA 01105 
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Meet The Master " by Dick Mastroianni... 



ACROSS 
1 Mined metals 
5 Andy Capp’s “so 
long” 

9 Irish playwright’s 
monogram 

12 Wrongdoing 

13 Songs you sing 
alone 

14 “Time" publisher 
16 “Golfer of the Year” 
in 2001 

18 Alien’s craft 

19 Cow speak 

20 Menlo Park Initials 

21 Newts 

22 Owns 

25 Bikini top 
27 Time periods 

29 Peer Gynt’s mother 

30 Jackie’s second 

31 Martians? 

33 River duck 

35 Ignited 

36 Got white from 
fright 

38 Boor 

40 Organic compound 

42 Brew 

43 Dalai Lama’s land 
45 German “one” 


46 Road rigs 

48 World-Wide labor 
org. 

49 Loch_monster 

51 Somolia (abbr.) 

52 M.l.T. workplace 

53 Dawdle 

55 “Deep blue_” 

57 Celtics’ org. 

59 Caustic material 

60 “Able was I ere I 

saw_” 

62 Upper limb 
64 Author Levin 

66 Short for aluminum 

67 “Bama’s” legendary 
coach 

72 Hawaiian port city 

73 Follow 

74 Nobelist Weisel 

75 Crafty 

76 Oasis fruit 

77 Sold at a discount 

DOWN 

1 Mel in the “Hall of 
Fame” 

2 King (French) 

3 Work unit 

4 Hold back 

5 Also 

6"Thanks 


7 Present 

8 Affirm 

9 Tacky liquid 

10 Western show cre¬ 
ator 

11 Scottish people 

13“_blue streak” 

15 Existence (Latin) 

17 Steal from 


22 Ethan from Vermont 

23 Spring up 

24 Chief at the Little 
Big Horn 

26 Book of facts 
28 Certain groups 
32 Monica of tennis 
34 Clay today 
36 Iron 


37 Devil 
39 Hold up 
41 East northeast 

44 “_or not to be” 

47 Have a cocktail 
50 Ocean bottom 

53 Wife of Jacob 

54 “_well” 

56 Omni was one 


58 Arrive (abbr.) 

61 Chinese off-shore 
island 

63 Spar support 
65 Votes for 

68 Regret 

69 In the manner of 

70 Nada 

71 Ball holder 


Cultural Council planning NYC trip 


The Agawam Cultural Council is sponsoring a “Plan 
Your Own Trip" to New York City on May 10, 2003. 
There are many activities, including museums, plays, 
and other cultural events which are available for peo¬ 
ple going on the trip. 

Several stops will be made along Fifth Avenue and 
included in this list are the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, Rockefeller Center, the Times Square Show 
Ticket Booth, 34th Street, and South Street Seaport. 


Time of departure is 6:30 a.m. and the return trip will 
leave New York City at 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets may be obtained by sending a check made 
out to the Agawam Cultural Council enclosing a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Agawam 
Cultural Council, 933 River Road, Agawam, MA 
01001. Cost of the trip will be $27. 

For further information, call 786-1859. 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ office 
at 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills 
(above Remillard Insurance), please 
note that our main entrance is in the 
back. Please park on the side of the 
building and use the back entrance. 

Thank you... 



Siding 

Estimate, 


***** 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Springfield 

Turnverein 

176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills 

786-0924 


BINGO 

(A Smoke-Free Environment) 

EVERY SUNDAY 6:30 P.M. 


Catering To - Weddings, Banquets, 
Parties and Receptions 

Karaoke - Fridays at 8 P M 

Two Rooms Available With Seating Up To 250 People 


Free Market Analysis - No Obligation 


LANDMARK 


Realtors® 

Ca/l or Come in Today and Experience 
Honest, Old-Fashioned Hometown Service 

1353 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills Center 
Tel. (413) 789-0772 
Fax. (413) 786-3153 
feedinghills@landmarkre.com 


delreo 

HOME IMPROVEMENT. 4!^% 

SPECIAUZING IN EXTERIOR HOME IMPROVEMENT 

$$$$$$$ SAVE $$$$$$$ 

with rising utility costs you eo»T 
afford to let heat go out your 
windows! New vinyl 
replacement windows are the 


answer. 


Only^l 99°? 


per window* installed 


CunderlOOU.I.) 

■ SIDING & TRIM • GARAGE DOORS 

•ROOFING ‘DECKS BUILT 

GUTTERS ♦ DOORS INSTALLED 

REPLACEMENT ‘SERVING ALL OF 

WINDOWS WESTERN MA&CT 

Call 569-3733 


OWNER/OPERATED 
FULLY INSURED 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
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AT THE MARCH 5TH meeting ot the Agawam Community Artists and Artisans Club, member H. Helene Gates will demonstrate the Shaker 
method of caning. The meeting will take place at the Quail Run Estates Community Room. 


Community Artists and Artisans Club to meet Mar. 5th 


The Agawam Community Artists and Artisans Ciub 
will feature member M. Helene Gates at the March 5th 
meeting (weather permitting), which will be held at the 
Quail Run Estates Community Room. 

A short meeting will start at 7:00 p.m. with the demo 
at approximately 7:30 p.m. She will demonstrate the 
Shaker method of caning. 

Helene’s interest in caning developed as a result of 
her involvement in antique furniture refinishing hobby. 
After attempting to locate someone - anyone - to 
repair caned seats, she decided to learn the old craft 
of caning. 

In 1983, Helene began attending evening classes 

^^The Food 
Dude 

by John Walters 

WMAS 1450 AM 


Cooking with asparagus... 

One of the best veggies out there is asparagus. 
Those tender, little first shoots of spring are the best. 
Look for the new California spears in the markets 
now: you can serve them with just melted butter and 
lemon, or you can take things to a whole new level. 

Try serving with butter that has been browned. Not 
burned, but just before it starts to burn and the solids 
have gotten all browned and caramelized: It almost 
tastes like lobster! Just close your eyes and try it (I 
think you will agree). 

I like to cut the ends off and toss ’em, but some 
folks use them, too. If you want to eat the stem parts 
(especially in the thicker ones), use a paring knife and 
peel of the tough outer edges. 

I cut asparagus into bite-size chunks and saute 
with garlic, onions, and scallops to serve over pasta. 
Add a splash of wine, a dollop of butter, and just a 
pinch of sea salt and red pepper flakes ... and you 
have a quick and elegant dinner. 

Asparagus tips that are cooked until soft - and 
mixed in with egg yolks and mayonnaise - make a 
quick and different deviled egg. 

Asparagus loves to be teamed up with seafood. 
Take cod fillets, cut a pocket (but not all the way 
through), and fill with pre-cooked asparagus. Jack 
cheese, and roasted garlic. Dust the top with bread¬ 
crumbs and lemon slices. Now, pour melted butter all 
over them, bake just until the fish sets, and you have 
a great meal. Serve with your own rice pilaf and a 


at the Agawam Night School sessions, taught by the 
late Carl Woodruff. Since then, she has completed 
many caning projects which include both pressed and 
hand-caned seats as well as cloth tape woven, com¬ 
monly known as Shaker tape. 

Helene continues to enjoy chair-weaving through 
her part-time business and she also enjoys classes in 
the fine art painting, particularly oils as well as deco¬ 
rative arts and calligraphy. She is a busy homemaker 
and still made time to complete four mursals at the 
James Clark School. 

Please join us at this interesting demo as it is 
offered free of charge to the public, being furnished by 


salad. 

Before you say anything, pilaf is easy. I know 
you’re thinking you can’t do it: but pilaf is just rice and 
orzo noodles sauteed in butter, then simmered in 
chicken stock. Season with salt, pepper, parsley, and 
just a pinch of Tumeric. Twenty minutes later, and you 
have pilaf. 

Pilaf is great with kabobs. Just marinate beef, 
lamb, or chicken in Italian salad dressing. Place the 
chunks on skewers and broil them. If the weather is 
nice, use your grill. Serve these over the rice. Have 
lemon slices on the table to squeeze over the rice. 

I like to cook a little baby spinach into my pilaf, too. 
(Oooo, baby spinach, baby asparagus!) Serve this up 
with shrimp or scallops, and you have a dinner fit for 
a king. 

One last kingly meal made with asparagus is veal 
Oscar. Tender veal is sauteed and then topped with 
crab meat, crowned with tender asparagus, and then 
covered with a delicate, egg-enriched HoHandaise 
sauce. That one deserves some champagne and a 
special night to remember! 

Remember, listen to the “Food Dude" - it is not what 
you’re eating that’s most important ... it is whom 
you're dining with! 

Be sure to listen to my radio show every Saturday 
on WMAS AM 1450 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 
And, by all means pay a visit to my website - 
www.foodduderadio.com - for more recipes: while 
you’re there, make sure you visit the restaurant guide. 

JOHN 
WALTERS’ 
radio show 
can be heard 
each Saturday 
from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 
1450 AM... 


the Agawam Cultural Council, which is funded by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. 

Should any area artists and/or artisans like to join 
the ACA, please join us at this meeting or any meet¬ 
ing on the first Wednesday of each month. New mem¬ 
bers are welcome. 

Dues are $15 per year (September-June) and will 
entitle you our monthly meeting, our annual arts and 
craft show, any lent sale in town, besides meeting with 
fellows artists and artisans. 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call 
Florida Tangoed at 786-3689. 

Michael Tougias 
to present slide 
show at Ag. Library 

The Agawam Cultural Council is pleased to present 
Michael Tougias, noted author and lecturer, narrating 
a slide presentation about the Connecticut River’s 
history and natural history. 

The program is part of the Council’s First Friday 
Series and will be held on Friday, March 7th at 7:30 
p.m. at the Agawam Public Library on Cooper Street 
in Agawam. 

Touguias is the author of 14 books about New 
England and is also a columnist for the Springfield 
Union/News. He will take his audience down the 
entire 410 miles of the river, giving practical tips, 
including his favorite places for paddling, camping, 
hiking, and fishing and tailing of his experiences on 
one of te great rivers of the United States. 

A question and answer period will follow the pres¬ 
entation. Tougias will also have available for puchase 
copies of his book. 

The program is free and open to the public. It is 
supported by the Agawam Cultural Council through a 
grant from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 

***** 

Want to keep up on all the latest news 
in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be 
sure to subscribe to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! A one-year subscription 
costs only $26, so mail your check today 
to "The Advertiser News,” RO. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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Phelps students raise $$$ for MSPCA 


“Youth Art 
Month” to be 
celebrated at 
Agawam Library 


During March, the Agawam Public Library win be 
pleased to present “Youth Art Month,* an annual 
observance to emphasize the value of art education 
and to encourage public support for quality school 
programs. The Council for Art Education prninotes 
“YAM" in cooperation with the National Art Education 
Association. 

A collection of artwork from the seven Agav(V3m 
Public Schools of pupils in grades kiindergarten 
through 12 will be featured. To promote the value of 
an art education, art teachers have been preparintg for 
this month-long celebration of the visual arts- 

This exhibit will include watercolor, acrytlic. and 
gouache paintings of various subject matters. A*n 
array of clay pieces serving as functional pottery, wsre 
and sculptural pieces will be on display. An arrainge- 
ment of crayon resists, self-portraits, and scratch- 
board drawings will be showcased. 

Students have created an interesting varriety of 
plaster of paris craft sculptures. Woodblock., styro¬ 
foam, and collagraph printmaking work will be high¬ 
lighted. 

Pointillism, point-line and plane colored pterxcii 
drawings, atmospheric landscapes, and charcoal still 
life will be included. Trompe L-oeil (“to fool the eye")i 
drawings, illustrations, and mixed media are other 
categories of artwork. 

Art education contributes powerful educatworral 
benefits to all elementary and secondary students, 
including the following: creative problem solvitng; crit¬ 
ical thinking abilities; deeper understanding of inrutti- 
cuftural values and beliefs; generalized interdiscipli' 
nary knowledge; and specific knowledge of art pro¬ 
duction. art history, art criticism, and aesthetes. 

The artwork exhibit will be held on both levels of 
the library, including the glass cases on the maim 
level. Viewing hours are Monday through Thursday, 
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Friday, 10:00 a.rm. >6:010 
p.m.; and Saturday. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


THANKS TO THEIR RECENT bottle and can collection, first-graders at Phelps Elementary 
School were able to raise $472.50 for the benefit of the MSPCA (Massachusetts Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals). On February 12th, the students presented their donation 
(along with Valentine greetings) to Madeline Nagy, who visited the school with "Baxter," a shep¬ 
herd mix from the MSPCA's local animal shelter. From left: Andrew Durocher, Kerry DeForge, 
and Lindsey Carmel with Madeline and "Baxter." Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Agawam High 
PTSO news 


Orsatti brothers 
earn Dean’s 
List status at 
Spfld. College 


Parents and students who are interested in learn¬ 
ing more about the PTSO and how they can become 
involved in the High School are Invited to attend the 
next PTSO meeting, which will be held on Monday, 
March 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Agawam High School 
faculty cafeteria. 

The PTSO is raising funds for the Renaissance 
program, reviewing Renaissance criteria for admis¬ 
sion for next year, developing a freshman/sophomore 
survey to survey the interests of both classes in a safe 
graduation or safe after-prom party, considering by¬ 
laws for the group, and entertaining plans for future 
fundraising events. 

A raffle will be held in an effort to thank and 
increase membership. If you cannot make the meet¬ 
ing but would like to keep abreast of AHS happenings, 
please visit us on the school's website, 
www.aQawamhiahschQOl.orQ. 


Aaron and Brandan Orsatti of Agawam were 
named to the Dean’s List for the fall semester at 
Springfield College. 

Aaron received a bachelor of science degree in 
December 2002. During his four years as a member 
of the Pride football team, Aaron played defensive 
tackle for the two-time Freedom League champions, 
and earned a Conference Championship ring as a 
player in the 2000 NCAA Elite Eight National 
Tournament. 

Brandan, a sophomore who is double-majoring in 
communications/sports journalism and English, ranks 
in the top five academically as a wrestler on the 
NCAA nationally-ranked Springfield College wrestling 
team. 

Both boys are graduates of Suffield Academy in 
Connecticut, where they were three-sport 
student/athletes. 


Ag. Junior High 
to conduct parent 
conferences 


The Agawam Junior High School will cort'diict its 
annual Spring Parent Conferences on Thursday, 
March 13th from 12:15 p.m.-2:15 p.m. and 6:30p.m.- 
8:30 p.m. Dismissal for students will be at appiroxl- 
mately 11:15 a.m. 

All parents of seventh- and eighth-grade stueJenfe 
are welcome to attend the semi-annual corrrference 
night, which features brief meetings with teachers amd 
staff members. Classroom secretaries will schojdulie 
five-minute appointments with individual teachers. 

The Spring Parent Conference time is an esccellent 
opportunity for parents to visit the school where ithey 
may review their child’s academic progress. 


At UMass Amherst... 

Laura Charest 
inducted into 
Golden Key Nat’l 
Honor Society 


Shanti M. Mathew 
on Dean’s List 
at Choate 
Rosemary Hall 


Laura Charest, daughter of Patricia & Dennis 
Charest of Pine Street, Feeding Hills, has been 
inducted into the Golden Key National Honor Society 
at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 

Golden Key is a national academic honor society 
formed to recognize and encourage outstanding 
scholastic achievement and excellence in all fields of 
study. Membership is by invitation to juniors and sen¬ 
iors who are in the top 15 percent of their class. 

Charest is a member of the class of 2004, majoring 
in finance at the University. She graduated from 
Agawam High School in 2000. 


PTO news 
from Agawam 
Middle School 


Shanti Mariam Mathew of Agawam, daughter of Dr. 
James Mathew, was-recently named to the fail 2002 
term Dean’ List at Choate Rosemary Hall in 
Wallingford, Connecticut. 

Choate Rosemary Hall is an independent second¬ 
ary school enrolling approximately 830 boarding and 
day students from the United States and 32 countries. 


The March 17th PTO meeting has been resclhed- 
uled to Monday, March 10th, at 7:00 p.m. 

A raffle will be held, and refreshments .willl 
served. . 

Spring business will be discussed. 
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’’Students of the Month” honored at Agawam Junior High... 



EIGHTH-GRADERS Zach Smith (at left) and Glenna Brooks (center photo) were recognized recently as "Physical Education Students of the 
Month" at Agawam Junior High School. In right photo: Myungsun Ro, an eighth-grader at Agawam Junior High School, was named a recent 

"Art Student of the Month." Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 



From The 
AHS Guidance 
Office... 

by Judy Cohen 
Agawam High School 
Guidance Counselor 


Instruct or destruct? 


Did you ever feel like tearing your hair out? Of 
course you have. What parent hasn’t ... for we all 
know that parenting is probably the hardest job we will 
ever do in our lives and the irony is that it doesn’t real¬ 
ly come with instructions. Yes, there are books written, 
but you might as well throw most of them out the win¬ 
dow because there are no set rules to parenting. 
There are guidelines, there is common sense, and of 
course, there is winging it, which is what most of us 
tend to do anyway. 

When I look back at my parenting, I realize how far 
I have come. Frankly, there should never be first chil¬ 
dren: the poor souls ... they are the ones who are the 
guinea pigs; they are the ones on whom we daunting- 
ly try out our skills. From them we learn, sometimes 
the hard way, and definitely through trial and error, 
what works and what doesn’t. Yet, here’s the rub - 
when the second kid arrives and we try to use some 
of the same learned tools, they just don’t seem to 
work. And why is that? I think it’s because each kid 
and each situation is so unique. And then, too, we 
have changed as well. So, different circumstances 
call for different solutions. But there does seem to be 
one constant and that’s what I wish to address in this 
column. The constant is our demeanor, our behavior. 
We must instruct, not destruct. 

Let's think about both of these words. It is important 
for us to instruct our children, to show them by exam¬ 
ple what is the appropriate thing to do. It is important 
for us to tell them why we feel they are doing the 
incorrect thing or why they are acting in an appropri¬ 
ate manner. We must listen to them, but as parents, 
we must remember that we do have and should have 
permission to instruct. We are their teachers. And just 
as a good teacher does, we must lead the way and do 
it in a constructive fashion. Yes, that’s the key ... we 
must instruct in a positive fashion, keeping Intact our 
children’s positive sense of self. 

Now, let’s look at the word destruct. Unfortunately, 
that word is invoked much too frequently. I like to think 
it’s done unknowingly, yet it is so damaging. John’s 
room is a mess. You are tired of telling him to pick up 
his things. This time you enter his room and start 
yelling, telling him to respect you and that his room is 
part of your home. How dare he not clean it! You go 
on to tell him that he is a slob, he is not organized, and 
you are sure that’s why he is getting low grades in 


school. Whoa! Wait a minute! How did school enter 
into it? 1 mean, what do low grades have to do with his 
room? Clearly you have let things get out of hand. You 
are angry and are spouting forth things that are inap¬ 
propriate and are just being destructive. And you 
know what? You are turning Johnny off. As a matter of 
fact, he has probably tuned you out at this point, say¬ 
ing to himself, "Here she goes again." 

Okay, so what should you have done? Let’s take a 
look. You enter his room. You say quietly and evenly, 
“Hey, kiddo, I see things haven't gotten picked up yet. 
What’s the story? Do you have enough room for 
everything? Were you too busy to straighten up?” 

Give Johnny a chance to respond. You might be 
surprised what you hear. Then, begin to instruct, not 
destruct. "Johnny, let’s clean this place up together. 1 
don’t want to put your things away into places where 
you won’t find them. Got any suggestions?" 

Now you are both in this together. He is helping you 
and your are helping him. Once the room is straight¬ 
ened up, point out to him what a difference it makes. 
You are not only pleased at the way it looks, but you 
also know that he will be able to find his things more 
quickly and will be able to keep things neater. There 
has not been any yelling. Johnny is calm and so are 
you. And you have been his teacher. You have taught 
him through suggestions and hands-on experience. 
An added bonus is that you have been able to spend 
some quality time together and perhaps done some 
talking as you straightened things up. 

So, remember, you are the teacher, but in order to 
be able to teach effectively, you must be sure you 
instruct, not destruct. 


School Council 
agenda for Ag. 
Middle School 

DATE: Wednesday, March 5, 2003. 

TIME: 3:30 p.m. 

PLACE: Teachers’ lounge. 

1. Call to order. 

2. Discuss Middle School FY 04 budget process. 

3. Continue development of 2003-2004 School 
Improvement Plan. 

4. Other business/concerns. 

AHS Band Parents 
to sponsor 
“Oldies Dance” 

The Agawam High School Band Parents will spon¬ 
sor an “Oldies Dance” at the Polish-American Club on 
Saturday, March 8th, from 7:00 p.m. to midnight. The 
DJ will be Bruce Theriaque. 

Tickets can be obtained by contacting Brittany 
Theriaque, 789-0721, or any band student. 

Proceeds will help defer the cost of the band’s and 
jazz choir’s spring trip to Chicago in May. Come out 
and let the parents finally have some fun! 


For the best 
in local 
goods and 
services, be 
sure to 
check our 
classifieds 
each and 
every 

week...AAN!! 



Free College Admissions 
srid Test Seminars for 
parents and students! 

Monday, March 10**^, 7-8pm 

at the Amherst Kaplan Center 

Wednesday, March 12^^, 7-8pm 

at the Springfield JCC 


KAPLAN 


1-800-KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com 


Test Prep 


>SAT .s a fegntefd trockm^ark t>t the College Entrance Exam.nmion Board. 
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Phelps fourth-graders have big hearts 


PHELPS SCHOOL FOURTH GRADERS in the classes of teachers Charlene Hermans (back row, left) and Joann Sullivan (back row, right) were 
paid a visit by Teresa Russo from neighboring Giovanni's Italian Pastries in Agawam Center on Valentine's Day. Teresa (right photo) brought 
with her a huge heart-shaped cake to make the students' Valentine's Day complete. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


Danielle Sienkiewicz 
attains Dean’s List 
at Franklin Pierce 


Additions to 
Term 2 AHS 
Honor Roll 


Parent Information 
Night scheduled 
for March 5th 


Danielle Sienkiewicz of Feeding Hills was named 
to the Dean’s List for the fall 2002 semester at 
Franklin Pierce College. 

Danielle’s parents are Mary & Charles Sienkiewic. 


The following students were among those 
named to the Term 2 Honor Roll at Agawam High 
School; Ashley Blanchard, Paul Lagasse, Laura 
Zerra. 


In preparation for Agawam’s Kindergarten 
Registration, a Parent information Night will be held 
on Wednesday, March 5th at 6:30 p.m. at Robinson 
Park School. 

Parents o1 a\\ children entenng kindergarten in 
September 2003 are invited to attend. The program 
will be to answer questions parents might have in 
regard to their child entering school in September. 
Children who will be five years of age prior to October 
1. 2003 are eligible for enrollment in kindergarten in 
September. 

Screening dates are as follows: Phelps School, 
March 20th & 21st: Robinson Park School, March 
27th & 28th: Granger School, April 3rd and 4th: Clark 
School, April 10th & 11th. 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 
12:00 noon; however, we appre¬ 
ciate any articles, press releas¬ 
es, letters, etc., that can be 
brought in on Mondays. 
ADVERTISER NEWS!I! 


Finally, A 30-Year Mortgage 
That Makes Sense! 


You Pick The Fixed Term. No Points. Great Low Rates 


3 years 4.75% 4.774% 


5 years 


7 years 5.625% 5.209% 


^ 332w«j«,rrsT.ar. 
AGAWAM 
(413)789-2196 
0PEN:M0N.*SAr.S-8 

^ • WIRELESS PHONES & 
ACCESSORIES 

* T-MOBILE 
SPRINTPCS 

e * VERIZON FREE UP 

• NEXTEL 

l^/^S^ream ^^Sprint 

DVD & VIDEO 
> SALES & RENTALS 

IFWEDONTttAVErr, 
WE'LL ORDER m 


Hampden 


hampdenbank.com YourTe/Bank: 1 800 8876704 
Springfield; Downtown 736.1812, Allen SReet 782 5291 
West Springfield: 781 3360, Longineadow: 567 3321 
Agawain 821 9437. Loan Center: 452 5120 


'Bates effeciii'e as of2/20/03 Sutgact t> change vinthout notice. 

Annual percmiage rate (/UTI) based on 20% ^npa^imeni for a $100,000 
loan First ale ^justment after the third, fifth, or seventh year Sul^ctjo 
cnalif)calion BepayrTmt per $1,000 bonowarf - 3/3 year ABM $522: 

5^ ABM $5 62:7/3 year ABM $6 78 


Equal Housing Lender MemberFDIC MemberDIF 'iUM 
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Thirty-two fourth-grade Project S.E.E. students 
used hydrometers, secchi disks, anemometers, ther¬ 
mometers, pH strips, meter sticks, beakers, and other 
scientific tools to conduct experiments. 

The most authentic way to learn is to conduct 
experiements and collect data using the tools that real 
scientists use. So a group of dedicated parents 
donned their lab coats and became research scien¬ 
tists for a day. The following parents donated their 
time and expertise in order to provide this hands-on 
learning for the students. 

“It was an outstanding experience to have parents 
explain about Jason Project Experiments. They made 
me feel like a real scientist!” exclaimed Meaghan 
Foley from Robinson Park School. 

A husband and wife team, Mr. & Mrs. Einzig, taught 
an experiment called "A Worm for All Seasons.” The 
students had to determine the worms' reactions to dif¬ 
ferent environmental conditions such as heat, light, 
humidity, and various foods. Later, they compared 
these earthworms to iceworms and learned how ice- 
worms adapt to the arctic environment. 

“The earthworm experiment enriched my knowl¬ 
edge. The really cool thing about it was that I got to 
touch the earthworms. We saw what soil and foods 
they liked. We found out that worms like damp soil 
and non-salty foods. We also learned the body parts 
of an earthworm," said Jesse Conklin from Clark 
School. 

Mr. & Mrs. Walles conducted two different experi¬ 
ments called “The Over the Air Broadcast System" 
and “Weather Conditions." Mr. Walles demonstrated 
how to build a broadcast device that converts sound 
waves to electromagnetic signals. The students 
learned that the signals are transmitted “over the air” 
as in radio and television communication. They then 
“heard” the system reconvert light back into sound 
waves when they listened to their own voices travel 
from one tape recorder to another using only light and 
a solar cell. The students understood that the sound 
signal was being transported by light, and that the 
solar cell had to be in line of sight with the flashlight’s 
beam in order to receive the signal. 

“The science experiments were really interesting, 
and it seemed as if the parents really knew what they 
were doing!" commented Nick Cormier, a fourth-grade 
student from Granger School when asked his 
thoughts about parents teaching science. 

Mrs. Walles prepared the students to do experi¬ 
ments outdoors and allowed them to use different sci¬ 
entific instruments such as an anemometer to meas¬ 
ure wind speed, thermometers to check Fahrenheit 
and Celsius temperatures in different sheltered and 
open areas of the school. 

The “Fur, Fat, and Feathers Experiment" was con¬ 
ducted by Mr. Niziolek. He had the students construct 
models of three endothermic (warm-blooded) animals 
to Investigate how layers of insulation such as fur, fat, 
and feathers help animals stay warm. Students meas¬ 
ured the three different containers of water insulated 
with fur (wool), fat (Crisco), and feathers (ostrich) at 
five-minute intervals to seek how the water tempera¬ 
ture changed. 

Mrs. Reardon conducted an experiment about con¬ 
vection called “Going with the Flow.” The students 
learned what causes currents in the ocean and the 
atmosphere by observing how cold blue and warm 
red food coloring react in a tub of water. They also col¬ 
lected data from thermometers at different levels in 
the room. They learned that when air or water tem¬ 
perature changes, it moves from one place to anoth¬ 
er through a process called convection. 

Mrs. Marvel did an experiment called “Water 
Clarity.” The students measured for water clarity and 
learned how clarity affects aquatic life. They also 
learned how scientists use a secchi disk to measure 
the water clarity of ponds, streams, and rivers. 

Mr. Thomas, a doctoral student from the University 
of Massachusetts, allowed the students to use a 

SEE JASON PROJECT - Page 31 
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MRS. KIERKLA instructed the students to use thermometers to collect the Fahrenheit and 
Celsius data of warm and cold air and liquids. 


MRS. SLINSKY is shown conducting a "Glacial Ice" experiment during the Jason Project. 


MR. PARZICH had fourth-grade Project S.E.E. students wear goggles and use pH strips to test 
acids and bases of mystery liquids. 


Parent volunteers 
make Jason Project 
a fun way to learn 
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Flex'cam (a microscope attached to a video monitor) 
and a phase-contrast microscope to observe the dif¬ 
ference between a human hair and a caterpillar hair. 

Mrs. Dawn Slinsky conducted the “Glacial Ice” 
experiments. Students discovered that 90 percent of 
the ice was below the water line. They also used 
marshmallows to see how glacial ice forms over time. 
Mrs. Slinsky also set up a sliding, melting glacier so 
the students could see how moraines are formed. 

Mr. Parzich brought goggles and mystery liquids 
for the experiment called “Measuring pH." The stu¬ 
dents determined whether the various liquids In the 
jars were acidic, basic, or neutral. pH strips were used 
to test the liquids. The students learned that they 
were actually measuring the concentration of hydro¬ 
gen ions in the water. They learned that the letters pH 
mean “the power of hydrogen." Most aquatic organ¬ 
isms have adapted to life In water with specific pH; if 
the pH changes, they may die. Dramatic pH changes 
are often caused by human pollution. 

Mrs. Kierkla conducted the "Air & Water 
Temperature" experiments. The team of student sci¬ 
entists measured air temperature at different inside 
and outdoor sites. They measured warm and cold- 
water temperatures, and recorded their data in their 
Jason Project booklets. This experiment helped the 
students understand how water temperature affects 
the ability of oxygen and salt to stay dissolved in 
water. Cold water tends to have more dissolved oxy¬ 
gen. Mrs. Kierkla also taught the students the differ¬ 
ence between biotic (living) and abiotic (non-living) 
factors. 

Mr. Venne's experiment was called "Density and 
Salinity.” He used a Power Point presentation that he 
developed in order to instruct the children on the use 
of a hydrometer, the relationship between salinity in a 
liquid. The students learned that cold water was 
denser than warm water, and that salty water is 
denser than fresh water. Kelsey said that her favorite 
was “Density and Salinity because my dad did the 
experiment and we got to participate.” 

The Jason Project is an integrated, multimedia pro¬ 
gram that focuses on current research in earth, 
ocean, atmospheric and space sciences. Jason’s cur¬ 
ricular materials encompass a broad range of sub¬ 
jects. including science, math, technology, geogra¬ 
phy, history, culture, and language arts. World- 
renowned scientist Dr. Robert Ballard started this 
wonderful program. He is the man who discovered 
the Titanic. Go to www.iasonDroiect.ora for more 
Information. These hands-on experiences helped the 
students better understand classroom research proj¬ 
ects related to the Jason Project. Students are now 
learning how researchers study and measure differ¬ 
ent systems at different scales and what tools they 
use. 

"The Jason Project experiments are definitely 
interesting! My favorite one was when Mr. Venne 
came in and did an awesome presentation using a 
slide show from Microsoft Power Point. Presentation 
is everything!” said Katy Barnes, a student from 
Granger School. 

Local students 
named to Fitchburg’s 
Dean’s List 

Interim President Michael T. Rivard of Fitchburg 
State College has announced the names of the fol¬ 
lowing area students who have been included on the 
Dean’s List for the fall 2002 semester: 

* Amy Richards of Agawam, an undergraduate 
majoring in business administration. 

* Christine A. Gallant of Feeding Hills, an under¬ 
graduate majoring in criminal justice. 

* Adam Howe of Feeding Hills, an undergraduate 
majoring in biology. 

A student is placed on the Dean’s List for the 
semester if an average grade of 3.20 or better is 
attained, and the student Is attending the college full¬ 
time. 

Fitchburg State College enrolls 6,000 day and 
evening students in 20 academic majors. The college 
was established in 1894. 



MR. WALLES built and demonstrated an "over the air" broadcast system. The students 
"heard" the system reconvert light back into sound waves. 



MRS. MARVEL had the students measure water clarity. 



MRS. REARDON'S experiment involved the students attaching thermometers to balloons and 
then placing them in different locations in order to learn about air convection. 
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Agawam Schools’ 

1 weekly lunch, menu ! 

I Agawam High School I 

! Mon., Mar. 3rd: "Mexican Day" - taco boat! 
I w/shredded cheese on top, salsa on the side, ! 
I steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assorted | 
I chilled fruit, aimond-baked cookie. I 

[ Tues., Mar. 4th: “French Day” - five french toast • 
[ sticks w/syrup for dipping, two one-ounce sausage j 
1 links, baked potato rounds, assorted chilled fruit,! 
I apple turnover. I 

I Wed., Mar. 5th: "Italian Day” - chicken portabel- 1 
j ia w/pasta, warm breadstick, salad w/ltalian dress- 1 
j ing, assorted chilled fruit, rum-flavored cream cake, j 
I Thurs., Mar. 6th: “American Day” - charbroiled J 
I cheeseburger on a roll, baked onion rings, sea- 1 
I soned corn, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked I 
I brownie. I 

I Fri., Mar. 7th: “Chinese Day" {Hu Ke Lau Take-1 
I Out) - six chicken fingers w/duck sauce, pork-fried | 
j rice, Oriental mixed vegetables, pineapple chunks, j 
I fortune cookie. I 

I Junior High School | 

I Mon., Mar. 3rd: Taco boat w/shredded cheese | 
I on top, salsa on the side, steamed white rice, sea- j 
I soned corn, assorted chilled fruit, Otis Spunkmeyer I 
I cookie. I 

I Tues., Mar. 4th: Country fried chicken, warm j 
I dinner roll, mashed potatoes, seasoned corn, i 
I assorted chilled fruit, individual Trix cookie bar. j 
j Wed., Mar. 5th: Jumbo pretzel w/cheese sauce ^ 
j for dipping, buttered noodles w/broccoli cuts, j 
I assorted chilled fruit, vanilla cake w/frosting. j 
I Thurs., Mar. 6th: “Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, | 

I salad w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school- 1 
1 baked cookie. I 

I Fri., Mar. 7th: Popcorn chicken bites w/dipping ■ 

I sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assort- 1 
j ed chilled fruit, dessert of the day. | 

J Agawam Middle School I 

I Mon., Mar. 3rd: Baked macaroni & cheese, j 
I warm breadstick, seasoned green beans, assorted i 
I chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. | 

j Tues., Mar. 4th: Wrapped chicken fajita, salsa ^ 

! on the side, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, [ 

I assorted chilled fruit, individual Rice Krispie treat. ■ 

I Wed., Mar. 5th: Grilled cheese sandwich, side of | 

I buttered noodles, California mixed vegetables, I 
j assorted chilled fruit, vanilla cake w/frosting. ^ 

I Thurs., Mar. 6th: "Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, j 
I salad w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school- 1 
I baked cookie. I 

j Fri., Mar. 7th: Popcorn chicken bites w/dipping * 
j sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assort-! 

I ed chilled fruit, dessert of the day. [ 

I Elementary Schools I 

j Mon., Mar. 3rd: Baked macaroni & cheese, * 
j warm breadstick, seasoned green beans, assorted [ 

I chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. j 

I Tues., Mar. 4th: Burger on a roll w/condiments, I 
j baked french fries, vegetable of the day, assorted I 
j chilled fruit, individual Rice Krispie treat. I 

I Wed., Mar. 5th: Grilled cheese sandwich, side of j 
I buttered noodles, California mixed vegetables, | 

I assorted chilled fruit, vanilla cake w/frosting. | 
j Thurs., Mar. 6th: “Gilardi’s” pepperoni pizza * 

J wedge, salad w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, j 
I school-baked cookie. ! 

I , Fri., Mar. 7th: Popcorn chicken bites w/dipping I 
j sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assort- 1 
I ed chilled fruit, dessert of the day. ^ 

I-- 

Want to surprise your friends, family 
members, or co-workers when 
they turn a “certain age”? Then 
be sure to put a “Birthday Ad" in 
The Agawam Advertiser News... 



“Teacher Feature ” - sponsored by 
Giovanni s Italian pastries... 



Teacher 

Feature 


Diana L. Chase gives live 
lessons in diversified 
health curriculum at AHS 


by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

Diana L. Chase has been teaching health science 
courses at Agawam High School for 17 years. 

For the 17 years prior to teaching at Agawam High, 
Mrs. Chase was a teacher in the Chicopee School 
System. Her manner and appearance are youthful, 
and she serves as a good example for young people, 
just by being herself. 

Mrs. Chase obtained her bachelor of arts In home 
economics education from St. Joseph’s College in 
West Hartford. She later took graduate courses in 
♦ child development at the University of Massachusetts, 
ultimately becoming certified in secondary education 
in family and consumer science. 

"I teach because of my love of the kids. They are 
curious and interested, and the more they demon¬ 
strate these traits, the more it makes me want to learn 
about the latest research. An example is SIDS (sud¬ 
den infant death syndrome). 



DIANA L. CHASE 


Ribbon Week), the students wanted to do something 
to improve awareness about the destruction and dam¬ 
age caused by drugs and alcohol. They made signs 
and display boards in the hallway, near the cafeteria, 
on the various effects of drugs, such as cocaine, mar¬ 
ijuana, ecstacy, and so forth. 

"The students also wanted to increase awareness 
about alcohol poisoning. They made cards about the 
size of business cards to give out and to encourage 
people to take them, the students stapled those little 
red and white mints in clear plastic to the cards. A lot 
of students did take the cards, which is encouraging 
because alcohol poisoning is different from simple 
intoxication,” Mrs. Chase added. 


“Researchers have isolated the gene that causes 
SIDS. Another example would be cystic fibrosis, 
which has a genetic cause,” she noted. 

She teaches a child development course to juniors 
and a nursery school management course to seniors. 
The nursery school management course Is for those 
who want to get into early childhood education, ele¬ 
mentary education, or who want to start their own 
child care centers. 

Issues in health include CPR and general health 
concepts and is available to sophomores and some 
juniors. 

“That course concentrates on alcohol, drug and 
tobacco prevention, fitness, and diet,” Mrs. Chase told 
us. "We focus on physical and developmental mile¬ 
stones and social, emotional, and intellectual devel¬ 
opment of the young child. 

"Kathy Doody. coordinator of the Health Education 
Department for Agawam, Tusy Gastonguay, the chair¬ 
person of the Early Childhood Department at Holyoke 
Community College, and I have been in the process 
of finalizing an articulation agreement between the 
child development program at HCC’s Early Childhood 
Program. If this is finalized, students who meet certain 
criteria will be given credit for designated courses at 
HCC." 

Mrs. Chase stressed, “I want my students to under¬ 
stand the responsibilities of working with children 
within the schools, a child care setting, or event at 
home." 

One day at each year's end, Agawam Poiice 
Officer Terri Moccio visits the child development class 
to augment the unit which covers child abuse. 
Because domestic abuse and child abuse are often 
inter-related, Moccio gives a presentation on person¬ 
al safety, including rape awareness. 

“The students get a chance to think about living 
away from home or being in new situations, such as 
empioyment. They are given suggestions about meth¬ 
ods to preserve their safety, such as parking their car 
under a light and asking someone they trust to walk 
them out after work. We also discuss techniques to 
avoid trouble," Mrs. Chase explained. 

“Our department is part of the Health Education 
Department,’ she continued. “We try to focus on the 
students’ needs at many levels. During the third week 
of October, which is Drug Awareness Week (or Red 


Another goal in Mrs. Chase's classes is to help the 
students to avoid making a commitment to a control¬ 
ling person. Students take care of a “Baby Think It 
Over" doll, which is computerized and cries at ran¬ 
dom. Each student assumes the responsibility of tak¬ 
ing care of a "baby,” taking it wherever the student 
goes. The student cannot leave the baby alone for a 
basketball game or another activity of the student. 
Instead, they must find a babysitter. 

“We do a huge unit in the beginning of the year 
about readiness for becoming parents. We talk about 
finances, stability, finding a good place to live, buying 
insurance, and the importance of having a reliable 
partner.” 

Mrs. Chase wanted to praise Kathleen Doody, 
Health Education coordinator for Agawam, for working 
hard to get CPR training integrated into the curriculum 
for about 300 to 350 sophomores and juniors every 
year. She also credited DARE Officer Karen Langevin 
of the Agawam Police Department for scheduling 
Moccio every year. 

“Also. Officers Langevin and Officer John Field visit 
once a year, in the spring, to discuss some legalities, 
such as how to get a restraining order against a vio¬ 
lent person. They even talk about how to get a 
restraining order on a weekend." 

Diana met her husband, Donald Chase, in algebra 
class at Cathedral High School. They have been mar¬ 
ried many years and raised four "good, active children 
who were all active in sports," according to her. 

Two of the Chase kids graduated from Boston 
College and two from Providence College. The 
Chase's have one grandchild. 

^teacher feature- is sponsored by gio- 

VANNI’S ITALIAN PASTRIES, located at 719 Main Street. 
Agawam Center. Giovanni's has cake.s for all occasions, 
including its famous rum. whipped cream Italian, ricotta, 
chocolate mousse, strawberry’ mou.’ise. etc., as well as an 
endless variety of mouth-watering Italian pastries and 
cookies. H'hats more, they are now making homemade 
Italian bread. To order ahead, call 789-8900. or just stop 
in. Why not enjoy a flavored coffee or cappuccino in the 
Giovanni's Coffee Shop? Each "featured" teacher and 
his/her three guests are welcome to stop in at Giovanni's 
to enjoy a complimentaiy flavored coffee or cappuccino 
with a delicious pastry. Your ho.sts - the Russo Familv ... 
Tony. Bruno, and Teresa. 
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Collision and Windshield 
Claims Welcome 
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Sports 

Brownies bow to Lancers, 59-58... 

AHS boys’ hoop’s 
1st tourney game 
in six years a 
memorial one 


AHS hoopsters honored on ‘‘Senior Night 


by Bill Beilico 

Sports Writer 

It was an emotionally-wrenching end to a phenom¬ 
enal season for the Agawam High boys’ basketball 
team on Tuesday. February 25th, as they fell to host 
Longmeadow in the first round of the Western Mass. 
Division I Tournament, 59-58. The Brownies lost by a 
mere point to a team they had fallen to earlier in the 
season by 18. 

“I told them in the locker room to just leave every¬ 
thing out there on the floor tonight, and anyone can 
see by the way they played that they left their hearts 
and souls out there," said first-year Coach Mike 
Vedovelli. “You can wrack your brain over a lot of dif¬ 
ferent things in a one-point game, but you can’t com¬ 
plain when your team shows that much heart on the 
court.” 

Agawam finished the season at 11-10, a record not 
seen by a Brownie squad in some time. The last boys’ 
hoop team to make the Western Mass. Tournament 
was in 1996-1997. 

“No one thought we could even get five wins this 
season, but we worked our tails off - day in and day 
out - and proved everybody wrong," commented sen¬ 
ior guard Mario Maloni, the team's top gun this year. 

This season was also marked by a new coaching 
staff. Vedovelli proved that Agawam was a team with 
a direction and a much brighter future. 

“Coach Vedovelli came in and he made us believe 
from day one that we would make the tournament, 
and here we are,” said junior center Justin Perry. ‘Tm 
just so proud of our team and how hard we worked," 
he added. 


AGAWAM HIGH GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL CAPTAINS VICKY TAYLOR AND 
KRISTEN STROLE were honored on “Senior Night” (Tuesday, February 18th) by the 
Parents’ Basketball Booster Club before the final home game of their careers as members of 
the orange-and-brown. Taylor is a four-year member of the varsity who received All-Scholastic 
honors as a junior. Strole is a three-year member of the varsity. Both girls are heading into 
Friday night’s quarterfinal round Division I Tournament game vs. Central (7:00 p.m. at 
Central High) playing some of their best basketball of the season. At left, Vicky Taylor is pic¬ 
tured with her mother, Joanne Taylor, and Kristen Strole (right) is pictured with her mother, 
Suzanne Strole, during the pre-game ceremony on “Senior Night.” 


SEE BOYS’ HOOP - Page 35 

Boys’team ends 2nd overall in region... 

Agawam skiers rock at Western Mass. Individuals 


At last week’s Western Mass. Ski Championships, 
Agawam High placed two competitors in the top 15 
and four in the top 30 to continue the school’s best- 
ever showing in interscholastic alpine racing. 

Coach Glenn Olson looked on as junior Paul 
Surowiec finished 10th overall and sophomore Jeff 
Lagasse placed 11th In a large field by Berkshire East. 
Sophomore Ryan Walsh was next for AHS in 25th, 
and sophomore Scott Gates (in just his first year of 
competition) ended in 30th. 

“Scott Gates had a great day for us,” boasted 
Olson, adding, “The results for such a young squad 
were huge (there are no seniors on this team). The 
athletes work very hard and are training many hours 
during the week and weekends. This is by far the 
strongest team In the history of Agawam alpine rac¬ 
ing." 

And what will next year bring, when Olson returns 
his entire team intact? Obviously, more of the same 
team-wise while the bar Is raised individually. 

At presstime, four Brownies have qualified for the 
State Alpine Championships (Wednesday, February 
26th), again at Berkshire East in Charlemont - Jeff 
Lagasse, Paul Surowiec, sophomore Chris Graveline, 
and Ryan Walsh. 

At the WMass. Championships, the morning event 
is the slalom, followed by the giant slalom in the after¬ 
noon. Surowiec began the day 17th overall after the 
slalom, but quickly recovered for a great fifth-place 
run in the giant slalom to end at 10th overall. 


Lagasse raced 12th in the slalom and 18th in the 
giant slalom; Walsh was 26th in the slalom and 36th 
in the giant slalom; and Gates was 33rd in the slalom 
and 48th in the giant slalom race. 

Graveline was 19th in the giant slalom, and junior 
James Messier was 30th. “Both Chris and James 


found some difficulty in the early morning slalom, but 
recovered strong in the afternoon’s giant slalom for 
very good runs," said Olson. 

Other Brownie racers for the day included junior 
Jesse Clauson, junior Steve Hopkins, freshman Joe 

SEE SKIING - Page 34 


The 

Agawam Permanent 
Firefighters Association 

will be sponsoring a 

“Celebrity Hockey Game” 
featuring the 

Boston Black & Gold Legends 
(Former Boston Bruins) 

VS. 

Agawam Firefighter ALL-STARS 
on Friday, May 2nd - 7:00PM 
at the Amelia Park Ice Skating Arena. 

The proceeds will support 
the betterment of the organization 
as well as other organizations 
we work with in the community. 

he Agawam Permanent Firefighters Association 

members would like to thank 
all those who participate. 

Karl Schmaelzle 
President 

Agawam Permanent Firefighters Association 
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PAUL SUROWIEC is pictured at Berkshire East during the Western Massachusetts Individual 
Championships. Surowiec placed fifth overall in the giant slalom. 



JEFF LAGASSE sets an edge at the top of a turn during Western Mass. Individual action. He 
placed 11th overall. At the recent Ben Moore Memorial Ski Challenge, Lagasse won the overall 
by edging out Paul Surowiec by points for the J1 and J2 results. 
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SKIING - from Page 33 

Reutt, and sophomores Eric and Andy Jensen. 

it ir * 

Agawam's second-place finistrin the A Division 
behind Mohawk Regional parlayed into a second- 
place, regular-season finish in Western Mass, out of 
23 total teams. 

For the season. Jeff Lagasse led the way in 12th 
overall and ninth in the A Division. 

Right behind was Paul Surowiec in 14th overall 
and eighth in the division. 

Next was Chris Graveline in 23rd overall and 17th 
in the division, and Ryan Walsh placed 23rd overall. 

Ben Moore 
Memorial Ski 
Challenge raises 
scholarship money 

On February 8th, the Eighth Annual Ben Moore 
Memorial Ski Challenge was held at the Blandford Ski 
Area in honor of Officer Ben Moore. Moore sen/ed on 
the police force in Agawam for over 20 years before 
succumbing to cancer. 

Due to his passion for the sport of skiing, each year 
volunteers organize an alpine ski race in Moore’s 
memory to give the local teams additional race expe¬ 
rience. The money raised during this events is placed 
in scholarships (worth $350 each) in Moore’s name 
for two High School seniors who plan on continuing 
their education. 

This year, the race was sponsored by the Agawam 
Police Association, Competitive Edge Ski outlet in 
Holyoke, SWANY ski gloves, and the Summer Skate 
to Ski Race Camp at Springfield College. 

The most important piece of the puzzle were the 
many volunteers: Judy Blackwell, Debbie Brignoli, 
Tony Brignoli, Wil Clark, Debbie Clauson, Steve and 
Kathy Cloud, Rick and Kathy DeVall, Sergeant Jim 
Donovan, Brandon Donovan, Ralph Figy, Jim and 
Diane Graveline, Paul Lagasse, Bev Lawson, Real 
and Debbie Messier, Dan Messier, Colleen and Gary 
Mutti, Murry Pearson, Al Roman, and Blandford Ski 
Area personnel. 

According to Glenn Olson, the coach of the 
Agawam High School boys' ski team, all of the afore¬ 
mentioned volunteers played a huge part in the suc¬ 
cess of this year’s event. “Thank you all for your help,” 
stated Olson. 

Pilates classes at 
at Fitness First 

Fitness First in Feeding Hills is bringing back 
Pilates this month, beginning Wednesday, March 5th 
and running through April 9th. 

Certified Pilates instructor Shelly Pirroni will be 
teaching the morning six-week progressive class, and 
Grace McCarthy will be teaching the evening session. 
Participants may sign up for either the morning ses¬ 
sion (9:30 to 10:25 a.m.) or the evening session (5:30 
to 6:25 p.m.). 

This contemporary yet 
effective mind/body ap¬ 
proach to fitness comple¬ 
ments any fitness pro¬ 
gram. This class is pro¬ 
gressive, and participants 
are encouraged to com¬ 
mit to the full six weeks. 

Participants may sign 
up by calling Fitness First 
at (413) 786-1460, or by 
stopping by the club at 60 
North Westfield Street. 

The fee for Fitness 
First members is $30, and 
the non-member fee is 
$55. 


For photo coverage in The AAN, 
call 786-7747 or 786-8137; however, 
please give us at least 72 hours’ 
notice prior to your event... 


A-C-E 
Auto Body 

“fVe Meet By Accident^" 
Specializing In Complete Auto Body 
Repairs On All Foreign & Domestic Cars 

* Quality' Work 

* All Work Guaranteed 

* Licensed Appraisers 

* Aidto Glass Replacement 
* Color Matching Specialists 
* Expert Painting 

* Uni~Body cfe Frame Straightening 

1363 Main Street, Agawam 

786-4289 



(413) 747-5555 or 
(413) 569-1920 

Adults $8.50 
Student/Youth $6.50 
Under 4 Free!!! 


MASSACHUSETTS 
TWISTERS 

at the Coliseum 
Fri., Feb. 28th 
Twisters Vs. 
Canada All-Stars 

Doors Open at 7PM ~ Pro Indoor Soccer 

at the Eastern States Fair Ground! 11 

WWW.MASSTWISTERS.COM 
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BOYS’ HOOP - from Page 33 

And Vedovelli and his players surely have a right to 
be proud of what they accomplished. In this match-up 
against Longmeadow, they demonstrated a lunch-pail 
will to succeed that has been one of their trademarks 
in 2002-2003. 

At the outset of the game, Agawam was quick with 
its play to disprove any naysayers after Maloni put up 
a trey, creating an 8-4 lead two minutes deep in the 
first half. Three minutes later. Maloni would hit anoth¬ 
er shot to put Agawam up, 15-10. 

But after a few missed opportunities, Longmeadow 
was able to knot it up at 15. And that’s when the real 
battle began for the Brownies. 

Over the next few minutes, the lead would remain 
Agawam’s, with Longmeadow staying within a basket 
until about two minutes left (when they tied it at 25). 
Longmeadow would go on to make the final basket of 
the half, putting them up, 30-28. 

At the beginning of the second half, both teams 
seemed a little less energized, and the fatigue factor 
for the starters of both squads was apparent. But it 
didn’t take long for things to heat up again. 

With 11 minutes to go in the game, Longmeadow 
seemed to be taking control, as it increased its lead to 
38-30. But as the Brownies have shown all season, 
they are not a team to go down easily. 

After Longmeadow hit a deuce (putting them up 40- 
32), Maloni - who had a game-high 18 points - 
answered right away with a three to put the Agawam 
fans into an uproar. Then junior forward Tom Gorman 
grabbed a basket, putting the score at 40-37. 

Longmeadow went on a 6-0 run with just under 
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6:30 to play. Down by nine, Agawam answered with its 
own run, courtesy of buckets by sophomore point 
guard Tim Culhane, Perry, junior captain Casey 
Federico, and capped off by another Maloni three, 
putting the score at 46-48 and again sending the 
Brownies' fans into a frenzy. 

With just over a minute left, Agawam trailed, 57-52, 
until Maloni again hit a three at the minute mark. 
Culhane just barely missed a three, and Longmeadow 
drew a foul with only 24 seconds left. Agawam again 
just missed an attempt to tie the game, and 
Longmeadow went to the foul line with three seconds 
left. Longmeadow missed its first free throw, thus 
drawing excitement from the Agawam fans. But they 
were successful in the second attempt, putting them 
up by four. 

Federico’s trey at the buzzer would not be enough, 
as Agawam went down with a final of 59-58. 

Maloni led the team for the night with 18 points. 
Perry also had an impressive game with 14 points and 
10 rebounds. Culhane added 10 points for his team, 
and Federico finished with eight. 

And although this season has come to an end, the 
Brownies have high hopes for next season. 

"My seniors - David Bienia, Peter Clark, Mario 
Maloni, and Andrew Wynne - really helped pave the 
way this season, and now it’s up to the younger guys 
to reap the benefits,” said Coach Vedovelli. "We 
turned a corner this year, and next year we’re going to 
make even more noise. Now they know who the 
Agawam boys' basketball team really is.” 

Clark, a forward with tons of experience, has been 
sidelined with a bad ankle for about a month, and has 
been missed. 
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Brownie boys 10th 
at WMass. swim 
meet for best team 
finish in 20 years 

Agawam High School swimmers enjoyed their best 
day in 20 years at the Annual Western Mass. 
Swimming Championships with a lOth-place overall 
finish in the team standings: a fourth-place finish by 
the school record-holding 4 x 200-meter relay team; 
and a sixth by senior diver Mike Lalli. 

“When all was said and done, we finished right in 
the middle of the pack at Western Mass., and that’s 
the best finish since our 1983 team that won its divi¬ 
sion,” said Coach Dave Smith, who has seen more 
than his share of WMass. Championships in his 31 
years as chief traffic director for AHS swimming. 

The Brownies entered the sectional champi¬ 
onships as the undefeated B Division champs (10-0; 
10-2 overall), the school’s first title since Smith’s crew 
won it back in 1983. Agawam amassed 65 team 
points last Saturday at Springfield College before a 
turnaway crowd. Longmeadow, always a regional 
swimming power, took the team titles in both the boys’ 
and girls’ competition. 

“We were a little disappointed that Palmer (second 
place in the B Division and a team the Brownies 
defeated during the regular season) beat us out in the 
team standings (ninth, 66 points), even if it was by just 
a single point,” Smith offered. "Still, this team accom¬ 
plished a lot this season, and there’s still a ways to 
go,” he added in reference to this Saturday’s State 
Swimming & Diving Championships at Harvard 
University in Boston. 

SEE SWIMMING - Page 37 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills 
(above Remillard Insurance), please note that our main entrance is in 
the back. Please park on the side of the building and use the back 
entrance. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... AANU! 
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WINE 


WINE 


Bertelli’s Liquors 


726 Main Street * West Springfield * 732-3267 

St. Pat’s Specials eiack stone Wer 


FULL LOTTERY SERVICE 


LIQUOR 1.75 ml. 


Absolut.$26.99 

Smirnoff .$17.99 

Popov .$11.99 

Kettle One.$29.99 

Johnnie Walker Black.$53.99 

Chivas Regal.$52.99 

Hennessey .$52.99 

Johnnie Walker Red.$30.99 

J&B.$30.99 

Seagram’s Gin.$13.99 

Tanqueray.$25.99 

Wild Turkey {ioi).$28.99 

Grey Goose.$39.99 

Jameson .$31.99 

Bacardi .$17.99 

Dewars .$29.99 

Captain Morgan.$19.99 

V_0.$19.99 

Ballantine .$19.99 

Jack Daniels.$29.99 

Malibu .$21.99 

Jim Beam .$17.99 


30 PACKS 


Carlo Rossi 4u.$6.99 

Bud & Bud Light +dep.$18.49 Riunite 3 u.$9-99 

.. ttAo AO. Riunite i.sLt.$5.99 

Coors & Light .dep.$18.49 jackson Chard . . . .$9.99 

Miller Light +dep..$18.49 cK Mondavi i.su.$11.99 

Miller High Life ...p.$12.99 . 

Vendange White Zin 750 mi. . .3/$7.99 
Busch & Busch Light ^dep. . .$13.49 ^jst 750 .3/$8.99 

Ice House +dep.$13.49 Arbor Mist 1.5 Lt.$5.99 


IMPORTS 24 BOTTLES 


Heineken -t-dep. . . . .$18.99 

Corona ^dep. . . . .$19.79 

Labatts +dGp. .$16.79 

Becks +dep.$18.79 

Amstel Light +dep.$19.99 

Sam Adams ( 2 - 12 pk8) + dep. ...$19.99 
* Try New Sam Adams Light ■ 
Guiness ^dep.$23.79 


Black Stone Merlot 750 mt. . 

.. .$8.99 

Cavit 750 ml. 


Pino, Merlot. 

. . .$6.99 

Francis Coppola 750 ml. 


Merlot, Zin, Chard. 

. .$13.99 

Bogle 750 mi. 


Merlot or Chard. 

. . .$8.49 

Cab or Zin. 

.. .$9.99 

1 750 ML 

Montell Cognac. 

. .$23.99 

Glen Levit. 

. .$26.99 

Bushmills Liters . 

. .$22.99 

Absolut. 

. .$15.99 

Baileys. 

. .$15.99 


BAG-IN'BOX 


Franzia low Tier . $7.99 

White Zin & 

White Granache .$9.99 

Merlot, Chard, Cab .$10.99 

Almaden Lowlier.$7.99 

White Zin, Chard, Cab, 

Merlot .$10.99 


Fetzer 1.5ml All Types. $12.99 

Fetzer Chard, Merl, Cab 750 mi $6.99 

Fetzer White Zin .$4.99 

Bolla 1.5 Lt All Types . $9.99 

Bolla 750mll All Types. $5.99 

Beringer White Zin 1.5 Lt .. ..$8.99 
Beringer White Zin 7so mi ... $3.99 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


AUSTRALIAN WINES 


Greg Norman 

Cab/Merlot. $12.99 

Shiraz. $12.99 

Chard. $10.99 

Yellow Tail 

All Types-1.5 Lt. $8.99 

All Types • 750 ml. . 2/$9.99 

Banrock 

All Types-1.5 Lt. $8.99 

Jacob’s Creek 

Chardonnay . $6.99 

Shiraz & Cabernet . . . . .$6.99 

Merlot . $7.99 

Shiraz. $7.99 

Cab. $7.99 

Rose Mount 

Shiraz . $9.99 

Cab & Morlo ..... . $6.99 

Mountain Blue 

Chard & Shiraz. $39.99 

Black Opal 

AH Types 750ml. $6.99 


ITALIAN WINES 


Ruffino Chianti 7somi .$7.99 

Ruffino Chianti 1.5 itr .$10.99 

Ruffino Riserva Ducale 7somi . .$19.99 
Rocca Guicciarda Chianti 75omi$15.99 
Borgo, Pretale, Chianti, Classic . .$11.99 


PINO GRIGIO 


Santa MSrgherita.$17.99 

Vigneti Banear .$9.99 

Cavitl.SLtr. .$9.99 


Check out our prices * Most inexpensive prices in the area!!! 
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Profile... sponsored by Bruno s Pizza 
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Agawam’s Adam Blackak’s great, late run 
comes as no surprise to Coach Kirk Parker 


According to Agawam High senior Adam Blackak, 
he once heard someone say that “100 percent of 
wrestling is a mind game." Over the past few weeks, 
the All-Scholastic Brownie captain has played that 
mind game all too well, indeed. 

Adam has astounded himself lately with second- 
place finishes at both the Western Mass. Division I 
Wrestling Championships, and then at last Saturday’s 
Division I State Championships. At WMass., he was 
seeded third for the 140-pounders, and lost what was 
described by many onlookers as the "match of the 
tournament” in overtime (10-8) to Ludlow’s Corey 
Mange (WMass. and State champ). 

Ranked sixth at the State Championships, Adam 
called on his mat experience and technical prowess to 
reach the state finals - this time a 15-5 loss to that 
same nemesis, Corey Mange. 

At this Saturday’s All-States in Salem, Adam can’t 
believe he’s seeded fifth, which would continue his roll 
to the New England Championships the following 
week if he maintains his seed or better (the top six in 
each weight class move on to New England’s). 

Adam enjoyed a solid regular season for the 
Brownies, which placed second at the WMass. 
Championships for the third straight year to Ludlow, 
and then sixth in the team standings last Saturday at 
the state’s Division I (Ludlow took its first state title). 

Adam’s runner-up status at both events registered 
important team points while elevating him to the next 
level on an individual basis. He couldn't believe his 
good fortune. 

What gives? AHS wrestling Coach Kirk Parker 
offered this view, while Adam gave his own version. 

"There’s no doubt Adam is on a hot streak,” 
remarked Parker. "I knew he had it in him all along. He 
has great mat savvy out there, and has so much expe¬ 
rience to draw upon. Although I know Adam is sur¬ 
prised about how well he's doing, he has plenty of skill 
and is very, very competitive: he should never under¬ 
estimate himself." 

Adam sees it this way: “I have been able to just 
wrestle over the last few weeks and not think too 
much. I am not too fast and not too strong, but I do 
have very good technical skill and experience. 

“But finishing second at State’s, getting a great 
seed at the All-States, and being in a position to reach 
New Englands were things I couldn’t even think about 
a few weeks ago," added the 5’10” Brownie with the 
Slim Jim build. 

On the personal side, Adam is 17, with his 18th 
birthday coming this July 24th. This semester at the 
High School, his courses include physics (honors), 
algebra II, business math, culinary arts II, student 
store, and gym. 

As a junior, he especially enjoyed an English class 
taught by faculty member Kathy Mouneimneh. “She is 
really great," he says. 

His color is green. He literally salivates when dis¬ 
cussing food (more on this later). “I love cheese pizza, 
and my favorite place to eat is at Alexander’s (in 
Feeding Hills; the ziti and meatballs).” 

On the tube, he enjoys watching "Saved By The 
Bell.’’ His top big-screen flick is a Oscar-winning clas¬ 
sic from 1979 - “The Deer Hunter.” His favorite athlete 
is a bruiser - Tampa Bay running back Mike Aistad. He 
follows the trials and tribulations of the Chicago 
Bears. 

His dream wheels would be a 2003 Audi TT (jet 
black). "I really like my mom’s Audi, so I’d like one for 



ADAM BLACKAK 


myself.’’ For tunes, he rocks with The Cars. His duds 
are name-brand from American Eagle and 
Abercrombie & Fitch at the Holyoke Mall. In fact, the 
Mall is one of his places to go, but he does enjoy 
hanging at home. 

Holyoke Community College is probably the school 
Adam will attend next fall (with an eye on pre-law). 
After two years at community college, he plans on 
attending either Western New England College or 
Westfield State. 

As a freshman and sophomore, Adam dabbled with 
the school’s lacrosse program. He’s stamped himself 
into the school’s long and storied wrestling annals as 
a four-year varsity wrestler. He began as a 125- 
pounder as a freshman, then advanced to 135- 
pounds as a sophomore (3rd in WMass.) before set¬ 
tling into his present 140-pound class as a junior (2nd 
in WMass., named 2nd Team All-Scholastic). 

Adam tried moving up to 145-pounds for a few 
matches earlier this season, but he failed to live up to 
his own performance expectations. So, he returned to 
the 140-pound class. 

His natural weight during the off-season is 160- 
pounds. Yikes! (Hey, Adam ... that’s 20 pounds!) 

“When we began wrestling as a team on December 
2nd, I came into the training at 160-pounds, and both 
Coach Parker and I knew I had a lot of work to do. I 
was in good physical shape because I do lift in the off¬ 
season, but I wasn’t in wrestling shape. I had to go 
back to my wrestling diet - a lot of starches, breads, 
and protein shakes to get the weight off and keep it 
off." 

Of course, the grueling practice regimen of Brownie 
wrestling - combined with facing-off against All- 
Scholasic teammate Paul Pilegi (152-pounds) on a 
regular basis in practice - heightened Adam’s stamina 

********** 


and competitive edge. 

His personal record for 2002-2003 stands at 25-9. 
He knows there’s more work to do. “I need to go into 
the All-States with the same feeling - ‘I have nothing 
to lose.’ If I can stay loose and continue to wrestle the 
same way, I think I have a chance to make New 
England’s." 

Parker agrees: “Adam has it in him to move on to 
New England’s. It wouldn’t surprise me in the least.” 

Adam laughs about his off-season habits. “! can’t 
eat and sleep wrestling for 12 months like some guys 
do. 1 would get burnt-out. I need a break. When this 
season ends, whether it be at the State’s or at New 
England’s, I will take a week or two off and just enjoy 
eating again and being lazy. Then 1 will return to the 
weight room and try to stay in good physical shape.” 

Adam has qualified for the Senior Nationals in April, 
and is thinking about a few other competitions down 
the road. For now, he’s enjoying the fruits of his labors 
and that of his teammates, and for Agawam’s third 
straight second-place finish at WMass. and sixth 
place in the state. 

"As a team over my four years here, we have fin¬ 
ished in Western Mass, fourth once (freshman year) 
and second three times, all to Ludlow. As a team, we 
obviously knew that Ludlow was the team to beat. 
Agawam has a great wrestling tradition, and I think we 
have given 100 percent all the time. It runs in cycles. 
We have a great team coming back next year. 
Agawam will be back on top in Western Mass, again.” 

Adam's proudest moment as a Brown/e occured 
when he defeated Longmeadow’s Mike Foss at 
WMass. and again at the State Division I 
Championships. “He beat me 3-1 in the regular sea¬ 
son meet, and he was seeded ahead of me at 
Western Mass. I overcame a little fear that I had and 
the mind game that was going on. I was so happy 
when I saw the looks of pride on the faces of my fam¬ 
ily after those two matches. It was unbelievable." 

His father is Brian, a 1975 AHS grad. His mother Is 
Heidi (attended Ludlow High). He has an older broth¬ 
er, Brian, a four-year member of AHS wrestling who 
graduated in 1998. 

He especially admires his father and older brother, 
as well as the Grealis brothers: Ryan, a WMass. 
wrestling champ from the 1998 Brownies, and Kevin, 
a 2000 AHS grad and member of the wrestling team. 
“They push and encourage me, and support me all the 
time,” Adam said. 

When he graduates in June, Adam says he hopes 
folks will remember him as a “good kid whom every¬ 
one liked. If that’s the way my road here ends, that will 
be just great with me.” 

ANS SENIOR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK IS 
SPONSORED BY BRUNOS PIZZERIA, at 807 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. Before the 
game, after the game, in-between games, 
Bruno's is famous for its pizza, grinders, and 
calzones. Chicken wings, onion rings, and 
french fries are other favorites. Eat-in or take¬ 
out. Bruno's delivers seven days a week. Call 
786-8717. Eddie Santaniello and his staff will 
make you feel right at home. Each "Athlete of 
the Week" will receive a large pizza and a 2- 
litre Coke compliments of Eddie Santaniello 
and the friendly folks at Bruno's Pizzeria. 


Want to surprise your friends, family members, or co-workers when they turn a “certain 
age”? Then be sure to put a “Birthday Ad” in The Agawam Advertiser News.... 
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SWIMMING - from Page 35 

Lalli, one of the team's senior captains, launched 
the Brownies into last Saturday's competition with a 
splendid tally of 219.05 points in the diving competi¬ 
tion held on Friday evening (sixth place, nearly fin¬ 
ished fifth). 

It was Lalli’s first foray at the WMass. 
Championships in diving, and his point total was a 
persona! best. 

“Mike kept at it and continued to improve as the 
season progressed, and he always gave us valuable 
team points In the diving. He was someone we could 
count on, and we were all very proud of the way he 
responded to the challenge last Friday night," Smith 
said. 

The Brownies entered the WMass. Championships 
with two seeded relay teams. The 4 x 200-meter free 
relay took fourth in 1:36.83 to establish another school 
record. According to Smith, senior captain Paul 
Lagasse and freshman Kyle Sullivan are sure bets to 
fill two of the four relay spots for this Saturday’s State 
Championships at Harvard University. 

"The state seedings are coming out later on this 
week, and then I will determine who else will swim the 
free relay," Smith noted at presstime. 

The 4 X 200-meter medley relay team - still in the 
hunt to break a 15 year-old school record - finished 
sixth in 151.67. (This record - 151.30 - was estab¬ 
lished in 1988 by Shea Charles, Chris Paltz, Mike 
Wojclk, and Brian Shameklis, and Smith says he 
remembers this quartet like it was just yesterday). The 
current version of the 4 x 200-meter medley relay 


SHAA, In association with the Cal Ripken and Babe 
Ruth Baseball/Softball Leagues, will be holding final 
sign-ups for the spring on Saturday, March 1st. and 
Sunday, March 2nd, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., and on 
Thursday, March 6th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Center at Sacred Heart Church, 1103 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. (At the last sign-ups 
on March 6th, a $10 late fee will be assessed.) 

There will also be a special girls’ suburban sign-up 
for the May 16th-18th Fast Pitch Tournament (open to 
U-12 and U-14) to be held at SHAA. The sign-up date 
for this tournament will be Tuesday, March 11th. from 
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team at the 2003 State Championships will feature 
Lalli as the backstroker, and freshman Matt 
Styckiewicz as the breaststroker. Meanwhile, Sullivan 
will swim the fly, and Lagasse will swim the freestyle 
portion. 

“One of our biggest goals for State’s is to break the 
medley relay record. It’s been around for a long time, 
and the kids know they can perhaps establish a new 
record that may survive for a very long time, as well," 
Smith said. 

Agawam’s 4 x 400-meter free relay team placed 
11th at 3:52.65. 

For the individuals, Smith is sending Lagasse to 
the State’s after finishing seventh in the 50-meter free 
at WMass. (23.59 seconds) and ninth in the 100- 
meter free (53.02 seconds). 

Styckiewicz, just a freshman, placed 12th at 
WMass. in the 200-meter individual medley in a time 
of 2:19.44, and he will compete in the State's as well. 
“I said in the beginning of the season that Matt was 
going to be one of the program’s backbones before 
he’s done, and he’s already proved he will be a real 
force for Agawam swimming over the next three 
years," Smith told us. 

The remaining Brownies and their respective 
events at WMass. are as follows: senior captain Dan 
Adamski, 200-meter free, 2:10.12, 21st; freshman 
Connor Dooley, 200 free (no time available); senior 
captain Maciej Biskup, 50 free, 25.42 seconds, 24th: 
Kyle Sullivan, 100 backstroke, 1:04.26, 14th: Mike 
Lalli, 100 backstroke, 1:10.77, 25th; Matt Styckiewicz, 
100 breaststroke, 1:11.81, 14th; and Kyle Sullivan, 
100 fly. 1:05.24, 15th. 


5:00 to 7:00 p.m at the Parish Center. 

* Midget League - Coed: Ages - 4 and 5 year-olds. 
Cost - $35. 

* Instructional: Boys ages 5-6, and girls grades 
one and two. Cost - $55 (family rates available). 

* DPL: Boys ages 7-8, and girls grades three and 
four. Cost - $55 (family rates available). 

* Little League Division: Boys ages 9-10, and 
girls grades five and six. Boys ages 11-13, and girls 
grades seven through 12. Cost - $55 (family rates 
available). 
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Though disappointed, 
AHS hockey already 
thinking about 
2003-2004 season 

by Bill Bellico 

Sports Writer 

The Agawam High boys’ hockey season has come 
to an end for the year. The Brownies finished out the 
season at 3-13-4 (with 10 points). And although this 
season did not live up to pre-season expectations, the 
Brownies remain a team which is proud of the way it 
played and looking forward to the future. 

“Of course, it didn’t go the way we wanted it to. But 
I am very proud of the kids. They never gave up all 
season,’’ commented Coach John Cirelli. 

This season did feature some outstanding play 
from its members. Leading the team in goals was jun¬ 
ior Jeff Trauschke with 10. Right behind him were 
sophomore Kyle Gendron (last’s year “rookie of the 
year”) with nine goals, and All-Scholastic senior cap¬ 
tain John Tisdell and sophomore Zach Lapponese 
with eight apiece. 

In the assists department, Tisdell again found him¬ 
self among the team leaders with 12; he also led the 
team in points with 20. Another captain, senior 
defenseman Ben Crum, had eight assists, and fresh¬ 
man Ryan McGuire had 11 for the year. 

Senior goalie Ryan Zaczynski finished off well in 
his final season with a 4.08 GGA. 

Adding to the Brownies’ confidence for next year is 
the large number of returning players - 16 in all. 
Among them are many playmakers, like Lapponese 
and fellow sophomore Adam Corbin. 

"Corbin should be very good for next year. He’s got 
range and he’s a really good, coachable kid,’’ said 
Cirelli. ’And Lapponese was a great addition to the 
team, and has proven to be an extremely smart play¬ 
er. He is betting better all the time," added the coach. 

However, Agawam is also losing five seniors, 
something that is especially sentimental for Cirelli this 
year. 

“Those players were from my very first freshman 
class as a head coach,” said Cirelli. "It has truly been 
a pleasure and an honor to coach them for four years. 
The dedication they brought to this team, over and 
above themselves, was unbelievable," he continued. 


******* 

If you have dropped off any photos to our office for Boy Scout activities, 
sporting events, etc., please pick them up after they appear in The AAN... 


Sign-ups slated for SHAA’s 2003 season 



man 

us Ulorcester 7:35 pm 

Marty McSorley Bobblehead Night 
FREE to the first 3000 kids ages 14 & under! 
sponsored by P^er Pan Bus Lines 


falconsahl.com 

41 3-787-6600 


SPRINCFIEID 

FAICONS 

HOCKEY 


haue 

fun? 


feb 28 

US Hartford 


7:35 pm 


Lifesavers Family Niaht 
Save $3 off adult ticket with 
3 UPC from Kool-Aid Blast products 
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At Framingham State College... 

Jill Gendron completes another 
outstanding year in women’s soccer 



JILL GENDRON 


Agawam Parks & Rec. 


From Spfld. Falcons... 

Marty McSorley 
“Bobblehead 
Doll Night” slated 
for March 1st 


Jill Gendron, a sophomore at Framingham State 
College and a former Agawam High three-sport play¬ 
er. has completed another outstanding year for the 
FSC women’s soccer team. 

Jill was once again chosen as a Second Team All- 
Massachusetts State College Athletic Conference 
member. She was selected to the team in her fresh¬ 
man year, too. 

She helped the Rams to a first-place finish in the 
conference. The team had a perfect 6-0 record (11-5 
overall). 

In the semifinals of the MASCAC tournament, Jill 
netted the winner with 11 seconds left in the second 
overtime period to lift the Rams to a 3-2 win over 
Westfield State. In the finals, Framingham lost to 
Bridgewater State. 

The Rams did qualify for the ECAC tournament. In 
the first round, Framingham beat MIT, 3-2 (2 OT). Jill 
scored 4:36 into the second overtime period to get the 
win. The team made it to the semifinals before falling 
to Gordon College. 

Jill is currently in her second year playing for the 
FSC women’s basketball team. 

AtAHS, Jill was a perennial First Team All-Western 
Mass, softball player, and was named one of the 
region's top players in 2001. She also excelled at soc¬ 
cer and basketball. 

She is the daughter of Ron & Sharon Gendron of 
Feeding Hills. 

Activity schedule from 

* Women’s Volleyball; Monday - March 3rd, 10th, 
17th, 24th. and 31st. 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Agawam Junior High School. 

* Men’s / Co-Ed Volleyball: Tuesday - March 4th 
and 11th. 

8:00 to 10:00 p.m. Agawam High School. 

* Drop-In Basketball: Monday - March 3rd and 


loth; Wednesday - March 5th. 

8;00 to 10:00 p.m. Agawam High School. 

* Public Swim: Friday - February 28th, March 7th, 
14th, 21st, and 28th. 

6:30 to 8:00 p.m.^gawam Junior High School 
(Please call 821-0513 to confirm open swim avail¬ 
ability.) 


The Springfield Falcons have announced that their 
first-ever Marty McSorley “Bobblehead Doll Night” 
has been scheduled for Saturday, March 1st. 

On this evening, the Falcons will be hosting the 
Worcester IceCats at the Springfield Civic Center. 

The night will be sponsored by Peter Pan Bus 
Lines. 

The first 3,000 kids (14 years of age and under) 
who attend the Springfield Falcons game on March 
1st will receive a Bobblehead Doll of Marty McSorley, 
the Falcons’ head coach. 

The Falcons will also reward groups of 20 or more 
who purchased group tickets at a $9 ticket rate with 
one Marty McSorley Bobblehead Doll per 20 tickets. 

(The deadline to purchase group tickets will be 
Friday, February 28th, and orders have to be in by 
3:00 p.m.) 

“We are very excited about this premium giveaway 
because It is the first time we have scheduled a 
Bobblehead Doll giveaway in the nine-year history of 
the franchise,” stated Falcons Director of Marketing 
Carole Appleton. 

Appleton continued, “We have seen the success 
that other cities have experienced with this unique 
promotion, and we want to reward our fans and have 
them experience the same excitement that 
‘Bobblehead Doll Nights’ generate.” 

To purchase individual tickets, call the Springfield 
Civic Center Box Office at (413) 787-6600 or 1-800- 
639-8602. 

To purchase group tickets of 20 or more, call the 
Falcons’ Front Office at (413) 739-3344. 

★ ★ ★ 

tfyou msh to put a “Letter To The Editor" 



245 Springfield St. * Agawam * 413-786-0430 

WINTER SUPER SAVER SPECIALS!! 


NEW SATURDAY HOURS: 8 AM - 4 PM 


LUBE OIL CHANGE 

Service Includes 

up to 5 Qts Of Moforcraft Oil, New Molorcraft 
Oil Filter, Check Fluids 
And Tire Pressure 

$ 19.95 

Plus lax S onvironmantal fee. Must present coupon 
at time of service. EXPIRES 2-28-03 
No Appointment Necessary 
Coupons not valid with any other offers. 


WINTER SERVICE 
SPECIAL 

Oil & Filter Change Up To 5 Quarts 
Tire Rotation, Brake Inspection 
Check All Bells & Hoses, Inspect Air & Cabin 
Filters. Top Off All Fluids 

$ 34.95 

Plus tax & environmental fee Must present coupon at 
time of service. EXPIRES 2-26-03 
No Appointment Necessary 
Coupons not valid with any other offers 


WE SERVICE ALL FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY CARS AND 
TRUCKS UP TO F750 

Large Selection of New & Used Cars & Trucks 
WWW. sa ratfo rd.com 


A 


Ford Focus 





ihhhhhhb 
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RENTAL 



$29.95/QAY 

$189/196611 


NOW IN 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS! 

245 Sprinfield St., Agawam (at sarat ford) 

413 - 786-5882 

385 Memorial Drive, Chicopee 

(across from Admiral DW’s) 

413 - 594-7400 

vvww.rentallstar.com 



Best local news 
with us, each and 
every week... 


in The AAN, the letter must have your 
signature, street address, and phone 
number. However, we will not publish 
your street address or phone number... 


Play Falcons Trivia 
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Trivia Winner Week 25 is Shelley Moreau 


Weekly Trivia Contest Winners 
receive 10-ticket Falcon Rexpack 

Grand Prize - Trip for two to see Tampa 
Bay Lightning play Philadelphia Ryers. 

This week’s Question: 


WhatAHL Team Did The Falcons Defeat 
For Their First Regular Season Win In 
Franchise History? 


! TRIVIA CONTEST Week 27 

J Answer: _ 

* Name: 

I 

I Address: __ 

[ Phone: __ 

■ E-inail:_ i 

I Mail to: Turley/Falcons Trivia, Springfield Civic Center, I 
I P.O. Box 3190, Springfield, MA 01101 I 

a. _ _ ___ 


Entries must be received by February 28, 2003. 
One winner per week drawn from correct entries. 


If you have any questions, call the Falcons at 413-739-3344 

Vbu can also play Falcons Tfivla at wwwfafconsahl.com 
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Local gymnasts compete at Springfield Turnverein 


On Saturday, February 22nd. the Springfield 
Turnverein (located at 176 Garden Street) held a 
gymanstics meet. There was lots of excitement in the 
air, and the athletes were ready and very excited 
about competing. The gymnasts from the Springfield 
gym competed against other Turners from Adams, 
MA, Providence, Rl. and Clinton. MA. 

The boys from Springfield did a great job. 

in boys’ 9 and younger middle, Joe Viens of West 
Springfield showed us his strength with a 7.7 on vault 
and 7.1 on rings; he received second place with an all- 
around score of 41.9. Alex Watkins of Feeding Hills 
received 8.0 on vault and brought home third place 
with an all-around score of 40.2. 

In boys’ 10 and older lower, Matthew Nolan of 
Windsor Locks, CT had his best scores on vault with 
a 7.1 and pommel with a 7,2; for both events, he 
received first-place medals. Matthew was very proud 
when he received a second-place ribbon for his all- 
around score of 39.8. 

In boys’ 10 and older middle, Christopher Lucia of 
Agawam had his high scores for vault with 8.1 and 
rings with 8.1; having an all-around score of 46.0, he 
was presented with a second-place ribbon. 

In boys’ 10 and older upper, Steve Lucia of 
Agawam had an all-around of 49.1, which brought 
home a second-place ribbon. He also received a first- 
place medal for a spectacular vault (9.3) and pommel 
(8.5). 

The girls’ competition started that afternoon. 

in girls’ 8-9 lower, Leah Dominique of Agawam 
(after hard work and determination) won first place on 
vault with a score of 7.3. Rosalie Nolan of Windsor 
Locks worked really hard and, with a lot of excitement, 
received fifth place on the uneven bars with a score of 
7.3. 

In girls’ 10-11 lower, Dorothy Nolan of Windsor 
Locks had a great routine on beam with a 7.7 (winning 
her a fourth-place ribbon). 

In girls’ 10-11 middle, Stefanie Littlefield of 



ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND, the 
Springfield Turnverein in Feeding Hills hosted 
a exciting gymnastics meet. Led by Head 
Coach Maryann Connor and Coach Jan 
Filoso and Katie, the members of the 
Turnverein team include Joe Viens, Alex 
Watkins, Casey Geiger, Kelsey Teixeira, Eryn 
Keddy, Caitlin Kelley, Matt Nolan, Brittany 
Twohig, Meghan Little, Steve Lucia, Chris 
Lucia, Sarah Calabrese, Stefanie Littlefield, 
Rosie Nolan, Dorothy Nolan, and Brittany 
Laflamme. 


Feeding Hills earned a first-place medal, courtesy of 
her surprising all-around score of 32.2; she also 
received two first-place medals for an 8.2 on beam 
and an 8.5 on floor. Eryn Keddy of West Springfield 
received two second-place ribbons for beam (7.8) and 
floor (8.0) after all of her hard work; she also received' 
a third-place ribbon for an all-around score of 30.1. 

In girls’ 10-11 upper, Sarah Calabrese of West 
Springfield had a unique routine on floor with a score 
of 8.0, for which she received third place. 

In girls’ 12-13 lower, Caitlin Kelley of Agawam 
received two first places on uneven bars (8.1) and 
vault (7.2). Caitlin tied with Erin Hurst from Providence 
with an all-around score of 30.8; both girls received 
first place in their all-around score. 

In girls’ 12-13 middle, Meghan Little of Feeding 
Hills did a beautiful floor routine and earned third 
place with a score of 8.4. 

In girls’ 12-13 upper, Brittany Laflamme of 
Feeding Hills took home two first-place medals on 
beam (8.5) and uneven bars (8.6). Her all-around 
score was 33.5, which earned her a second-place rib¬ 
bon. 

In girls’ 14-17 middle, Alison Dassatti of Agawam 
received two second-place ribbons for an 8.6 on 
beam and an 8.75 on floor. 

Congratulations to all of the competitors. Everyone 
worked really hard. A huge applause needs to go out 
to the coaches - Maryann Connor (Head Coach), Jan 
Filoso, and Katie. All of the parents did a great job 
helping to move equipment, checking in competitors, 
and keeping food rolling ail day. 

The Springfield Turners’ Booster Club Parents also 
helped with fundraising efforts. If you know any com¬ 
pany (or companies), or you personally would like to 
donate to the Springfield Turnverein gymnastics pro¬ 
gram, we need to raise approximately $13,000 to help 
purchase new equipment. For more information, 
please contact: STV Gymnastics, Ms. Little, 31 Sylvan 
Lane, Feeding Hills, MA 01030, or call Maryann 
Connor, Head Coach, at (413) 786-0924. 



IN THE PHOTO ABOVE are students and instructors from Shugart’s Martial Arts Training 
Center who participated in the February 13th promotional test. Back row: Master Shugart, 
Miss Marzano, Mr. Shecrallah, and Mrs. Shugart. Students pictured are James Ricco, Rachel 
Dionne, Rebecca Minardi, Austin Collins, Brandon Montalvo, Jerid Witt, Mark Maldonado, 
Philip Roy, Amber Greene, Jordan Micks, Cara Pacitti, Tommy Greene, Joseph Cosgrove, 
Sheldon Perry, Vinnie Derose, and Joey Cardaropolie. Students not-pictured who tested are 
Jamie Lane, Peter Cassell, Scott Kosior, Danielle Russo, Brendan Tcncadi, and Doug Telford. 


Shugart’s students test for first color belt 


Several students at Shugart’s Martial Arts Training 
Center of Feeding Hills (across from the Agawam 
Police Station) recently tested for their first color belt. 

These students have been training hard for the 
past few months, and it showed. Master Shugart Is 
very proud of the skills they have accomplished. 

* * * 

Master Shugart will be holding the Massachusetts 
AAU Tae Kwon Do Championships on Saturday, 
March 8th. The tournament is being held at the North 
Middle School in Westfield. 


Tae Kwon Do students from all over New England 
and from as far away as Canada will be participating. 

Anyone interested in competing or observing at the 
tournament can call 786-4158 for details. 

* * * 

Shugart's Martial Arts holds classes six days a 
week for both children and adults, including Tae Kwon 
Do, Kardio Kickboxing, and Power Yoga. Family rates 
are available. 

If you are interested in checking out a class, calf 
786-4158. 


* * * 

Our classified ads cost just $15 per 
week for 30 words or less. However, we 
DO NOT take them over the telephone. 

Please bring them to our office at 23 
Southwick Street, Feeding HHIs Center 
(above Remillard Insurance Agency), or 
mail them (along with payment) to P.O. 

Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 



Tired of waiting at 
automated can 
redemption 
machines??? 

Come To 

C&B REDEMPTION 

with your can & bottle returns 

FAST, 
i^EASY& 

CONVENIENT 



$ 5.00 or ^ 

(E Products I 
g. 6 Pack 
Diet Coke | 

,plies last!) 


OPEN 

9:00AM 

to 

6:00PM 

Daily 


204 Springfield Street, Agawam 

(across from Taylor Rental) 
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WITH THEIR 13-3 RECORD, the Warriors have repeated as the leader of the boys’ “B” divi¬ 
sion in CYO basketball. Back row: Eric Mercure, Coach Paul Rescigno, Stephen Johnson, 
Robert McGeoghan, Mike Kigali, Kyle Craig, Coach Anthony Toto, and Robert DeCosmo. 
Front row: Foster Alston, Joe Roy, Tony Rescigno, Joe Toto, and lyier Alves. 

ABO/Sacred Heart Basketball - boys’ 5 th & 6th grade... 

Warriors repeat as division leader; 
final season CYO records stands 13-3 


The Bass Hunter 

“All About 
Outdoors...” 

by Skip Bryant 


A “brief’ history about 
The Bass Hunter... 

(Editor's note: "All About Outdoors" by Skip Bryant, 
The Bass Hunter, is a new feature of the Advertiser 
News.) 

This week, I am going to tel! you a little about 
myself. 

I have been fishing in both the ocean and fresh 
water since 1 was little. My grandfather bought me.my 
first rod and reel, which I used to catch many fish that 
fertilized the garden. I would spend every free minute 
of my time fishing and dreaming that I would spend 
my life fishing, with nature all around me and the blue 
sky meeting the water. 

Then I ran into some very good fishermen (such as 
Jim Kane, Mike Zazuly, and Harold Cote) who helped 
me learn more about the sport of pro bass fishing. I 
fished with Huge Worth in the tidal water of the 
Hudson River; he showed me lessons that I needed 
to learn. I also became good friends with Jamie Worth 
(Huge’s son), the winner of the Massachusetts 2002 
state championship. 

They have ail shown me many things that help me 
to fish better every time 1 go out. I have lost and won 
many times; however, always learning something new 
and meeting new friends are all part of the sport. 

I have won on Otis many times. One of those times 
involved a seven-pound lunker largemouth that the 
other man in the boat thought I had caught on the bot¬ 
tom (until the line started to move). 

I have won in Candlewood, Highland Reservoir, 
and all over the Connecticut River. I came In third at 
the Tournament of Champions in Thousand Island, 
New York and Scwam Lake in New Hampshire; 1 have 
also had many other top finishes all over the area. 

Thanks to the Lord, I have been blessed with good 
friends who have helped me in fishing, and that is a 
sport which anyone can do. And, I will try to help you 
to enjoy the sport. 

The first things you need are a good line and sharp 
hooks. When you go to tie the hook on, slide it across 
your nail to see if it is sharp; it will try to hook your nail, 
if not sharpen it. Even new hooks need to be checked, 
since they are banged around. 

Remember, sharp hooks get fish! 

Last home game 
for Massachusetts 
Twisters set for 
Sat. March 1st 

On Saturday, March 1st, at 8:00 p.m., the 
Massachusetts Twisters will face Team Canada at the 
Coliseum on the grounds of the Eastern States 
Exposition. This contest will be the Twisters’ last 
home game of the season. 

The doors will open at 7:00 p.m., and you can pur¬ 
chase your tickets at the door. (A student discount is 
available with the appropriate I.D.) 

However, you can also purchase tickets in advance 
at the following website - www.masstwisters.com . A 
group rate (for 15 or more) is available for tickets pur¬ 
chased in advance. 

For further information about the American Indoor 
Soccer League, check out its website at www.aisl.ora . 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 
12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 
any articles, press releases, letters, 
etc., that can be brought in on 
Mondays. Thank you - AANU! 


Your Agawam Warriors can once again claim the 
top record in the CYO boys’ “B" division this season 
with a solid record of 13-3. 

The Warriors finished the season with a road victo¬ 
ry agaisnt the Mater Dolorosa Spirits of Holyoke on 
Sunday, February 23rd. The end of the game would 
read “Warriors.- 28,'Spirits - 25.” 

The game was a hard-fought battle, recording 31 
penalties in all. At the half, the Warriors found them¬ 
selves down by four. Coaches Anthony Toto and Paul 
Rescigno then pointed out what the Warriors were 
doing right and correct what they were doing wrong. 
Fortunately, the Warriors took heed and came out 
fighting to take the lead and keep it for good. 

Leading the Warriors in scoring for this game was' 

A “silent auction’'item... 

Win a chance to be 
official “ball boy or 
girl” at Celtics 
vs. Wizards game 

Don’t miss this opportunity to join the Boston 
Celtics as the official “ball boy/girl" at the April 6th 
Celtics vs. Wizards game (Michael Jordan’s team). 

This lucky boy or girl between the ages of 12 and 
18 will also receive an autographed basketball by the 
entire Celtics team, an official t-shirt and hat, two 
floor-seat tickets for that evening’s game, and his or 
her name announced on the big screen. 

Please join us for the Ninth Annual Dinner Dance 
for Epilepsy Awareness on Saturday, March 8th, at 
Chez Josef. This is just one of the many exciting 
"silent auction” items this year. 

Some of the other items include an official Boston 
Bruins autographed Ray Bourke hockey shirt, an 
autographed baseball by Pedro and Yaz, and much 
more. Hope to see you there! 

For more information, please contact Carol 
Pietroniro at 786-9452. 

All the hometown news with 
us, each and every week... 


Joe Toto with eight points, followed closely by Tony 
Rescigno with six, Robert McGeoghan with five. Eric 
Mercure with three, and the following team members 
with two apiece - Mike Rigali, Robert DeCosmo, and 
Joe Roy. Contributing to this victory with solid play for 
the Warriors were Kyle Craig, Tyler Alves, and 
Stephen Johnson. 

Coaches Rescigno and Toto are very proud of this 
team and the way its players never gave up during the 
season (especially since they started out with three 
losses). 

During practice this week, the Warriors were in a 
“championship mode” to win the playoffs and bring 
home to Agawam the CYO trophy. Good luck and GO. 
WARRIORS!!! 

Take a “free spin” at 
WMass. Golf Show 

Take a “free spin" on the American Lung 
Association’s Wheel of Fortune and you Mi win a 
prize. The Wheel will be at the Western Mass. Golf 
Show on Saturday and Sunday, March 1st and 2nd. 

Lucky spinners can win both golf and non-golf 
related items. Golf items include a golf tips booklet, 
tees, and tee dispensers. Non-golf items include 
Bickford restaurants discount coupons, sample cans 
of New England coffee, discount coupons for New 
England coffee, and much, much more. 

For more information, call (413) 737-3506. 

4-H Horse Club 
conducting window 
exhibit/poster contest 

The Mane-I-Acs 4-H Horse Club of Southwick is 
currently conducting its annual window exhibit and 
poster contest at Partners Feed & Grain Store (515 
College Highway, Southwick). 

The display will be in place through March 8th. and 
the public is invited to stop by and view the creations. 

Posters are judged, and those receiving top honors 
will travel across the state to demonstrate the mean¬ 
ing of 4-H. 
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It Won V Cost 
You A 

“Pot Of Gold^^ 

for a 



New Subscription To 

The Advertiser News 


Only $26 


For a 1- Year Subscription 


Just mail in your check 
with the coupon below to: 

The Advertiser News 

P.O. Box 263 

23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 

Name __ 

Address_!_ 

City___ 

State_Zip_ 
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Patronize 
Your Local 
Businesses 


Bob Longo Construction 

28 Years Specializing In Kitchens And Additions 

Free Custom Design 

Agawam * 789-0758 

•Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 
•Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 
'Porches & Sunrooms 

•Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 

•Mastic Vinyl Siding 

'Window Relacement. Vinyl Or Wood 

All Backed By Bob Longo’s Reputation For Quality & Dependability 
FULLY INSURED -- FREE EStiMATES 

AU Work Completed Quickly & Efficiently 


MALic. #066310 
MA Reg. #127007 

Agawam 


Cell: 530-9340 
Pager: 730-0355 

Denny 


D. Godbout 

Custom Homes & Remodeling 

Additions & Kitchen Renovations 

786-8866 


Strain Family 

\/EQUESTRIAN CENTER^^ 

18 Vining Hill Road, 

Southwick, MA 

• Boarding • Lessons • Training • Sales 

- English & Western Riding Lessons Available - 

(413) 569-5797 ,,,,,, 

Ponies for «*rOcat®d behind 

Parties ^'9 Y/Ames Plaza 


John F. Walsh 

Certified Public Accountant 

567 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

Visit our Website and Financial Information Center 
WWW .jtwalshcpa.com 

For an appointment please calZ 

786-3009 


GENERAL 

CARPENTRY)] 


Ks r. i9Ha 


'VORRY 


413 • 789 • 7011 

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS 
Custom decks • New Construction 
Fully Insured , 

Don C'H.VRTIKR I.IC. #or»inKi 


Northeast Builders 


N 


W 


Rick Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills s 

Since 1975 

* Roofing * Siding * Kitchens & Baths * Additions * Major Remodeling 

789-1150 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 

Free Estimates... Fully Licensed and Insured 


PETE'S 

PAPER & PAINT 

• Interior & Elrierior Paintirig • Wallpapering 
• Textured Ceilings • Sponge Painting • Drywall Repairs 
• Any General Household Repairs 
...SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

(415) 546-7575 

170 South Boulevard • West Springfield, MA 01089 


WSSIHM© ]m€K miRM 

of Suffield 

Full Service Equestrian Center 

♦Boarding ♦Lessons ♦Sales 
♦Training ♦Large Indoor Arena 
♦New Equine Exercise Riding Program 
For Women ♦Discounted Lesson 
Packages Available 
Call 1 (860) 668-2307 



MA License #£40548 
CT License #£188494 

CHAD FDLLAM 
ELECTRIC 

Residential * Commercial * Industrial 
Voice * Data 
Phone: (413) 786-6226 


Suffriti 

Construction Co. 

Custom Homes 
and Additions 

Insured and Licensed 
Many Referrals - Excellent Reputation 

786-5516 


]l 



Bill Spear’s Tree Service 


Since 1979 



Year-Round 
24 Hour 
Emergency 
Storm Service 


Frozen Lawns And No Leaves 
Make This The Best And 
Least Expensive Time 
For Treework! 


786-5081 


Senior Citizen Specialist & Discount 

Reg. And Fully Insured By Bresnahan Ins. 


Free Estimates 
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^ Classifieds 


SERVICES 

BILL SPEAR’S 
TREE SERVICE: 

Complete tree 
removal, trimming. 
Land cleared. Senior 
citizen discount. 
FREE ESTIMATES. 
Fully insured. “Your 
Hometown LEADER 
Since 1979." Call 
786-5081. 

DAVID’S 
WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL 

Mother’s Little 
Helper! Floors 
waxed, rugs 
shampooed, walls 
washed. Commercial 
& residential. Call 
Paul Ferrarini, (413) 
786-4436. 

GARIBIAN ELEC¬ 
TRIC: Fuses to cir¬ 
cuit breakers, pools, 
additions, cable & 
phone outlets. 
Prompt service. 

Fully insured: free 
estimates. 10% sen¬ 
ior discount. (413) 
781-4376 or (413) 
733-4466. 

PAUL’S TREE SER¬ 
VICE: Fully insured, 
free estimates. 
Removal, pruning, 
planting, stump 
grinding, firewood, 
backhoe. Senior citi¬ 
zen discount: 24- 
hour emergency 
service. 17 years 
experience. Call 
Paul Cocchi, 547- 
0343. 

northeast 

BUILDERS: Custom 
homes & remodeling 
(since 1975). Fully 
insured & licensed. 
Rick Pfeffer, 4 Lenox 
St., Feeding Hills, 
MA 01030. Reg. No. 
116963: Const. Sup. 
No. 000450. (413) 

789-1150. 


SUFFRITI CON¬ 
STRUCTION CO.; 

New homes and 
additions. Insured 
and licensed. Many 
referrals. 786-5516. 

TRASH REMOVAL: 

Garages, attics, & 
cellars cleaned out. 
Lawn service, 
unwanted items, 
metal removal. 
Insured. Call Mr. T’s 
Cleaning Svc. 

Phone 789-0540, 
beeper 735-4535. 

PAINTING, STAIN¬ 
ING; Exterior, interi¬ 
or. Your home or 
business. Quality 
work, reasonable 
rates. Call Joe at 
(413) 786-5912. 

LICENSED ELEC¬ 
TRICIAN: All types 
of work. Insured; 
free estimates; 35 
yrs. License 
E16303. Call Jim. 
782-6989. 

SPRINGFIELD 

TURNVEREIN: 

Catering to wed¬ 
dings, banquets, 
parties, and recep¬ 
tions. Two rooms 
available with seat¬ 
ing up to 250 peo¬ 
ple. 176 Garden 
Street, Feeding Hills, 
786-0924. 

SAPELLI CON¬ 
CRETE: Specializing 
in residential proj¬ 
ects (patios, pool 
pads, stairs, side¬ 
walks, etc.). 30 yrs. 
exp.; fully insured. 
789-3787. 

BOB LONGO CON¬ 
STRUCTION; 27 

years specializing in 
kitchens and addi¬ 
tions. Free custom 
design. Fully 
insured, free esti¬ 
mates. In Agawam, 
789-0758. 


CHARTIER’S GEN¬ 
ERAL CARPEN¬ 
TRY: We take the 
worry out of building. 
Additions; new con¬ 
struction; renova¬ 
tions; custom decks. 
Lie. no. 051681; fully 
insured. Don 
Chartier, owner. 

(413) 789-7011. 

IT’S SPRING TUNE- 
UPTIME: A & M 

Small Engine 
Repairs for all your 
lawn & garden 
equipment needs. 
Free pick-up and 
delivery. 568-2582. 

CONTE DOOR 
SERVICE, INC.; 

“We Sell The Best & 
Service The Rest.” 
Sales, repair, instal¬ 
lation. Residential & 
commercial; week¬ 
end emergency 
service. 786-1800 / 
568-4655. (Fax 789- 
7305; WWW, conte- 
door.com .1 

VERMETTE AUTO 
BODY INC.; Since 
1979. All new con¬ 
venient location - 
223 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills. All 
insurance compa¬ 
nies: collision and 
windshield. Claims 
welcome; guaran¬ 
teed repairs (RS- 
1842). 786-8226. 

CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC; 

Commercial & resi¬ 
dential - A to Z. New 
construction, addi¬ 
tions, remodels to 
include service 
changes, all wiring 
for electric, compu¬ 
ter, phone and cable 
lines. Licensed and 
insured. (413) 786- 
6226. 

JOHN F. WALSH - 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT; 569 


Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. Visit 
our Website and 
Financial Informa¬ 
tion Center - 
www.jfwalshcpa.com 
. For an appoint¬ 
ment, please call 
(413) 786-3009. 

WISHING ROCK 
FARM OF SUF- 
FIELD; Full Service 
Equestrian Center. 
April 14th-18th ... 
Spring Break 
Horsemanship 
Program for children 
and teens (M-F, 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.); 
April 19th ... Saddle 
Fitting Clinic; April 
22nd ... Centered 
Riding Clinic. Call 1- 
860-668-2307. 

BISHOP PAINT & 
PAPER; Interior 
painting and wallpa¬ 


pering done to your 
specifications at rea¬ 
sonable rates. Free 
estimate. Senior dis¬ 
count. Call 739- 
4947. 

“MISTER DO ALL”: 

Decks, walls, doors, 
windows, kitchens, 
baths ... fix or make. 
Call Skip at (413) 
537-1214. 

D. GODBOUT CUS¬ 
TOM HOMES & 
REMODELING: 

Additions & kitchen 
renovations. MA Lie. 
#066310; MA Reg. 
#127007. In 
Agawam. Call 
Denny - 786-8866. 
(Cell, 530-9340; 
pager, 730-0355.) 

THE STRAIN FAMI¬ 
LY EQUESTRIAN 
CENTER: Boarding, 


lessons, training, 
sales. Ponies for 
parties. English and 
Western riding les¬ 
sons available. 18 
Vining Hill Road, 
Southwick, MA 
(located behind Big 
Y/Ames Plaza). 

(413) 569-5797. 

FOR SALE 

BOBCAT SNOW¬ 
BLOWER FOR 
SALE: 5 H.P. $300. 
Call (413) 786-0468. 

RETAIL BUSINESS 
FOR SALE: Low 

cost; low expenses. 

1-person operation; 
flexible hours; mod¬ 
erate income. Leave 
message with 
evening phone num¬ 
ber. Call (860) 763- 
4057. 


Our classified ads cost just $15 
per week for 30 words or less. 
However, we DO NOT take them 
over the telephone. Please bring 
them to our office at 23 
Southwick Street, Feeding Hills 
Center (above Remillard 
Insurance Agency), or mail them 
(along with payment) to P.O. Box 
263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030... 
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to meet ours! 


Enroll your family for just $90! 

This month, introduce your family to fun and fitness at Fitness First and 

SAVE $200 on the family enrollment fee! 

Fitness First offers something for everyone - from tiny tots to seniors to 
everyone in between. Your family will love our programs and facilities 
including our beautiful, indoor heated pool, state-of-the-art equipment 
and our very popular group exercise classes. 

Com£ in and meet our family. Well make you feel right at home. 


Monthly dues apply 






HEALTH & FITNESS CENTER 


60 North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills 

H3.786.1460 • www.fitnessfirsthealthclub.co 
















